
U.W. STUDENT OPINION SURVEY, 2002 

The Dean of Arts & Sciences at the University ofWyotning commissioned the Survey 
Research Center (SRC) for data entry and analysis on a two-part survey of student opinions at 
UW, conducted in the spring of2002. This document presents the results of the part of the 
survey containing questions specific to the University of Wyoming. 

METHODS 

The survey fonn was based on questionnaires designed and used at UW in earlier years, 
which in tum had been compiled from various sources. The SRC played no role in questionnaire 
design, sampling, or data collection. Respondents consisted of those students agreeing to 
participate, from a campus-wide sampling of spring semester classes taught at 9 AM on 
Wednesdays, plus additional classes taught through the UW Outreach School. All students in 
attendance on the day the survey was conducted received two questionnaires, the UW form and a 
national survey. During May and June, 2002, SRC personnel entered the data from the 
completed questionnaires provided by the Dean of Arts & Sciences, using specialized software 
for that purpose and procedures for quality control. There were 1782 respondents from the 
Laramie campus, and 116 Outreach respondents. Simple random samples of these sizes would 
yield margins of error of about 2.5 and 9.5 percentage points, respectively, with 95% confidence. 
However, the cluster design used (sampling entire classes) produces larger margins of error that 
cannot be precisely calculated from the information available to the SRC. 

SELECTED HIGHLIGHTS 

The accompanying graphs cover a few of the key findings. Like their counterparts two 
years ago, respondents on the Laramie catnpus in 2002 rate the quality, variety, and cost ofUW 
academic programs as tnost important in the decision to attend. As shown in the detailed 
tabulations (not graphed), Outreach students respond similarly. By overwhehning margins, both 
groups of students are pleased with their UW education and would recommend the University to 
a friend or relative. Among those who transferred to UW from another institution, most found 
the transfer in general to be easy, but a substantial minority report difficulties with the transfer of 
credit hours. 

ORGANIZATION OF THIS REPORT 

This introductory section concludes with the graphs just discussed. Part One provides the 
complete question wording, response frequencies, and percentages for every item in the survey, 
for all Laramie-campus respondents. Results are presented for the 2002 survey and, where 
possible, the 2000 survey as well. Comparative results are shown only for those items that were 
nearly identical in both surveys, but even for those items caution is needed in interpretation 
because the two surveys differed considerably in question order, item wording, and response 
categories. Part Two gives response frequencies and percentages for Outreach students from the 
2002 survey only, since the 2000 survey was restricted to the Laramie campus. Appendices 
provide the full text of all written cotmnents. 
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PART ONE: 

· LARAMIE CAMPUS 
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University of Wyoming 
Student Opinion Survey 2002 

LARAMIE CAMPUS 

2002 Respondents = 1782 
(2000 Respondents= 1533) 

( . 
Note: (Where relevant, 2000 results are shown in parentheses.) 

1. Where do you currently live? (check one) 

26.7°/o (23.2%) In a UW residence hall 
4.5%, ( 5.5%) In a fraternity or sorority house 
8.1% ( N/ A*) In a UW aparttrtentlhouse 

56. 7%, ( N/ A*) Off Campus apartment, not with parents 
2.6o/o ( 2.5%) With your parents 
1.0% ( N/ A) None of the above apply 
0.5% ( 0.8%) No answer 

(*These two categories were combined in the 2000 questionnaire, accounting for 66.1% of the 
responses.) 

2. How important was each of the following in influencing your decision to 
attend the University of Wyoming? 

Very Somewhat Not Important Don't 
Important Important At All Know 

UW Characteristics 

Location of UW 35.1 °/o 46.9°/o 16.5o/o 0.8°/o 
(43.2%) (42.9%) (12.9%) (0.5%) 

National ranking/ 11.0°/o 47.7°/o 36.1 °/o 4.5o/o 
reputation of UW (10.0%) (46.4%) (36.5%) (6.1%) 
Cost of attending UW 72.7°/o 21.3o/o 5.3°/o 0.5% 

(74.8%) (19.6%) (4.6%) (0.5%) 
Size ofUW (number of students) 19.7o/o 48.2°/o 30.7°/o 0.8°/o 

(30.3%) (45.5%) (22.0%) (1.0%) 
Quality of academic programs 49.2°/o 42.0°/o 6.9°/o 1.4°/o 

(57.9%) (34.6%) (5.4%) (1.6%) 
Availability of desired academic 54.6°/o 35.5°/o 7.5°/o 2.1 °/o 
programs (57.1 %) (36.1 %) (4.5%) (1.3%) 
UW Services & Programs 

