
De~.:,m D•:;.mcson 
November 2Bv 1990 

Recording Ruth Jones on November 10th, 1990. 

The first question I have is where were you born and when? 

f::)!~p t ernb !:?l'. 

lt-Jyoml. 1"1\J. 

·--=·-1 
.~1, 1918 in Baptist Memorial 

Ok. Was there a m1dwife 1n attendance? 

t-.1.:•. It '.-J.:~s~ in the hosp1tal. 

Did ycur mother work? 

No. She kept boarders. 

What was that exactly? 

Hospital in Sheridan 

Well my dad worked 1n the coal mines and the s1ngle guys that 
didn't have homes or w1ves boarded at the housey and she fed them 
and d1d thel.r laundry. We had a b1g house. 

So people ate there and lived there at the time? 

I was too little to remember any of them. 

What can you remember most about the way time was when you were 
young? 

Was there a lot of coal mines? 

Well there was a lot of coal mines where we lived, and in the 
summer time we would go up to Montana , we had a homestead up 
there. We lived in the barn for a while until we got the Cdbin 
built . lt-Je w<:::~rE? thf:>r€·'' fc·r· <:\bout l~wo or thr·t:~e yt-7)<:\r·s . I can't 
remember if my sister was born then or not. 

What was your first impressions of the town when you first came 
here? 

Well we had been in West Virginia for three years and when we 
came here it was nothing but a dust bowl, coal mines all over the 
place and not a tree. The trees were just saplings when we moved 
here. Of course we moved to Superior first, and when we got into 
Super1or my s1ster and I cr1ed for a week. There was absolutely 
nothing in supcr1or, not even one tree, so we came to Rock 
Springs to visit and all they had were little sapl1ngs along 
ninth street here. 

Was the water supply still from the Green River? 
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I suppose so, when we lived in Superior they brought all of our 
water to Superior from Rock Springs, so I imagine that the supply 
was from the Green River here. 

But you didn't get it indirectly from the Green River at all? 

No, it came from big tankers. 

Was it plumbed? 

No it was carried by truck. We had plumbing in Superior but we 
still had outhouses. But all that was in the taps was the water 
from the mines. Well you could drink it but if you drank 1t, it 
would be like taking epsom salts. 

How many mines were there in Superior or can you remember? 

There were four. 

Can you remember the names? 

O'Clark, D mine, B and C mines. 

How many hours a day did your dad work? 

Well, Roosevelt was in at that time so they were only allowed to 
work eight hours a day w1th two days off so it was a forty hour 
week. He let the union take over and he passed the law that any 
worker could join any organ1zation that he wanted to that was for 
his benefit, so that allowed him to work eight hours a day five 
days a week, and before the unions came in he never even had a 
vacation. They never knew what a vacation was. They worked 
right straight through so after that Roosevelt said everyone was 
entitled to two weeks vacation, so all of the miners were gett1ng 
a vacation after that too. 

Was he for the union? 

Yes, he was for the union. 

Were a lot of people for the union? 

Yes, Grover Cleveland was 
was born. He was a union 

too 
man 

but he was in office when my mother 
also. 

What did they do for fun in Superior? 

Well, we had to make our own fun actually. There was no 
television but there was rad1os. They had a dance every saturday 
night, and the W.P.A. put in a sw1mming pool up there. 

Was there any bars or anything like that in Superior at that 



time? 

Dh, Superior had a lot of bars, they had the Union Mere, the 
Working Mens Commercial where people went in, and the had the 
U.P. store which was a company store where the coal miners bought 
there stuff. 

Was there a lot of immigrant people in Superior? 

Oh there were all kinds of nationalities in Superior and in Rock 
Springs. 

There wasn't any more of one nationality than the other? 

Oh no. 

Was there a lot of Japanese? 

There were a lot of Chinese people though that worked on the 
railroads. 

Was violence any different or was there any violence? 

No not in Superior, or in Rock Spr1ngs either at that time. 

