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Mary~· Jones was born on December 12, 19 4 in Knotts County 

Missouri. Mary's father was a farmer and the family lived on a 

farm during Mary's early years. Although these were the years 

preceding and during the great depression, farming in Missouri 

was good. 

Mary remembers attending grade school in a one room country 

school. She walked the one-half to three-quarters of a mile to 

school, but also remembers many students riding horses to school. 

Mary stayed in Missouri until she graduated from high school in 

1930. 

After she graduated from high school, Mary attended Barnes 

Business College in Denver Colorado. After graduating from Busi­

ness College Mary worked as a secretary in Denver then went to 

College in Greely Colorado majoring in education. Mary hated her 

education major describing education classes as stupid, but liked 

science courses so she transferred to the University of Wyoming. 

Mary has many fond memories of the University of Wyoming, the 

fondest being that of meeting her husband Frank C. Emerson from 

Basin, Wyoming, son of Governor Frank C. Emerson born on November 

28, 1911. 

Mary~. Jones married Frank C. Emerson on December 27, 1935. 

Mr. and Mrs. Emerson graduated from the University of Wyoming in 

June of 1936, Frank with a degree in Accounting and Mary with a 

bachelors degree in science. The first eight years of the Emer­

son's marriage were a time of change. The Emersons moved 18 times 

in the first eight years of marriage. The first job Frank had 

after college was with Burles Adding Machine Company. While Frank 

worked for Burles, the Emersons lived in Denver, Colorado; Cheyenne, 

Wyoming; Scotts Bluff, Nebraska and Casper, Wyoming, Then the 
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Emersons moved back to Cheyenne where Frank got a job as an office 

manager for a construction company. The construction company 

Frank worked for had contracts to build airports for the govern-

ment during World War II. Mary remembers this time as being dif­

ficult because of moving often with thei~wo children Pat and 

Frank. Moving was difficult because it was often hard to find 

places to live and travel was made hard because of the rations 

on gasoline and tires. 

When the two children were old enough to begin school, the 

Emersons decided the best vto raise a family would be a small 

Wyoming town. In 1943 the Emersons moved to Evanston, Wyoming 

and bought a sporting goods and hardware store. The Emersons 

purchased an adequate house with four bedrooms and a large yard 

for Pat, age 5 and Frank, age 3 to grow up in. Mary described 

Evanston in the. 1940's as a "small sleepy little western town." 

The Emerson's house was located at 239 Ninth Street in Evanston 

which was within five minutes walking distance from their hard-

ware store downtown. On May 6, 1945, Mary gave birth to her 

third child, Mary Elaine. All three of the Emerson children 

attended grade school at Clark Elementary School. Later, the 

Emersons moved to 1348 Sage Street in Evanston which was closer 

to the school's that the children attended. 
Ev "~~()V\ 

In the forties and fiftie~was a railroad town. The Union 

Pacific Railroad maintained a round-house and car company in 

Evanston. All the trains stopped in Evanston to change crews. 

As well as being a Railroad town, Evanston was a Ranching center. 

During this time period Ranchers in the Evanston area were very 

successful because following World War II beef was a~a premium, 
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The winter of 1949-1950 stands out as an especially hard 

winter for Mary. Frank was in the State House of Representatives 

during this winter and the roads were bad enough that he could 

not return to Evanston between Legislative sessions. Mary had 

to run the store and care for the children herself. Mary remem­

bers one day of a great blizzard, the storm was so bad that it 

was blowing the windows out of the school so all the men employed 

by the school district walked all of the small children home. 

Due to Frank's heart problems, the Emersons opened an out­

door restaurant called The Cowboy Chuchwagon in the summer of 

1952. The Chuckwagon was open only three months a year and 

compared to the hardware store caused much less stress in the 

family. The Chuckwagon employed mainly teenagers over the age 

of fourteen and school teachers. The Chuckwagon food was of the 

same type that was served on the actual chuckwagons on cattle 

drives. Much of the food was cooked in dutch ovens over open 

fires. Most of the Chuckwagon's business was tourist trade to 

people enroute to Yellowstone National Park. The Chuckwagon 

was open for 23 seasons until 1981 when it was sold out. 

Frank Emerson died on December 19, 1966 of a stroke. After 

her husband died Mary kept the Chuckwagon open with the help of 

her daughter Mary Elaine and her husband Bill Regnier. During 

this time Mary was on two boards of directors, the Vinta County 

Memorial Hospital Board and the Wyoming Library, Archives and 

Historical Board. Mary was on the Hospital board for nine years 

from 1975-1985. At the time she was on the hospital board, the 

hospital was in bad financial trouble. Mary had to act as hospi­

tal administrator for five months in order to keep the hospital 
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going. Finally because of the financial difficulty, the hospi­

tal board let the Lutheran Hospital and Homes Society take over 

the Hospital. 

The hospital board and the Lutheran homes society set two 

goals: the first was to bring the hospital out of debt and the 

second was to build a new hospital for continuing health care in 

Vinta county. Both of these goals have been met and in 1983, 

Mary turned the first shovel of earth at the ground breaking 

ceremony for the new «inta County Hospital that was opened in 

July, 1983. Mary continued on the hospital board until October 30 

1985. In 1969, Mary Emerson was appointed to the Wyoming State 

Library, Archives, and Historical board by Governor Hathaway. She 

served until 1979. In 1978 and 1979 Mary was the Chairman of the 

State Library, Archives and Historical board. 
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