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by
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Geonge W. Nelson was born in Oak Creek, Colorado on Sept. 21,
1931, His father worked in the coal mines of Lthe area until they
closed. Aftern hearnding of work in Wyoming, Zhe gfamily drove to Zhe
Rock springs area 4n 1941, 4in a "29" Budck.

Mrn. Nelson hecalls the finst time he saw Sweetwater County.

It was a complete conthast to what he had knowon Oak Creek was
a town of many Ztrees and fertile Land. 1% conthasted consdiderably
with the barrnen rangeland of southwest Wyoming.

Upon arniving, Nelson's fathen, Carnf F. Nelson seanrched for a
home. He found what many o4 the mine workens Lived 4in, box caxns.
They family moved into the box car and made a home of 4£. Thenre
wene five Legt in the family when the family arnived. Canl and
Marganet Nelson and their children, Cank Jundiorn, Geonrge and Jane.
One of the sistens died Lin Anfancy and the otherz Dorothy, Patricida,
and Nora werne marnnied and had Left home.

Geohrge was nine when he arnived at Rock Springs. Besddes
the negulan undion sponsored games such as baseball, the children
04 these camps would play Zhere own games such as "Run Sheepy Run."
This game 45 a Lot Like hide and go seek only the children wenre
divided Ainto teams and would hide 4in groups. The children played
these games undern the sitreet LAights at night, adding to the excite-
ment of the game. The group of youngsterns were not ethnically
mixed because fthe races Ln the community basically Lived Lin

sepanate places of the town.



Mr., Nelson was 4in the f4i4th grade when he starnted school 4in
Wyoming. He necalls the strnong discipline the teachens had 4in classes.
14 a student stepped out of Line he was repremanded by his teachen
and/on principle, often by a paddle kept in theirn office. Things
weren't much betten when they returned home, for they were often
spanked again by thein parents. The parents didn't Like thein kids
to get 4in trouble at school because they had a great nespect fon the
teachens. The only difgernence accorded the sexes in school was boys
could compete 4in athletics, whereas ginls could not.

Canl Nelson, Geornges fathern, starnted working in the coal mines
when he was nine years of age but George didn't starnt until aften
high school. He wornked only to make enough money Lin ordern to get
to college, but still Learned a Lot of the mining f4Leld..

He necalls how the Union Pacific Coal Company not only ran Zthe
coal mines but also most of the othen businesses in town. The wonrk-
ens were forced to patronize the corporated stornes, and were occa-
sionally subject to fairnly high prices because of the Lack of
competition.

Nelson's family was very pro-union, Carl Nelson was actively
involved An Andtiating union activity in Colorado. Undon Leadens
wene thought of 4in the same breath as Franklin D. Roosevelt (who
was greatly Loved by the people in this area). When Undited Mine
Wonkens President, John L. Lewds came to fown he was given Zhe
noyal Ztrheatment. ALthough there was some talk of his salary and
that of his daughtens beding too high.

Lige gon the minens centered around the union. The union hatll
was the centen of activity on most every week-end. 1t was the site

of the dances and town celfebrations. ALt the union hall one could



dance, convense, and drnink. Not only the adults drank but also
can occasional youngstern, at the time therne wenre no drinking Laws.
ALso, thene was a one Lane bowling alley 4in Zhe back.

The undions werne the centern of enterntainment forn all of those
in town. 14 the undon didn'zt help to ententain Zhe workens went
without. The workens didn'zt have much to spend on birnthdays and
Christmas s0 thenrefonrne, the big holiday was Labor Day. On Labonr
Day the undion would bring 4in such celebrities as Glen Millern and
Onin Tucker. Much of the celebration occurred on K Street. They
had coal choveling contest and other work related games. K Street
had about twenty saloon and much mernniment occurred during this
celebration.

The unions changed conditions for the worken greatly. 1%
enhanced his wages and hourns and also set up safety regulations.
When Geonge's fathen worked 4in the mines, he only worked eight
houns but was also rnesponsible forn getting 4in and out of the mine.
He would often go 4in before Light and get out agten dark and
accidents wene common. When George and his brothern went to work
forn the company they wonrked stnight houns and thein employens had
instituted safety negulations and even had contests between minding
crnews forn safety.

