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·iary Kay Anderson was horn in Linwood, Kansas.. She does not. 

re.membe:r the f .or..ma.tive 1ears any more . Her father owned a merchan­

dis.e st.ore . As. she grew up she helped her father by clerking in 

the store . She has three brothers bQt she is the only girl . She 

says she \vas, somewhat spoiled being_ the only irl . She was ac,tive 

i~muaiQand drama in high schoo~ and a member of the 4H club. 

She attended the University of Kansas. for t~o years but the 

depression interupted her schoolin& and she. had to ~Q to work . She 

gpt the equ.ival.en.t of an assoa.iat.es degree . Then. went to tea.ch in 

a rura~ scho.o~ near her home town, where. she taugpt fo.r four years>. 

4a.r~:s father passed away and she came west with her mother, 

who wan..ted t.o move t .o Evanstan, vyoming_. Jiary ~s older brother 

lived in Evanstan. ifhis was no.t her first trip to lyo.ming .• She 

had been spendin& her summers visiting_ her brother and his family 

be.fore she moved here ., 

She went to teaching in Ly:man., Wyoming_. "lhile. teaching in 

Lyman, she att.ended tha Univers1t~ of Wyoming_. Summer School to 

e.t her B .. S. degree . At. the University sha met. the superinten­

dant of school's, 1•lr· . ~. ' . Tompson, vrho convinced her she should 

come and teach in hock Spr·ing_s. This was in 1941 . 

She started teaching that :Ball at Yellowstone School . There 

were only five. scho.ols in the. area. when she came,, one a junior 

high school . There. was. a_ school staf.f of: abo.ut 85 people includ­

in& the custodians and secretarys. She taught at Yellowstone for 

tvvo years. 1 hile teaching there she met a very nice man , .l•.i.l". 

Anderson. 

he married ~w • .Anderson in 1946. J.·lary was married in l'!:van-

stan by the Congr.e ational minister from Rock Springs . Then they 

t.ook J..llrs . Anders.on, her mother-in-law , along with them on the 
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honeymo_on. Hov1ever they left, her. in Salt Lake City t .o. visit 

family and friends while they \vent~ on to~ California for their 

honeymoon .. Havins_ taught here in I oc.k Springs and her> husband a 

native of' ocl{ Sprin ·s,she just fit right in when she married. 

She was and is. a dedicated t .eacher and c.ontinued to. teach 

after. she got married. In 1949 they moved t .o Salt Lake. She 

taUGh~ there for two years.They returned to Rock Springs and 

she has been here ever since. She taught junoir high school when 

she returned. The junior higP, schoDl was in vihat or many years 

was. the district education building. The district education 

building is now a brand. new building_ with a lar e staff on ~loun­

t1an_ View. In 1963 1~ ary was transferred to_ the high school level 

where she taught until she r>etired in 1975. Since retirin& she 

st.ill substitute teaches, is involved with le islation. dealing 

vvith education, and still ver.y much involved \vith tha education­

aL associations in the area and on the stata level. She says she 

enjoys substitute. teaching_. ~t kee.ps her o.n her toes. Her stu~ 

dents think of her in a grandma image and they are. very respec.t­

ful to her . 

' hen she arrived in 1941 , she stayed with the apasque's a~ 

529 B Street . The ·· apasque ,'s v1ere. Czec.hosl.ovakian people. They 

we.r~e very hospitable people and she stayed with them for the two 

years she taught at Yellowstone . The local people of Bock Springs 

told her at that. time that there were 58 nationalities and as 

many langauges being spo.ken in the area . 

She was very lonely when she first came to o.ck Springs. 

She missed the trees and shrubs and game she was used to. seeing. 

however vlhen. she told l~lr.a. apas.que that ·o_ck Springs was a ter­

rible plac.a to be_, •irs . hapasque told her. that. no. one had made 
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her o,ome , it was her dec..ision. made of her. o.wn free will . She 

g_uesse.d then that. she did not have any r .o.om for complaints . 

After. being hene awhile she dis~overed the people were as nice 

as could_ be . They were also_ ver .y_ festive people . hey :performed 

their native dances on their native holidays . In the · all there 

was a . Grape :Festival. 'llhe alavinski Dome, was deoo.rat.ed with -- ._ 

rapes. aDd vine£ and danci~ ensued. The rapes and vines had to 

b.e shipped in by the truck load. for· the o.ccasion.. In surrounding 

areas children were allowed time of~ .. from school, or several · 

days, to stomp the grapes for \vine . /hen 1'la.ry ask if_ they washed 

their fee:t ·o.od first, she was told v1hat difference does it make 

when it. fe:r.menta . She said for the. lo.ng_est.. time this really turn­

ed hen o~f tQ tha Dago ed wine . She could not drink it . This 

po~ed a problem because. this_ was the wina she was expected to 

drink at any Italian home she was invited to . She eventually ot 

over it . The Dago ed v;ine v1as a very str-ong_ wine . 

vhen she came to. ock Spring_s in 1941 it was a very rugged 

l ooking_ place . It. was a s mall collllnWli ty with ver·y fevl building_s 

of any size . There were_ ver.y few finished sidewalks . Only the main 

street.s were paved . ·· hen it rained the str:eets vrere a river of 

mud . It was. a dry and barr·en area . he areas ar..ound the town 

wn~re homes and new businesses. are to.day werebare and open land . 

he town itself has not really changed s he_ says . A ew of the 

buildin&s have been moyed o~ torn down but basicly it is still 

the same . It. is the area a ound t he tovm that has changed . 11ew 

scbools built in the ou.t lying_ are~s, shopping malls, hotels 

and motels, r estraunt£, and lots of new housing . 

