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Geo~ge W. Nel~on wai bo~n in Oak C~eek, Colo~ado on Sept. 21, 

7937. Hi~ nathe~ wo~ked in the QOal mine~ on the a~ea until they 

Qlo~ed. Ante~ hea~ing on wo~k in Wyoming, the fiamily d~ove to the 

RoQk ~p~ing~ a~ea in 7947, in a "29" BuiQk. 

M~. Nel~on ~eQall~ the ni~~t time he ~aw Sweetwate~ County. 

It wa~ a QOmplete Qont~a~t to what he had knowon Oak C~eek wa~ 

a town on many t~ee~ and ne~tile land. It QOnt~a~ted QOn~ide~ably 

with the ba~~en ~angeland o6 ~outhwe~t Wyoming. 

Upon a~~iving, Nel~on'~ nathe~, Ca~l F. Nel~on ~ea~Qhed no~ a 

home. He nound what many on the mine wo~ke~~ lived in, box Qa~~. 

The~ namily moved into the box Qa~ and made a home on it. The~e 

we~e nive lent in the namily when the namily a~~ived. Ca~l and 

Ma~ga~et Nel~on and thei~ Qhild~en, Ca~l Junia~, Geo~ge and Jane. 

One on the ~i~te~~ died in innanQy and the othe~ Vo~othy, Pat~icia, 

and No~a we~e ma~~ied and had lent home. 

Geo~ge wa~ nine when he a~~ived at RoQk Sp~ing~. Be~ide~ 

the ~egula~ union ~pon~o~ed game~ ~uQh a~ ba~eball, the child~en 

on the~e Qamp~ would play the~e own game~ ~uch a~ "Run Sheepy Run." 

Thi~ game i~ a lot like hide and go ~eek only the child~en we~e 

divided into team~ and would hide in g~oup~. The Qhild~en played 

the~e game~ unde~ the ~t~eet light~ at night, adding to the exQite­

ment on the game. The g~oup ofi young~te~~ we~e not ethniQally 

mixed beQau~e the ~ace~ in the Qommunity ba~iQally lived in 

~epa~ate plaQe~ on the town. 



• • 

M~. Nel~on wa~ in ~he 6i6~h g~ade when he ~~a~~ed ~Qhool in 

Wyoming. He ~eQall~ ~he ~~~ong di~Qipline ~he ~eaQhe~~ had in Qla~~e~. 

I6 a ~~uden~ ~~epped ou~ o6 line he wa~ ~ep~emanded by hi~ ~eaQhe~ 

and/o~ p~inQiple, o6ten by a paddle kep~ in ~hei~ o66iQe. Thing~ 

we~en'~ muQh be~~e~ when ~hey ~e~u~ned home, 6o~ ~hey we~e o6~en 

~panked again by ~hei~ pa~en~~. The pa~en~~ didn'~ like ~hei~ kid~ 

~o ge~ in ~~ouble a~ ~Qhool beQau~e ~hey had a g~ea~ ~e~peQ~ 6o~ ~he 

teaQhe~~. The only di66e~enQe aQQO~ded the ~exe~ in ~Qhool wa~ boy~ 

Qould QOmpete in athletiQ~, whe~ea~ gi~l~ Qould no~. 

Ca~l Nel~on, Geo~ge~ 6athe~, ~ta~ted wo~king in the Qoal mine~ 

when he wa~ nine yea~~ o6 ~ge but Geo~ge didn't ~~a~~ un~il a6te~ 

high ~Qhool. He wo~ked only to make enough money in o~de~ to get 

to Qollege, but ~till lea~ned a lo~ o6 ~he m~n~ng 6ield. , 

He ~eQall~ how the Union PaQi6iQ Coal Company no~ only ~an ~he 

QOal mine~ bu~ al~o mo~t o6 the othe~ bu~ine~~e~ in town. The wo~k­

e~~ we~e 6o~Qed to pat~onize the Qo~po~ated ~~o~e~, and we~e OQQa­

~ionally ~ubjeQ~ ~o 6ai~ly high p~iQ~ beQau~e o6 ~he laQk o6 

QOmpetition. 

Nel~on'~ 6amily wa~ ve~y p~o-union, Ca~l Nel~on wa~ aQ~ively 

involved in initia~ing union aQtivi~y ~n Colo~ado. Union leade~~ 

we~e though~ o6 in the ~ame b~ea~h a~ F~anklin V. Roo~evelt (who 

wa~ g~eatly loved by the people in ~hi~ a~ea). When United Mine 

Wo~ke~~ P~e~ident, John L. Lewi~ Qame ~o town he wa~ given the 

~oyal ~~eatmen~. Although the~e wa~ ~ome talk o6 hi~ ~ala~y and 

that o6 hi~ daughte~~ being too high. 