Stniking duning thdis time had been cut down somewhat, but
sinikes st4iLL occurnned. Often the employens would bring 4in scabs
to neplace the wonrnkens, this nesulted 4in violence towanrd the scab
wonrkens. Not all sindikes wene major walkouts. Mr. Nelson reports
of difgernent conditions in different mines being the culprit of
minon sitniking. Forn Instance, the mines that he workedin, the coal

vane was high and easily picked howevern at Qualy (another mine)



the vain was Low and nequinred constant stoopding and was hardern %o
pick., Thernegorne, the minerns walked out. The minens had Lunch
buckets which had a tray that held water for drinking. When Zhe
minens wene tinrned o0f his cincumstances he would spill his watern and
that would signal a walkout. ALL union memberns(which was all zhe
Laborens)would Leave the mine. During the stnike minens would treat
the §inst days as a vacation. They would hunt, §4ish, and work Ln
thein gandens, howevern, 4§ the strike went on often they wenre forced
to f4ind othen emplLoyment.

The government passed a Law that prevented the Union Pacific
grom selling thein caol to private corporations. They could only
use At themselves. Since the trains were converting to diesel
thene was Little need fon coal. Eventually the mines shut down
and most of the men Left on went to work Ain the new Zrhona mines.

On his fpathen's advice, young Nelson attended Colorado School
04 Mines. His father wanted him to be a miner engineen. But he
soon quit and went to the Undversity of Wyoming 4in ordern to seek
a future as a Coach. He attended college on a baseball scholonrnshdpp
His education plans werne cut short though when he was drafted Lnto
the army.

He was sent to Camp Robents in Californda 4in orden to thain
forn active guty in Korea. The Korean Conglict ended before he saw
action and he served his hitch 4in Germany. He was released early
Ain orden to complete his education.

Aften graduating grom the Undvernsity of Wyoming he secured a
job as a teacher and coach at Cokeville, Wyoming High School. He

Lived thene five years. 18 448 therne that he met his wife, Karen

Nate. He knew hern three years before marnrying her and then marndied

4



hen at Cokeville Ain the L.D.S. church.

They neturned to Rock Springs 4n 1963 when he Landed a teaching
and coaching position at Western Wyoming College )then stationed 4in
Refiance). He then went to work at Rock Springs High School as a
counselon, then a princdple, and finally as the athletic dinrectonr,
a title he st4LL holds.

Mr. & Mnrs. Nelson have fourn children: Scott <4 twenty yeans
old and attends Westenn Wyoming College, Shawn 448 edighitteen and L3
ghaduating this yeanrn from Rock Springs High School, Chad 44 neanring
his founteenth and 448 Ln the edight grade, Krdistin A4 fifteen and a
sophomore at Rock Springs High School. The family hresdides at 421
Fremont Avenue. Mr. Nelson 44 the Last memben of his family sLLL4L

nesddaing 4in Wyoming.



NAME:  (OEORGE W, Netson
PRESENT ADDRESS: 421 FREMONT AVE., ROCK SPRINGS. WYO

1.-Present profession or occupation:
ATHELETIC DIRECTOR (R.3.H.5.)
2: Occupations followed in the past (give dates):

3. Date of birth: §-2/-193 Place of birth: 0K CKREEK (0L.

4. Date of moving to Wyoming: / 94/

5.-Full name of parents (give mother's maiden name)
el F, l‘/glJDN'
MARCERT FVREVSON

6. Names of brothers and sisters (and to whom married):
AARL R, NELSDN 1IRRRIED DORTHY ( DORGTHY NELJOX/‘MAIQJ?IED LECNARD CLAR
NORA nveLson/ " NERLE PINE ATRICIBN/ELSON IMPRRIED) DOYLE GAGER

" r@éq S
VIVIBN NVELSON ggr #? ,5 e

JANVE M. ' e T B
' %%gzﬁi/%%e%efz(%ﬁ’ﬁjﬁfiq% =Hq VNIVERSITY OF WYD. 19%0-35

LOLORRRAPDO SLHOOL OF minvgs 1980
8. Places of residence in Wyomin égive dates):
RELIRVCE 1941 — 1949 ROLLESPRINGS 196 2—
COLEVILLE 1757 - 196 2 LARAMIE 1951 - 1955
9. Military service (dates, awards, area served, rank, etc.):

ARMY 1953-55 ,PRIVATE
10. Political offices held (give dates):
NONE

11. Political affiliation: JEMPDLRAT
12. Religious affiliation: /. /)5

13. Marriage (spouse's name, date and place of marriage):
KAREN NVATE, 4—15-61, do/cew//e/ M/l/ommg
14. Children (names, dates of birth, grandchildren, etc.):
CEORGE Jeom NELSON, 4--2.0 -3
MICHERL SHRWN NELSON, 12 - 29 - (4

KRIST| NELSON ) & =2 -
OAVID LMD werson)) x - ,7’_%

15.-List-of clubs and societies of which you are a member:
LIONMS

ELKS
WYOMING COREHES ASSDCURTION

Y ATHELETIC DIRECTORS HSSOCIATION
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