'ntertainment ·or a young coupl e in those days was very in­

ter.esting .• !~la y and her husband l i ked to o golf ing . Golfing_ on 
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Dead Horse Canon Golf Course could b.e hazzardous to yo.ur health. 

You had to i eht sabe brush and rattle snakes to keep an eye on 

t he ball if yQu got in the rough and the course it£elf was bare 

and r.ocky and ust as liable to have rattle snakes on it . You 

had tn really like 5 01 to put up with the wind and dirt blown 

around and the rattle snakes . AS she said if yo.u could make par 

on that cuorse then you co··ld play anywhere else and win . 

There was a club house at t he Dead Horse Canon Golf ourse 

where they had dinner parties, dances, luncheons, and parties 

of one sort. or another . Dan_cing was usually done at the club or 

at. private parties, or at t he Eagles club, or at the Slavinski 

Dome . 

rhe Golf Course is now a trailer court_ and new courses have 

bee built which have grass and are. well water_ed . he Slavinsk i 

Dome has been used for many things including a u1ion tall . 

Another enter~tainment was the Kilty Band s ponso ed by ~· r . 

•lc Culauch o the Union Pacific tail:r·oad . The band wore uniror·ms 

of the 1 oy_al Stewart orde ed from Hr .. I·l.cCulaugh ' s home in Scot­

land . There ~ere 25 people in the band but they were of many 

nationalities . Their names printed on a program at . .first vlere a 

outhfull for l·iary . hey played for many occasions and even in 

co etition whe .e they did very well . 

t is much harder to. find a lace -''or dancing or social 

activities of this k ind now without goin _ to a bar . ' here are 

places to. play Bridge, or have luncheons, o.r fash ion shov1s, or 

activities along_ this line at the hotels and some esteraunts .~ 

There was. a Drama Club and Community Theater on .,ront treet., 

where many t ..ree act plays vre:re ut on for the community . How 

plays are put on a~ the hibh School but it is not ~he same since 

ti1e theater was torn down . opefully the:r~e will be a nevi Concert. 
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Hall and theater at the college v1hen construction is finally fin­

ished . 

- ~~ hen s, e arrived her.e there were only the two. Catholic 

churc es, a Congre ational chur·c ll , a Baptist. church, and the 

£piscopal church . Othe~ then the Catholic churches, the churches 

have shared their: buildings over. the years with other faiths un-

til nevf churches could be bull t as ne1rr eople came to LOCk Springs . 

early everY-thing had to be b:r·ouG J.t in by truck or· :t·ailroad 

to ·Lock prings, which made any thing_s expensive. ..ost oods 

\'rere bout_5ht at the company store or the Union ·ere.. The con any 

store was o1ned by the Union acJ.fic ailroad and coal company . 

Local people are now relieved that the boom is o.ver and hope 

that it stays that. way . They also feel that the ':6o kinutes Shown 
.... 

·~ve a very un.favorable report of the town. ·ock Spring_s has al-

ways had a e.d Li ·ht District mainly to serve the coal miners . 

·· eo· le of those days did not thinl;: about it very much . It was 

ther£ to serve its purpose and i&nored by the rest of the community . 

It. has always been along Front Street. and still is . At one time 

durina the boom there was a small bar every other door alons £ront 

Bt eet . That has now leveled back to the ~ont Street. of old . the 

local P-eople were once ve1y open and trusting with new comers but 

the boom changed all o.f tha~ . They ar·e now very cautious about new 

comers . New comers also ment pro.blems f'or lock Spri· s in getting 

enough merchandise, over flowing classrooms , shortage of housing , 

and serio.us traffic pro.blems . {There were. no. traffic siganals be­

fore the 50~ s and very few t- ·affic.. signs, everyone just watched 

out for other vehicals. Some people dr·ove then who would not be 

allov-1ed dr·ivers licenses today . ) 

rhen the Spri :r·ains came so did the Indians . rlthey cane 

down. from the reservations to sell their bead work, mocco.ains, 
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purses , bands , g loves , and clothing to the local people . One 

I ndian in particular named Indian ~J a g ie stayed with .1.•lr·s . Anderson 

( 
. I 
.L'lar-y s ., other- in- la\v) each S r i ng . .L·trs . Ander s on woulc_ nake 

.da ·ie house dre s ses ( l"iau.wie liked to v1ear t hem) in exc.hanGe f or· 

.t•latJ;ie .'. s bead t:;oods • .Har y has since donated many of those bead 

·oods to the museum in Green 'iver . 

4ari ·ay Anderson is 7.4 years old and a very active lady . 

She tau5ht. 34 year~ in the ock Srpings school system and still 

substitutes . he los~ her husband in 1963 and lives alone i n the 

house they built just three years bef ore he died . According to 

her there is still alot she can do. for education. in this s tate 

and as long_ as she is able she vrill w·ork towards 1 t . I thi nl\: she 

~vill accomplish uch that_ is needed before her t .ime is up . 

J.•y source was Jlery Kay Anderson herself . 
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