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AN INTER.\liiEWi. WITHi V..TOLA H-J:RNr 

Viloia. Hirnii_, a. wife and mother o:f two s-mall. dLildren, 

ml$ taken from her:- fiVi.e· bedr.oom house., her f:t1iend8'""1, and 

her business; and suddenly~· brought to· Reek SQrings·,. 

Wyoming.. The year was 1970 ,, and' the: l .oc.al ecunomic; 

boom had been in }?.J::ogress for about six months·. 

Viicrla was born and raised in the· Panhandl.e olE Texas· .. 

She and· her husband lived in New Mexic:ro~ He was offe.red 

a pnumotion from Frontier Air Li•nes if he-· would move to) 

RockSprings .. When they arrived to ahec:K. out the town,, 

they could find noJ place to stay.. Viola and1 her- family 

ltad to' driv,e to · Salt Lake- to ) find a mottel. 

Viola•-s fiDst fmpression o£ Rock Sprtngs was a 

fee::ling o£ deso.J1.1ation.. They brought up a tw.ent;y-three 

fo.ot trailer whicm was to be· their home for · one and 

a hal'f ' years.. There was no housing avai.lable- s·o. the::: 

traiilie~ w~s parked north of town. The condit~on~ were 

very poor with. no utility hook:-ups. They us1ad a ge:ner­

ator for electricity and a propane:. tank foir gas. Since 

the tap water leaked like Alka Sel:z-er·, they hauled' im 

bottled wate.Il~ Als.o:,, Vio1a''s husband, had to empty the 

sewage every ten days. Since telephones wera. nonexist­

ent, people· comunicated with CB radios.. Viola. eocpli.ains· 

how they would l!eave them on a~r the time and just e:alL 

out a name until that pe·rson would realize that the call 

was fo.t~.: him. 

Viola says that she cried everyday for six months 
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after movi.ing to Rock~ Spriings.. She describes an average 

day as~, . "getting up,, try to get a gla-ss of water, look 

at the dust on everything,, walk outside to feed the dogs, 

f ali. in ten :fieet o£1 mud,, and go back in the house and 

cry s0me .. more... The whol:e pl!.;~.ce was dirty with mud 

everywne·re:-knee high,, co:ld, and sliiiny. 

The shopp±ng was atrocious. The¥ couldnot buy 

a.:l.othes ·· or toys for the chd.l'dnen. For example,, the 

c.hd.ldr.en needed rubber · boots fo.n- w:p.l2ki'ng to'- the scho.ol 

bus,. but the stor.es· did· not have them.. Most things 

were bought by catalogue.. Rock Springs had a tiny 

Penney • Si stone, . but the demand outstri:Qped the suppt.y. 

I .t was · first come,, first served. 

Shopping for: g:t~oc::eries was· a b.ad experience. Viola 

was spoiiledf by the- Large variety o.ffered by big ci ty• 

stares-. H.owever-,, Ro¢1{ Springs was · different.. 'Dhe 

Safeway s-tore was filLthy ~ had_ I.ow· quality food, and 

had frequent shortages... Ih c:ontrast', B:en ""s-- grm~·ery · 

store was; very ciean , but quanti tiies were law, and the 

prices.; we.Ile high.. Vial:a neali'y noticed a jump in the·ir 

fond bi!II.. She says that she- would fil.l ll.er e::art wi'th 

the· same i terns that she·c had bought bac:J<: hom-e~ but the 

cost was cons·iderablw more.. When the weather pe~rmi tted·, 

they w0.ul.d drive to S"al t I;.a'Re to~· buy foad· by- the casres 

as' we~l' as to sho;p fo:rr- ciothing ... 

"io1.a describes the town as·. "unre·f -ined.-11 In the. past_., 
. .... -
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she had! attended' the balLet, t 'he symphony:',, and Broadway-

shG.ws., In R0ck Sp.Dings '" fami'ly ent.ez:tainmentt switched 

1:j:o:1 arrow• hunting or s:hcroting .ttabbi ts- and' pra:hr ie:. dogs-

Activities i :nvoi.ving the children were s-cant.. When she. 

and her husband would aana:e: at the Kasba, s:he would be 

cme o£: th:ttae or~ fou:c- women cus·tomers: c:ompare:d to two 

ox th11·ee hund:re:d men. 

I.n &ock. Springs,. Violla had to~ dress differently'• 

She· describes· the people as baDba.nic·.... She. c.rould not 

wear dresses: because "tnen rooked at y_ou like you wer.e 

some.thing to be. ravaged night the1:1e·.•• They would fa1ll.aw 

her around and want to touch her. Sh.e· was· appaii.ed by· 

how the women dressed as they 11 Wor:e men 1. s Lev:ii 1 s and 

down jackets and llooR:ed Like f:ootbalr players.... She 

soan adapted to · their .. way of dressing... She dGmned 

ba.ats ,.. Le:vi 1's ,, and dawn j aa.ke·ts .. 