Was it pretty mellow then? 

Yes, it was pretty calm. 

What year about was this then? 

About 32 or 33 or something like that. 

Was there any doctors or anybody in the area at that time? 

Each coal mine had its own doctor. The U.P. Coal Company hired a 
doctor for each coal mine to stay out at the camp but there was 
several doctors here in town, and every doctor did ~urgery. They 
didn't have specialists like they do now they had a few but they 
were in the bigger cities, but every doctor was allowed to do 
surgery, give anesthesia. 

Child birth and stuff like that, was he into that, or was there a 
person for that? 

No, the doctors did everything. The U.P. Coal Company hired real 
good doctors. They hired the best they could get. 

Did people buy from a corporative store? 

Well if people wanted to they could buy from a U.P. store which 
was a company store or they could buy from the other stores in 



town which were the competition. 
Springs. 

It was the same way in Rock 

Since there were so many nationalities were there a bunch of 
different hol1days? 

Only the jews recognized different holidays. The mexicans and 
that and everybody all celebrated new years and easter and that 
all on the same day. There were a lot of Catholics, and a lot of 
Mormons. 

Were there a lot of deaths at that time as far as mine deaths? 

No, not during my time. The mines were inspected frequently and 
they had to keep everything up to code. 

Were there a lot of Indians or anything like that? 

No. 

Not passing through or anyth1ng like that? 

No. 

What kinds of games did you play back then as a kid? 

Oh, there were night games l1ke kick the can, run my sheepy run, 
hide and go seek, about the same games they have played for a 
long time until this last generation grew up. We had roller 
skates so we roller skated and we had a roller skating rink. We 
went to dances. 

did the ethnic groups mix? 

Oh yes , everybody m1xed just l1ke family. 

There was no racism or anything like that? 

No. We didn't know any different back then. We were all like 
brothers and sisters. 

Was school 
s t ricter? 

pretty much the same as it now or was it any 

It was about the same. I th1nk they were stricter , I mean t h e 
k i ds in those days did not get by with as nearly as much in those 
days as they do now. Of course we didn't have as much for them 
to do in those days either. We had a football team , basketball 
team, and a glee club and pep club and things like that. 

Was there a band? 
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Oh yesr they had the1r own band. 

What was the population back then or do you remember? 

Well it was about 3,000 back then. 

A lot more then than it is today? 

Oh yes, now it 1s a semi-ghost town. A few people live out there 
but they don't have any stores or anything. 

Was it more populated than Rock Springs was at the time? 

No. It was the biggest coal camp around here but it wasn't as 
big as Rock Springs. Rock Springs had other things. They had 
the railroad and everything here. 

What about colleges around here? 

Were there any people going to college? 

The~e wasn't a college here but a lot 
college. They all went to Laramie or 

of people were going to 
Colorado or Utah. 

Did you go on any vacations or anything like that? 

Yes, we went to Thermopolis almost every y~ar when we lived in 
Rawlins that was our vacation. In the spr1ng when the work 
slacked down we would go to Thermopolis for a couple of weeks and 
then after we moved to Ro· k Springs we would go fishing or 
hunting or camping mostly. 

Did your dad like to go camping quite a bit or hunting and get 
out of town? 

Yes, hunting and fishing mostly. 

Ok, how about your married life . 
at? 

Where did you meet your husband 

Well when I was in nurses training why his sister was in nurses 
training too and I met him through her> 

This mans name was? 

Edward Phillips. 

Dk, where was the ceremony at and what was it like? 

Well I was in nurses training and we weren't allowed to be 
married so we ran away and got married. We ran up to Randolph 
Utah on my days off and when he brought me home there was a 



carnival in town so we went to the carnival and qot on the ferris 
wheel but it was almost ten o'clock and I had to-be in by ten 
o'clock so he had to take me back to the dormitory where I was 
living at the time. 

How long did th1s qo on? 