A scholarship award at UW 50.1 °/o 23.2°/o 20.7°/o 5.40/o 
(46.1%) (23.4%) (25.6%) (3.7%) 

A tuition-reduction award (WUE, 
23.9o/o 12.7o/o 46.1 °/o 15.6°/o Nebraska Good Neighbor) 

Printed materials from your 16.6°/o 44.4°/o 31.7°/o 6.3% 
major department or college (20.7%) (44.7%) (32.3%) (1.7%) 

No 
Answer 

0.8% 
(0.5%) 
0.7% 

(1.0%) 
0.3°/o 

(0.5%) 
0.6o/o 

(1.1 %) 
0.6o/o 

(0.5%) 
0.4°/o 

(1.0%) 

0.6% 
(1.2%) 

1.7% 

1.0% 
(0.7%) 
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Very Somewhat Not Important Don't No 
Important lm!!_ortant At All Know Answer 

Printed materials from UW, not 
9.1 °/o 46.2°/o 38.4°/o 5.3°/o l.Oo/o 

a particular department or 
(12.9%) (50.8%) (34.1 %) (1.6%) (0.7%) 

college 
UW's website and on-line 18.4°/o 35.5o/o 40.5°/o 4.9°/o 0.8% 
information (9.4%) (24.8%) (59.6%) (5.2%) (1.0%) 
UW commercials on TV /radio 1.6°/o 15.4°/o 72.3o/o 10.0% 0.6°/o 

(2.1%) (10.8%) (79.5%) (6.7%) (1.0%) 
Phone calls from UW students 

2.8°/o 13.9o/o 73.2o/o 9.2o/o 0.8% 

Visits to the UW campus 19.0o/o 44.6o/o 31.1 °/o 4.0°/o 1.3% 
(33.1 %) (35.4%) (27.9%) (2.8%) (0.8%) 

College fairs at your high school 7.7°/o 29.6o/o 53.1 o/o 8.6°/o 1.0°/o 
or community college (9.5%) (24.4%) (57.7%) (7.6%) (0.8%) 
UW Honors Program 5.1% 14.3°/o 68.0°/o 11.5% 1.2% 

(6.2%) (22.2%) (63.8%) (6.8%) (1.0%) 
Participation in UW pre-college 
summer programs (Upward 

5.4°/o 9.4o/o 68.5°/o 15.8o/o 0.8°/o 
Bound, High School Institute, 
U-DOC, SRAP, etc.} 
Availability of extra-curricular 14.8°/o 47.0°/o 34.2o/o 2.6°/o 1.4°/o 
activities (13.1 %) (40.7%) (40.8%) (4.4%) (1.0%) 
Visits from UW students to your 

3.8o/o 21.8°/o 65.1 o/o 7.8°/o 1.5°/o 
high school or community 
Attendance at UW new student 

9.7o/o 31.7°/o 50.8o/o 6.5°/o 1.3°/o 
orientation 
Attendance at Discovery Days 

3.1 °/o 13.7°/o 66.1 °/o 15.8°/o 1.4°/o 

UW personnel and other 
people 
UW admissions staff 

17.0o/o 43.7o/o 33.7% 4.4°/o 1.2o/o 

UW faculty members 
28.8o/o 40.7°/o 25.8°/o 3.5°/o 1.2o/o 

UW coaches 
10.2°/o 14.4°/o 64.3°/o 9.9°/o 1.3o/o 

UW alumni (excluding parents) 
6.9°/o 22.3o/o 60.4°/o 9.0o/o 1.4°/o 

Parents/Family members 
28.1 °/o 40.5o/o 27.7o/o 2.6o/o 1.2o/o 

Friends attending UW 
21.4o/o 38.3°/o 36.4°/o 2.6o/o 1.3°/o 

High school counselors 
6.1% 24.5°/o 63.1 °/o 5.1 o/o 1.2°/o 

High school teachers 
6.7°/o 26.9°/o 59.7% 5.4% 1.2% 

UW Outreach Centers 
2.8°/o 9.9°/o 71.6°/o 13.4o/o 2.3°/o 

Wyoming Community College 
5.4°/o 12.5°/o 67.3o/o 13.4°/o 1.4°/o 

teachers or counselors 
UW/Casper College personnel 

2.9°/o 7.6°/o 71.2% 17.1% 1.3% 

High school coaches 
5.1 °/o 12.9°/o 69.6o/o 11.1 °/o 1.4°/o 
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