


Mo to go osell the millk around bown and then go to school.
When school was over, Al had to qdme home o do more  work
and  be in the house by 808@. Al did mobt like this life
which is  very understandable Gt e . Childeren WET &

disciplined seversly when they did not follow their parents

£

rders.  Razor straps were often used to strike the bachk <
the disobedient ohild.

Birthdays were nobt celebrated in the sams fashion as
they are today. UOnoce in awhile, they would gebt & ocake o
Emm@ purich, they did not, howsver, have parties or give
praesents. Some of the holidave which were celebrated weres
Eight-Houwr Day and Labor Day. Eight-How Day was run by the
miners  and  consisted  of games for ochildren and vaudeville
S . Labor Day o was wusually  time for rodeos  and  obher

HNOWE . Other - holidays such as @ Easter aF Chrigtmas were

celebrated by the entire town as a big event. Often people
woulod  save  money for oa long time in order to have a lasrage
pavty churding the hol idays,

Health apddemi os suoh as dipth@ﬁia, ﬁoqping cough, and
searlet fever struck the Bozner  family. “Al himseld was

suspect  to  comvalsions brought on by diptheria for about

wiaht vears., Medical facilities were not exactly  the

graats arouwnd. His treatmant consisted of syrup or othsre
twpes of Lioguids,

Dating in AL%s bime was also wvery didfferent than 10 is

with

of  all, vtk had to treat the

FICHA

respect, " AL remembers., T e

usual by o wasn™ bt much to do oon




dat@m either. Often a date would be something like going to
the show or going riding.

Hany ohanges have taken place in the lay-out  of  Rook
Springs. Different sections of town consisted of places
guch as Chinatown on the north  side, Japanesetown on  the
ngrthea%t, sl @vén a section of people living in tents on
Nwﬁthfrmnt Streat.  Most of the residents were mine  worbkers
NHDSE hmugaﬁ did not have any indoor plumbing. Water was
taken from wells cdug in the ground. Oy e shop el shbed

which was the Clondike Buillding owned by Ben Pacheto.

The Rook Springs of old baes to remind us of the gho
TOWNE We see toﬂa?rmr the towns we see  In western movies.
Gunfights o sﬁootoutﬁ occwred in the streets atter the
miners went Lo bars on Filot Botte or B Steset  following
Wi k. These such fights often were bebtween whites and other
races  which worked in the mines. The competition between

soother at work caused these acts of violence as well &

6

the many racial problems.

Evern  bhough there was  no EEE activity in the area,
people were hung on the bridges over Bitter Creek. The
rasponsible parties were never  brought \ta tridal. Usual
reasons For hanging incluwded fights at wérh o mavbe  just

avmes  of the different races. BecausSe many Facss wera

Ingcle
competing at work, people did not mix  bogether very much.
Children often plaved with sasch obher which is alwavs the

mos they are smart enough not to hold grudgss against

case sl

[ o what color theilr




Fock  Springs  had all  tvpes or  dernominations ot

el 4ol oris. Catholics dominated while Frotestants, Baptis
ard  Methodists came also.  Although many different churches
ware around, no problems ooccuwred over religious feslings.

“l Bozrer worked as a cpal miner for Undon FPacific and
later worked for FMC in  the %hipmiﬁg clerpr e bment ., While
working in the mines, AL associated with people from aboot
& cifterent countries.  No major problems arose  from this
fact basically becagae @ach person was mostly concerned with
his job rather than what others were doing.

Working hours were 70538 to 2015, however his scheduls
cften varied according to the demand for coal. Ml s fres
time was  spent  fishing, hunting, e picnicing with his
Fami ly. SGoorting  activities ‘dmminat@d his  spare time
besping him busy swimming or pitohing horse shoes.

Marny of the clothes he and his children wors were made
by his wife. Whern it becams too cold, they would just stav
i bthe house hecause thafe was not muach else  to o do. The
Bozner’s. maintained .a garden and lived on much larger lobs
than people do now.

Al belonged to the United Mine Workers Undon for

vears while he worked for Union Pacific as a miner.

i wWith  the United States Steel

the UMWY joined forco
Workers Union, Al was with the USSWU for twentv-eight vears.
With  bhe acception of & faw times, he genseally agreed with

of the wunion. Im order to be & mine  worker,

the polioles

vauw  had  to join the wunian. His union supplied them with a




paper every month which came from Union Pacidic and his duess

ware first $1.5368, then went wp  to oo and just kept
L L . Buy the time he retired in 1982, Al's union dues

ware E2H per month.

The union which Al belonged to often held parties for
their members., These were usually things such as shows for
kids, roller skating, or just get-togethers. The Miner's

Merchantile was a store which the union wrged its members to

sl eort . John o L. Lewis  was & undon leader who was very
effective and to whom the miners listened to. M. lLewis

reprasented  the miners well esach time they needed to revise
their contract  bult was especially good when they were
fighting Ffor & pension. Im order to win this settlement,
the workers went on strike for over thres months  swwyilving
on potatoes  and canned meat donated by the welfare svstem.
The one bad thing aboult being part of this wnion was  that
there was no  dnswance policy  covering & workers life.

