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Introduction

 One of the popular 

themes of Young Adult 

Literature is growth 

from being a child into 

being an adult. I will 

explore how current 

discourse related to 

this topic applies to 

several fantasy series.



Background

 Followed major characters 
in:

 Tamora Pierce’s Song of 
the Lioness and The 
Immortals series

 Terry Pratchett’s Tiffany 
Aching series

 J.K. Rowling’s Harry Potter
series

 All are fantasy books

 Characters learn about 
selves, limits, place in the 
world, how actions can 
effect others and world



Alanna of Trebond and Olau

 Series goes from life as a 

page to knighthood

 Wants to be a knight

 Twin brother Thom who 

wants to be a sorcerer

 They switch places

 Must learn to face all of 

her fears in life, including 

her fear of love



Daine Sarrasri

 Ages: 13 to 16

 Orphaned then 
abandoned by village

 Sees things in black and 
white, like Stormwings

 Series follows her as she 
learns her powers, learns 
to fight for what she 
believes in and for those 
she loves, learns that first 
impressions are not always 
the ones to keep



Tiffany Aching

 Ages: 9, 11, and 13

 “She’d read the 
dictionary all the way 
through. No one told her 
you weren’t supposed 
to.” (The Wee Free Men 
4)

 Young shepherdess with 
First Sight and Second 
Thoughts who learns 
about becoming a witch

 Very logical, objective



Hermione Granger

 Ages: 11 to 18

 One of Harry’s 
sidekicks, so often 
stereotyped as sidekick

 ‘The girl’ of the group –
brainy, quiet, and 
seemingly useless

 Offers a contrast 
between girls’ and boys’ 
development

 Series told from boy’s 
perspective



Discussion

 Fairy stories help kids 

learn to relate to the 

world

 Characters mature through 

series

 They learn responsibility 

for themselves and their 

actions

Lord Rikash Moonsword, Stormwing



Alanna

 Learns to love and let 

people in

 She has to use all of 

her abilities, including 

her Gift

 Learns she can be a 

woman and a knight

 Learns she can’t save 

everyone



Daine

 Relationship with and 

view of Stormwings 

changes and adapts

 Learns there are many 

grey areas in life

 Grows into a woman 

with developed 

opinions



Tiffany

 First book: smarter-than-

average nine-year-old 

who deals with things 

way beyond her 

maturity level

 Second book: leaves 

home to learn witchcraft 

and battle hiver

 Third book: 13 and 

learns about boys
The Wintersmith



Hermione

 Does not give up in the 

face of challenges

 Matures quickly because 

involved in war

 She takes on a more 

active role as the series 

progresses

Hermione threatening Draco



Conclusion

 More time covered in a series reveals more 

development from young girl to mature woman

 Fantasy portrays young adult girls coming into their 

own power

 From here, either:

 Focus more on one series for more detail

 Broaden spectrum to include more series



Acknowledgements

 Dr. Barbara Chatton

 Honors Program

 McNair Scholars Program

 My MacBook

 Coe Library



Articles

 Bettelheim, Bruno. The Uses of Enchantment. New 

York: Alfred A. Knopf, 1976. 

 Thompson, Deborah L. "Deconstructing Harry: 

Casting a Critical Eye on the Witches and Wizards 

of Hogwarts." Beauty, Brains, and Brawn: The 

Construction of Gender in Children's Literature

(2001): 42-50.

 Yolen, Jane. Touch Magic. New York: Philomel Books, 

1981. 



Books

 Pierce, Tamora. Alanna: The First Adventure. 

New York: Radom House, 1983.

 Pierce, Tamora. In the Hand of the Goddess. 

New York: Radom House, 1984.

 Pierce, Tamora. The Woman Who Rides Like a 

Man. New York: Radom House, 1986.

 Pierce, Tamora. Lioness Rampant. New York: 

Radom House, 1988.

 Pierce, Tamora. Wild Magic. New York: Random 

House, 1992.

 Pierce, Tamora. Wolf-Speaker. New York: 

Random House, 1994.

 Pierce, Tamora. Emperor Mage. New York: 

Random House, 1995.

 Pierce, Tamora. The Realms of the Gods. New 

York: Random House, 1996.

