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Clinical Trauma

S There are differences between clinical trauma and colloquial 

trauma 

S Definition of  clinical trauma

S “Exposure to actual or threatened death, serious injury or 

sexual violation.” 



Trauma and Behavior

S Difference in prevalence rates for trauma difficulties

S Sexual assault is more prevalent in trauma related difficulties than 

Physical assault and physical assault is more prevalent than 

accidents.  

S Perceptions of  trauma is important 

S Certain trauma may elicit distinct perceptions

S Interpersonal problems may differ for different types of  trauma

S Purpose of  our study



Participants & Measures 

S 134 undergraduate students at the University of  Wyoming

S Students were Pre-screened than measured for interpersonal 
problems

S Life Events Checklist (LEC)

S Split into three groups; sexual assault (66), Physical assault (28), 
and accidents (40)

S Inventory of  Interpersonal Problems 32 (IIP-32)

S Domineering (aggressive), Social Inhibition (avoidant of  social 
spaces), and Nonassertive (low boundaries) 



Analysis

S One way ANOVA and average comparisons



Hypothesis
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S No difference between groups 
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Social Inhibition
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S The sexual assault group scored higher than 
physical assault with no difference between 
accidents and physical assault
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S The sexual assault group scored higher than 
physical assault with no difference between 
accidents and physical assault



Discussion

S How we interpret these results

S Trauma type may be linked to interpersonal problems

S Limitations and future directions

S No causal conclusion = longitudinal study

S Self  reporting = family interviews

S Possible implications
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Questions

S ?????

S ?????

S ?????