Li6e 6o~ the mine~~ Qente~ed a~ound the union. The union hall 

wa~ the Qente~ o6 aQ~ivi~y on mo~t eve~y week-end. I~ wa~ ~he ~ite 

o6 the danQe~ and town Qeleb~ation~. A~ the union hall one Qould 
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danQe, QOnveh~e, and dhin~. Not only the adult~ dhan~ but al~o 

Qan OQQa~ional young~teh, at the time thehe wehe no dhin~ing law~. 

Al~o, thehe wa~ a one lane bowling alley in the baQ~. 

The union~ wehe the Qenteh o6 entehtainment 6oh all o6 tho~e 

~n town. I6 the union didn ' t help to entehtain the woh~eh~ went 

without. The woh~eh~ didn't have muQh to ~pend on bi~thday~ and 

Chhi~tma~ ~o thehe6ohe, the big holiday wa~ Laboh Vay. On Laboh 

Vay the union would bhing in ~uQh Qelebhitie~ a~ Glen Milleh and 

Ohin TuQ~eh. MuQh o6 the Qelebhation OQQUhhed on K Stheet. They 

had QOal Qhoveling QOnte~t and otheh woh~ helated game~. K Stheet 

had about twenty ¢aloon and muQh mehhiment OQQUhhed duhing thi~ 

Qelebhation. 

The union~ Qhanged QOndition~ 6oh the woh~eh gheatly. It 

enhanQed hi¢ wage¢ and houh~ and al~o ~et up ~a6ety hegulation~. 

When Geohge ' ~ 0atheh woh~ed in the mine~ , he only woh~ed eight 

houh¢ but wa~ al~o he~pon~i b le 6oh getting in and out o6 the mine. 

He would o6ten go in be6ohe light and get out a6teh dah~ and 

aQQident~ wehe Qommon. When Geohge and hi~ bhotheh went to woh~ 

6oh the QOmpany they woh~ed ~thight houh¢ and theih employeh~ had 

in¢tituted ~a6ety hegulation~ and even had QOnte~t~ between mining 

Qhew~ 6oh ~a6ety. 

Sthi~ing duhing thi~ time had been Qut down ~omewhat, but 

~thi~e~ ~till OQQUhhed. 06ten the employeh~ would bhing in ¢Qab~ 

to heplaQe the woh~eh~, thi~ he~ulted in violenQe towahd the ~Qab 

woh~eh~. Not all ~thi~e~ wehe majoh wal~out~. Mh. Nel¢on hepoht¢ 

o6 di66ehent Qondition¢ in di66ehent mine¢ being the Qulphit o6 

minoh ¢thi~ing. Foh In¢tanQe , the mine¢ that he woh~edin , the Qoal 

vane wa¢ high and ea¢ily piQ~ed ho~eveh at Qualy (anotheh mine ) 
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the va~n wa~ low and ~equi~ed con~tant ~tooping and wa~ ha~de~ to 

pic~. The~e6o~e, the m .Lnt~~ waf~ed out. The mine~~ had lunch 

buc~et~ which had a t~ay that held wate~ 6o~ d~in~ing. When the 

that would ~ignaf a waf~out. All union membe~~{which wa~ all the 

fabo~e~~ ) woufd leave the mine. Vu~ing the ~t~i~e mine~~ would t~eat 

the 6i~~t day~ a~ a vacation. They would hunt, 6i~h, and wo~~ ~n 

thei~ ga~den~, howeve~, i6 the ~t~i~e went on o6ten they we~e 6o~ced 

to 6ind othe~ employment. 

The gove~nment pa~~ed a law that p~evented the Union Paci6ic 

6~om ~effing thei~ caof to p~ivate co~po~ation~. They could . onfy 

u~e it them~efve~. Since the t~ain~ we~e conve~ting to die~ef 

the~e wa~ little need 6o~ coal. Eventually the mine~ ~hut down 

and mo~t o6 the men fe6t o~ went to wo~~ in the new t~ona mine~. 

On hi~ 6athe~·~ advice, young Nef~on attended Cofo~ado Schoof 
( 

o6 Mine~. Hi~ 6athe~ wanted him to be a mine~ enginee~. But he 

~oon quit and went to the Unive~~ity o6 Wyoming in o~de~ to ~ee~ 

a 6utu~e a~ a Coach. He attended college on a ba~ebaff ~chofo~~hi~l 

Hi~ education plan~ we~e cut ~ho~t though when he wa~ d~a6ted into 

the a~my. 

He wa~ ~ent to Camp Robe~t~ in Cafi6o~nia ~n o~de~ to t~ain 

6o~ active duty in Ko~ea. The Ko~ean Con6fict ended be6o~e he ~aw 

action and he ~e~ved hi~ hitch in Ge~many. He wa~ ~efea~ed ea~fy 

~n o~de~ to complete hi~ education. 