Well we were married for thirteen years and then he was k1lled. 

He worked for the police department? 

No, the sheriffs deputy department. 

Were you remarried after that 0 

Yes. 

What was your second husbands name? 

William Jones. William David Jones. 

How many children did you have by both husbands? 

Well I had three by Ed and I didn't have any by Bill. Bill was 
killed eleven months after we were married on the highway. 

He worked for the highway department? 

Yes. 

Was t.v. a major part of your life or was it something that was 
just starting? 

No. We didn't get t.v. here until 1955 and i owned the first t.v. 
here because it was right after Ed was killed and I had to got to 
work so they hooked me up right away. 
and bought a t.v. so they hooked me up 
kids had to stay home with Eddie and I 
busy. 

Was radio pretty much before that? 

All we had was radio and shows. 

I went to the Union Marc 
right away because the 
thought it would keep them 

What kind of shows were there on t.v. when /OU first got it? 

Oh, they were all good shows, a lot of movies. Of course I 
didn't watch much television because i was working all of the 
time> They were about the same as they have now. 
science shows. 

Was there much weather reports and news? 

A lot of 



Oh yes, the same thing. 

So it was pretty much the same type of news we have today? 

Yes, there was a lot 
also like we do now. 

o! politics also. We had movies and things 
fhey weren't colored, only black and white. 

Was there any clubs that you belonged to back then? 

I belonged to the homemakers club and 
Legion, the Eagles, The Eastern Star. 
P.T.A. when the kids started school. 
the Eastern Star. 

I belonged to the American 
I was president of the 

I haJ several off1ces 1n 

Did you ever accomplish any major awards or anything while you 
were doing this? 

No. 

When the war went on in 1942 did you have any jobs in it? 

No, I had Patty and Ed was in the navy so we lived with my mother 
and i worked in the doctors office and the drug store during that 
time> 

Was there still a lot of orientals or other nati~nalities around 
after 20 years? 

Oh yes. 

Did any of them own any business inparticular? 

Yes, they had laundries and bakeries and things like that. 

Did you belong to a union after that at all? 

I11 the sheriffs office and the highway department there were no 
unior1s. My dad was always a union man. He was in the union for 
50 years and then he died. 

He agre8d with all of their policies then? 

Yes. 

What were the main things that the unions were fighting for then? 

Equal rights, pay, liveable wages so people could live, doctors. 
The same things people f1ght for now even with out the unions. 

What was the economiLal status back then? 

It was pretty good, of course when we moved out here back east 
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was worse than it was out here. In the east there were people 
starving to death but here they were gett1ng along pretty good. 
People didn't realize how bad it was back then. 

What was it due to? 

Lack of jobs, muney, and they just couldn't make a living. 

What did Wyoming have going for it that the eastern states didn't 
havt:?? 

The unions had a lot to do with it. 
they kept their JObs for them. 

Did the union ever have a newspaper? 

They kept their wages up and 

Yes, it was called the Mine Workers Journal. 

What did it have in it? 

Well, it had things in it that were going around in all of the 
different mines all around the Un1ted States and about the Union 
Presidents and where they were and what thev were saying. They 
had recipes in them and stories in them. It came out every 
month. 

What did people do for recreational activities around here back 
t he:~n? 

Well, they fished and they hunted and they skied. Skiing was 
just becoming popul~r when I was in high school. The W.P.A. 
bought us a swimming pool so we swam a lot and played baseball 
and softball in the summer time and people that had horses went 
horseback riding and things like that. 

Where was the W.P.A. building located in Rock Springs, or was 
that in Superior? 

Well they had a union hall in Superior in White City and they 
also had a union hall here in Rock Springs. 

t·JhE?l'"E! c.l:i.cl PE'ople do m(::o:;t of thc}j_y <:;,l::iin£1 i::\t? 

lr-Jr::~llv I think that J,;:;_cl·.~="-on wa~; tl·1e only place th-:.:tt thc?y coulc:l ~JO. 

l--J-:-:1~:> t h<::\t thE~ mc-:\jOl' y· f.~~; or t t hc-~rl? 