After arr.i:vi'ng i :n Roc:k S£n.ings .. ,, Vio·la learned a 

hard Less on ±in how rough1 the· town was. Ohce,. when sihe 

was s·happing a•t the grocery stare,. she saw a woman that 

was fo.Llbwing her. She claims that the woman weig}'l.ed 

nine hundred pounds'. The woman had mis:taJte~ he:tt far a 

l:..ady wh()) had been god.ng out with h·er · husband., She hit 

Viola in the:: face, knoel:ked~ heJ:r· dawn,, and pounded he·r 

head agains.t the flo.ar. She sta11ted to hi't Viola wi'th 

her fist, , but sameane stopQed her_ Only then did: she 

lYS-al!.ize that she had the wrong lady ... 

V1io]a says there were fights. frequently in gr-ocery 
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stores, gas stations, bars, and many other estabishment~. 

She attributes the fight~ to heavy drinking. She 

exp~ains , , "The bar:s were a~ways-- full morning,. noon, and 

night because the men worked in shifts so they(the bars) 

were alwayS' busy. There was nothing else for them to do." 

She also states that the violence occured because there 

were no women to control the men. 

Viola uses the word 11 iso:lated" to express. how she 

fel't .. The loca~ people were· "standoffish.". The out­

siders brought a lot o£ money into the community. They 

liked the money but did not seem to accept the newcomers. 

The newcomers had to stick together. For instance, union 

members such as P.ipefitters and electricians stayed in 

their own groups. 

The community was very transient. One may be talking 

to ~ man one day, expecting him to be in town for at 

least another year. However, he would be gone by the 

next day. Viola felt bad because she wanted to be the 

one that was leaving. 

Hbusing was short because outsiders arrived so fast. 

Many people with and without children camped in tents~ 

Their condition was made worse by hauling in water and 

facing cold weather •. The Bureau of Land Management 

would try to nemove these campers, but in many cases 

the laws were:. not enforced.. To- this- day,, many small 

trailers can be seen at Point of Rocks. 



Eage 5 

The move to: Rock Springs affected Viola ... s twOl girls 

in that "'they became less J?.rissy r .adies and became more 

tombo.ys .. " In appearance,, the· schools l.ooke<ir terX~ible, _. 

but they had hligh standards"' There were- few girls in 

the cla·sses.. The chd.:ldren gave up some o£ the extra 

activities they had been inv.ohred. in" but t:P.ey "make due 

whe·rever they • re at. 11 

Vio·la was divorced shortly a:fiter moving to Ro'Ck 

Springs.. When as.ked i .f she. felt that coming to 

Rock Springs had anything to·, do with the break-up she 

said it had. s~ed things up• She had became mo~e 

i .nd:ependent and matuned faster with these peo,ple •. She 

srtayed in Roc.k SJ2rings because. she had no other place 

to call home .. 

\hiola desc:::::r.ibe·s: singl:Ea:! li:fe as- being "tough.,. veryr 

har.d." She- did notL date. Most of the men were married 

but tied about it_., There was no way of knowimg which 

ones were really married and' which ones were not. Viola 

says that some oof the attention given to a s ·ingie. Iady 

w·as "good for th~~ ege;,,, " but she knew that most of the·· 

men were here to " make money ' and leave.. She states,, 

11 I . wasn ''t going to • let bhem take my heart with them. 11 

Violla expl'ains the prob]ems wiith d:atilng.. 11 If you 

went out,, you heard youiJ .. name a hundred pl'aces.. If you 

didn't go out,, you heard h·ow aw:Bul you weD:e, and s ·tuck­

up,, and cronceited,. and a maybe le:sb.iian. So you were 



Page 6 

damned if you did and damned if you didn ''t ." She toid' 

of a time when she· was sitting in a bar with some 

friends. They heard a guy. ta]king about a woman named 

Viola~ He told the others what a good time he had had 

with her. Viola did not even Rnow the guy. 

The bars were the only socialization there was. 

Often the men would ask Viola if she prost~tuted herself~ 

She say;s,. "It was something you learned to cope with •. " 

She says you either laughed it off or got angry and 

slugged them. She learned that most of the men here 

at that time were "gross and ignorant." She tried 

to stay away f.n.om them by s-aying, "You seek out the 

kind o-£ company you want." 

Most of the men came to Rock Springs to help to 

build the Bridger Rower Plant. They were the ones who 

came without the:ir famili•es· and did not put anything 

into the tiown. They took what thet could and got out. 

A few men d1d bring in their wives and c~£ldren and 

stayed to help build the community. 

The women of vvyoming are a tougher breed. They 

have to be tough, agressive, and independent. They 

do not "take much from men." They have had to make due 

with the situation given them.. Viola says, "If men 

weren't around to do it,, they did it themserves." 

Job opportunities nor women were usually limited 

to store clerks,, waitresses, and bank tellers. While 
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stjjl·I: married,, Vio1a made wo-o~ s.n·,iJrts for f.riends crf 

her husband._ T.ihe . shil!ts sold for sixtw do,llars and 

we:t1.e in great demand because. of the· short! supply of 

clothing... In l1972 she started' working at the Outlaw:. Inn 

as a bartender.. She finds~ that people are prejudi'C..'E!d 

against her because she works i 1n a bar. The, drinkiing 

men feel: she is "fair game," and some women tHink them~o-

sel:ves better than her. 