Women were admitted into the union aftter World War I started

Because S0 many man  were  off  to o war. Mon—whites were
accepted. The average strike was about two to three weeshks

bult were never wviolent., Moo Bozner participated in these
gtrikes in the form of picketing which evervone was all but
raecguired to do. The unimh detinitely did help its workers
i making  conditions  better  and enswing their wages be
fair.

Mo, Hozner dis a Desnoocrat, heas been ever since he heard

abher mine workesrs

"mtay wilth the Democralts, that  way
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verd o will o alwave have work.," His political ties are nobt very

ﬁtromq ard  he is not extremely active. AL first voted for

dRmmﬁ@V@lﬁ as president.  Teno Roncalio’s father was
a junbkman around btown. Roncal io wenlt on to become a 1 awver
arncl sucoesstul political figuwre. Al doss not recall hesaring
of  any  Socialist of Communist parties in this area. His
favorite presidents include, Roosevelt, Trumarn, EBEilsenhowse,
arnd Fennedy.

The Great Depression  was very evident to the Bosner
family. Shoss weres not alwavs warm o comfortable  and his
mother  made  shivts from used flow sacks., MHis father had
stocks in the Denver Bank which were lost. They did have
chickens  and  cattle but there still was not very much to
gal . Thle barely had enough to get by let alone have luxuary
Phems., Y They could not buy coal so they buwned raillroad
tiss in thelr stoves.

Fraohbhibition was very strict but peopls alwaves had soms
Yiguor which came $from Femmerer, Wagons went around  teving
to collect all boose, however, evervone seemned to alwavs
Mave something to dednk. Moonshine or o home-made besr and
whid slkay was popular in Foock Springs.

The boom  breought  peopls in from evervwhere. "Theay

we e coming in faster than vow could imagine.” SBome W e

Tiwimg  drm tents or btraidlor homes on the owtskicrts of town,

Alodid mot like the ddea of all these new people coming into

hig town becat it seemed more érlund1y heftore the boom.

The new people were different in the way they acted and now




it smeensd  as  Lhowuagh  vow never sas anvone that vouw kroew "
Crime rose as a result of the boom and there were basically
ot any good things to come out of the boom.

The report of &8 Minutes characterized Roock Springs as

T N e B A T Al thought that about BE#Y of the report was
true, however, it did not really bother him. Frostitutes

were walking down B Strest  all  the time and after the
report, they were mostly gone., "The report swely did not
help  ow  town  anv." Whan o Al traveled to other places,
gthers asked him about 14 the accusations were btrue to whioh
he replied, "what else will happen with all the new people
coming in%Y The situation is much better now.

Al Bozner®s fondest memories of Rock Springs are just
plain being & kid.  Although there wasn™t as much to do in
this area, he and his friends made best with what theyv had

and enjoyved life.

The best veasrs of &1 Bosner's life were  the 19453 to
2 Mt - He  enjoved them so much because things were

starting to become more modern and yetb dther people still
had & sense of the "old ways". Neilghbors wused to help each
other Dot now even your neighbors don’t talk to each otbther.
The biggest change in ow country i the new things
that we have now such as talevia{mn aried motorbikes.  When he
was growing up, Al only bhad radio and bicvoles, SBooomany rnew
inverntions are  helping today s children lead sasier lives.
"Today™s children have so much but are not as  appreciative

12}

as bhey showld be.




The futuwre ds  bhard to predict. A& major problem is
that ow population is much too large. Today™ s  generation
has  too mach  to o choose from. They now have so much that

they are becoming too choosev.

The ocwrent president is btrying but is not i
effective as  those i the past. Mo longer can the two

parties get together over lssuss which causes ow country bo
brecoms wealk,

Al would wish  to relate to his  grandeohildeen and
others  who are just getting started that vou should do what
vour elders ask. Compared to how it used to be, things are
mueh  easier now.  FEids now don’t work like they should. it

i omuch too easy now and it dis really too bad.
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PRESENT ADDRESS: 259 2 S7are A

1.

2

-Present profession or occupation: ccfewd
Occupations followed in the past (give dates): 4 77C
Date of birth: Akgz«ﬂr‘az,/?z/ Place of birth: Aﬁ%%? 66@&%@70

. Date of moving to Wyoming:

.-Full name of parents (give mother's maiden name)

Fnank § 7oy Bk Lsynen

Names of brothers and sisters (and to whom married):

Wﬁ%ﬁwﬂlé’%w w/qﬁwwmw

anrug - ?zﬂ ﬂ#&ﬂ
Schools attendéd (give dates):
Kok S priny, |

Places of residence in Wyoming (give dates):

Military service (dates, awards, area served, rank, etc.):

10. Political offices held (give dates):

11. Political affiliation: </ emaned

12. Religious affiliation: (L

13. Marriage (spouse's name, date and place of marriage):
amt, 1991, Wenh ) Zapni et/

14. Children (names, dates of birth, grandchildren, etc.):
Al p. - 1942 7KL
Hardypt - na6 748, wlitek
Ao - 1955

15.-List-of clubs and societies of which you are a member:

Wm%acﬂ bl
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