Ante~ g~aduating 6~om the Unive~~ity o6 Wyoming he ~ecu~ed a 

job a~ a teache~ and coach at Co~eviffe, Wyoming High Schoof. He 

lived the~e 6ive yea~~. I~ i~ the~e that he met hi~ wi6e, Ka~en 

Nate. He ~new he~ th~ee yea~~ be6o~e ma~~ying he~ and then ma~~ied 
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he~ at Co~eville in the L.V.S. chu~ch. 

They ~etu~ned to Roc~ Sp~ing~ in 7963 when he landed a teaching 

and coaching po~ition at We~te~n Wyoming College )then ~tationed in 

Reliance). He then went to wo~~ at Roc~ Sp~ing~ High School a~ a 

coun~elo~, then a p~inciple, and 6inally a~ the athletic di~ecto~, 

a title he ~till hold~. 

M~. t M~~. Nel~on have 6ou~ child~en: Scotti~ twenty yea~~ 

old and attend~ We~te~n Wyoming College, Shawn i~ eightteen and i~ 

g~aduating thi~ yea~ 6~om Roc~ Sp~ing~ High School, Chad i~ nea~ing 

hi~ 6ou~teenth and i~ in the eight g~ade, K~i~tin i~ 6i6teen and a 

~ophomo~e at Roc~ Sp~ing~ High School. The 6amily ~e~ide~ at 421 

F~emont Avenue. M~. Nel~on i~ the la~t membe~ o6 hi~ 0amily ~till 

~e~iding in Wyoming. 



NAME: 0EDR.6 E: W, tJ£~ ON 

PRESFNf ADDRESS: 4-~ I Fr<t::MoNT AVE. r<.ocK: 5f't<..u.J§.5
1 
WYO 

1. -- Present profession or occupation: 
A-mE.LETIG DI~GCTVR. (R.S,H.5) 

2; Occupations followed in the past (give dates): 

3. Date of birth: f( ... zf-1'1~ I Place of birth: OIJJ: CI'ZECK lj)L, 

4. Date of moving to Wyoming: I 94-1 

5. -Full name of parents (give mother's maiden name) 
MIU.. p, /Vel-SO/V 
m,:ue v. r v re 6-I.J S()tJ 

0 
n.¥'/ n 6. Names of brothers and sisters (and to whom married): . CI'\AJ.ADYI nn.1111 

~/(../...- t~, NG"LSON t?7~fllel{i'"/) /J{)~.IIY /)Dit.O'r/1'( NELSON trJif/€RIE/) L-L-'"''""'AV ~~" 
/V'0"-11 Ala.50N' " A/f{;L€ PINE t'A-1~1Ct»1.JElSf)l\l rYJIILtl£0 IJOYl€ GI#Gclil 

VIII/If /1/ IV~ l.SO N. " t!O E"~r SH.~~ 1< 
.J/ff\IG NB.:SoiV 11 Ro ~/Cr .8V 'ft.JS 

. 7. - scnools attended - (g1ve dates : ulf/t'"'~¥1~1-ry oF win'.._ tct:J0 -55 
!<£LIH/Vt.£ lf/6-H 'S~ODL- 19~-.tf'j Vc;.JC..J lU-

t,.(JI-Ote/41)0 SMIOOi- lA ~JIVG s I q s 0 
8. Places of residence in Wyoming_ (give dates): 
(2£/,Jfl-fl)~ IC,LfJ- lq'fq JeOc,.e;_ ~fltei!Vtff I"!/, 2-

8/)J:::EI//Li-G' 1957- /9~ 2 L/!fV1ml£ 1951 --1955 
9. ~lilitary service (dates, awards, area served, rank, etc.j: 

,4/t.m Y 19S3-5S , P~ J tl ArE 

10. Political offices held (give dates): 
NO AlE 

11. Political affiliation: fJE/VJOCte14T 
-

12. Religious affiliation: LOS 

13. ~~rriage (spouse's name, date and place of marriage): 

~nK.£"1\1 IVI1T£, 1--15-61, (!okev'/ /e1 Wttom1n9 
14. Children (names, dates of birth, grandchildren, etc.): 

6~oerJ-G :Jwrr N£1-5~'!11 4--20 _,3 
MICJ.fGt:;L. .JJfR-WN Al/iUJOIVJ I~-2q- bf{-

kt<,l St'/ AJG:Wolt/1 t.~ -2.1- ~0 
Df/--1/ll) t.Af#-1) IV!ZLSON 1 _, _ 17 -b8 

15. -List -of clubs and societies of which you are a member: 
L-ION5 
t::LXS 
tJ'({)mJN(r ·d.IJII{ReS lfSSDCII/riOV 

'' 111HEI£nt IJJ tre10t!.S /HSOCI/frt()/11 
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