The· minorii:ties were mos.t1y made up o'f il'J:ega,l aliens., 

They were used for cheap labor in such jobs as maid 

work and teari,ng down liuicldiings'. Viola explains, 

"s,omemone was paying someone to·, keep them'." The unions 

did not l 1ike minorities,, but "if he proved to be a good 

worker and they survived the harassment and physi~al 

abus·e these :Qeople took, they were probably accepted.," 

Viiola was working at the outlaw Inn when the te.le-

vision cuew from 60" Minutes came to Roc.K Springs'. . The 

emplloyees were. supplied with the names and pic·tures of 

the crew and the undercover Federal agents. She- says, 

"We were bri,efed as · to what to talk qbout and to remember 
·-' -

' our cnmpany JJoyal ties so,~ not to' get (oursefves in a bind 

or we woul:d be out of a job .. " She d 'id not like 60' Minutes 

singling out Rock Springs and. :imferri,ng it was the only 

city with crime· and corruption .... 

Viol.a is acquainted" wiLth several prostitutes. She 

says they are not ~shameu but proud o£ what they do. 

"They think. it is an 0 .K ... way to make money..," They have 
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furs,, nice- cars,. and a place to- live:., The pimps ao not 

allow free. lancing in RocR: Springs •. 

Vio~a. mentioned" some. of the places they worR·ed which 

inc.l.uded Kii] .pe:ppers ,. Giovale •~5:,, Hifl.ton ,, and downtown 

houses. She is not against prostitution and says, 

"anytime you have open prostitution,. i 't keeps your sex 

crime .rate· down." 

Viona is more aware o£ the drug problem no~ than 

when she arrived in Rock Spr::.ings •. She feel's most peo.pl:e 

us~ them for recreation and to r::elax~ It does ~ause 

viol'ence ,. and it is· fiarder to i.'dentify a . person on drugs:, 

than one using a .rc.Cl>hoL.... '"Boo:l!e· you <:'an sme·ll.,, drugs 

you · can''t ... " A. major problem is: coe-aiine. u'You <t"an get 

it anywhere you want, it' 's no problem•''" 

VioLa beli,e:ves the crime::. and' corrupt:ii:on in Rock 

Springs.· is no worse' than :iin other places ..She spolte of 

the: iincident when Ed Cantre.li. s:hot Michae.·l. Rosa, an 

undercover woli~e mfficer , . in self defens·e. She and' 

her daughters w.ere staying at the Silver Dollar the 

night the shooti:ng supposedly! took place.. She was only 

one hundred yards away from the. spot,, yet heard nothing. 

She. does not bel'ieve it happened the way Cantrell' said 

i 1t did. Some of the men that worked at the cov·oner ' 's 

office told her they did not think the shootjjng occured 

in the cuu. They found only one, splash' of blood in 

the car.. . Viola adds,, "You don '' t fire a big caliber 

gun i 1nto a per-son point blanR w-liithout splashing brains 
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and there were no brains in that car. There- was no; 

blood on the back of the cz:ar or anythiing. 11 When asked 

what she: thought had happened, Viola responded, 11 Michae.l 

Rosa was a drug pusher. I don't know if this had any­

thing to· db with it. You could ask any high &chool 

student at the time where you got drugs and they tol.Ld you 

from Michael Rosa.' 's men... She found it hard to believe 

that Rosa was doing anything connected with h~s job at 

the time of his death. 

Viol'a describes Ed CantrelL as 11 a man that was born 

a hundred years after his time .. ~ He ' 's a range rider and 

stilll be-lieves in the cade of the we'St." She told of a 

man at her place crf work that was arguing about the 

price of a drink., She s.aid',, "Ed immeditately jumped up 

and' grabbed the guy by the lapels and l was shak:img the 

tar o·ut of hiim,.. I had to cal'm1 him · down •. " of the s·hooting 

incident She . s ·ays·,, II r . don 1't knOW W.hat prompted him· 

(Cant~~ll) to kil~ Michae~ Rosa, but it was pnBtty smart 

o£ Jerl:ly SpenG::e (his: lawye.tr )· to get hd..m · aff." 

Until recentlly, Vio.ta has not been inv.olved. in po:U.itics. 

She is a registered Democrat, but is pJ::~.obab].y "a closet 

Republican." She helJped in a 1984 ellea.:tion campaign as 

part of a crol'leqe c::lass prode~t. She would'' like to, s ·ee 

more women involved in poli ti.cs ·~ and is planning to 

continue taking an interest in it., She states, "Now 

that I ' 'm1 awake, .. I'm not goi.ing to f ·alJ: bac:k asleep." 
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She has c.onsidered running for the city counehl. 

Violla i iso. prcrudl of crell:.ing Rock- Sp.n:±ngs her home .. 

She· wants tQ) continue: be-i·ng an activ.e, partii.cipant of 

the crommunity. 

' 
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