 Pratchett, Terry. The Wee Free Men. New York: 

HarperTempest, 2003.

 Pratchett, Terry. A Hat Full of Sky. New York: 

HarperTempest, 2004.

 Pratchett, Terry. Wintersmith. New York: 

HarperTempest, 2007.

 Rowling, J.K. Harry Potter and the Sorcerer’s 

Stone. New York: Scholastic, Inc, 1997.

 Rowling, J.K. Harry Potter and the Chamber of 

Secrets. New York: Scholastic, Inc, 1999.

 Rowling, J.K. Harry Potter and the Prisoner of 

Azkaban. New York: Scholastic, Inc, 1999.

 Rowling, J.K. Harry Potter and the Goblet of 

Fire. New York: Scholastic, Inc, 2000.

 Rowling, J.K. Harry Potter and the Order of the 

Phoenix. New York: Scholastic, Inc. 2003.

 Rowling, J.K. Harry Potter and the Half-Blood 

Prince. New York: Scholastic, Inc, 2005.

 Rowling, J.K. Harry Potter and the Deathly 

Hallows. New York: Scholastic, Inc, 2007. 



Images

 “Wintersmith Cover.” TerryPratchettBooks.com. 7/24/2008. 

<http://www.terrypratchettbooks.com>.

 Patti, Joyce. “Wild Magic Cover.” Tamora Pierce’s Fansite. 

7/24/3008. <http://tamorapierce.com/gallery.htm>.

 GrandPre, Mary. “Harry Potter and the Goblet of Fire

Cover.” Barnes and Noble. 7/24/2008. 

<http://www.barnesandnoble.com/>.

 “A Hat Full of Sky Cover.” TerryPratchettBooks.com. 

7/24/2008. <http://www.terrypratchettbooks.com>.

 Patti, Joyce. “In the Hand of the Goddess Cover.” fanpop!. 

4/15/2010. 

<http://images.fanpop.com/images/image_uploads/In-the-

Hand-of-the-Goddess-tamora-pierce-59093_296_500.jpg>.

 Patti, Joyce. “Emperor Mage Cover.” Tamora Pierce’s 

Fansite. 7/24/3008. <http://tamorapierce.com/gallery.htm>.

 Patti, Joyce. “Wolf-Speaker Cover.” Tamora Pierce’s 

Fansite. 7/24/3008. <http://tamorapierce.com/gallery.htm>.

 “The Wee Free Men Cover.” TerryPratchettBooks.com. 

7/24/2008. <http://www.terrypratchettbooks.com>.

 Patti, Joyce. “Wild Magic Simon & Schuster Reissue 

Cover.” Tamora Pierce’s Fansite. 7/24/3008. 

<http://tamorapierce.com/gallery.htm>. 

 “A Hat Full of Sky Alternative Cover.” 

TerryPratchettBooks.com. 7/24/2008. 

<http://www.esteve.co.uk/Jo/Discworld/Images/A%20Hat

%20Full%20of%20Sky.jpg>.

 “Hermione brewing Polyjuice Potion.” Internet Movie 

Database. 7/24/3008. <http://www.imdb.com>.

 Tan, Laura. “Lord Rikash Moonswowrd.” Elfwood Science 

Fiction and Fantasy Art. 7/24/2008. 

<http://www.elfwood.com/art/n/a/natarual/lord_rikash_moo

nsword.jpg.html>.

 Patti, Joyce. “Lioness Rampant Cover.” Barnes and Noble. 

4/18/2010. <http://www.barnesandnoble.com/>.

 “The Realms of the Gods Simon & Schuster Reissue 

Cover.” Tamora Pierce’s Fansite. 7/24/3008. 

<http://tamorapierce.com/gallery.htm>.

 Tealin. “The Wintersmith.” Discworld & Pratchett 

Paraphernalia. 7/24/2008. 

<http://img.photobucket.com/albums/v241/twirlynoodle/dis

c/wintersmith_v3.jpg>.

 “Hermione threatening Draco.” Flixster. 7/24/2008. 

<http://www.flixster.com/movie/harry-potter-and-the-

prisoner-of-azkaban/photos?p=3282016>.



Questions?

Slick