I suppose so because I never did ski then. People in Wyoming 
couldn't really go ~ny further than that because the tars didn't 
go that fast. They weren't like they are now a days. 

What kind of cars were there back then and what was the most 
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popular vehicle? 

Fords, dodges, and chevrolets. I think that's all they had then 
except buicks and chrysler products. 

What was the speed limit then? 

Was it still 55 or was it higher than that? 

No, I don't think they had a speed limit because cars didn't go 
that fast anyway. When you came from Superior to Rock Sp~ings 
you planned to make a whole day out of it. You would come in the 
morning and go home at night. It would be dark when you got 
home> 

Did you buy your groceries in Rock Springs? 

No, they had stores in Superior. 

When you were married did you live here first? 

Yes. 

Did you live here the whole time? 

Yes. 

What's the most memorable thing you can think of from age one to 
nineteen? 

Oh, I don't remember. Probably moving from Sheridan to Rawlins I 
suppose. My dad bought a truck and it didn't have a cab on it or 
anything, so my mother and dad sat in the front of course and us 
kids sat in back with the furniture and when we got to Rawlins 
why we went out to the coal mine and went in the house that we 
were going to live and mother sat down and put some cold cream on 
her face and all of the skin came off of her nose because she was 
all sunburned and putting that cream on her m~dc her skin come 
off. We cried and cried because we thought she lost her nose. 
We were just little kids then. We stopped in Casper and stayed 
over night and they had the wooden oil wells pumping then. The 
pumps were wood, and they pumped all night. They people there 
let us sleep in the tool shed because there was no such thing as 
a tourist court or anything. 

So it just kept you out of the wind then? 

Yes, it kept us out of the w1nd and cold. 

How long did it usually take to drive 500 miles? 

I don't know it took us about 2 or 3 days I think. I don't 
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remember, but I remember the oil wells and my mothers nose 
peeling. 

Were there any b1g ~trikes that you can remember back then? 

No, not that I know of. After we got 
foreman of the coal mine. There were 
they all belong to a union. 

to Rawlins my dad was the 
just 2 men under him and 

What was his name? 

My dad? 

Yes. 

Isaac Barry. 

He was the head of the coal m1ne? 

Yes, he was the foreman of the Rawlins coal mine. 
little wagon mine. 

What did that supply coal for? 

It was just a 

They Just sold it locally to people. Everybody burned coal, then 
was no such thing as gas stoves in that day. 

Nobody burned wood? 

There was no wood around, it was all sagebrush. 

When you came to Rock Springs was there a hospital already here? 

Yes, there was a hospital here. I~ was the miners hospital. The 
miners bu1lt it and then they built a big one. rtrs the old one 
that's on the hill. Then they tore it down and built this new 
one. The only part of the old one they kept was the laundry. 

Was there many women that worked in the mines? 

N~, not in those days. Women didn't seem to care about those 
kind of jobs like they do now. They were more lady like, they 
were nurses and teachers and cler~s. Secretaries, things like 
that. In fact, they didn't do anything like that during after 
the war. A lot of them worked in the coal mines and shops and 
that dur1ng the war. That 1 s when it started getting women into 
heavy labor. They pay wa5. better for women if they worked in the 
coal mine because tf1ey got men's wages. The union saw to that. 
They were paid for equal worl. 

What did you do dur1ng the war 0 
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Did you have any special job? 

No, like I said¥ Ed was in the navy airforce, so I went back home 
to Superior. My baby and I did. Mother took care of the baby 
and I worked for Doctor Burksell, and I worked in the drug store. 

Did people keep a garden back then or anything like that? 

Well they people that could ra1se gardens had them, but the so1l 
was so bad that most people didn't have them. In thi~ part of 
town we had gardens because the water wasn't expensive but in the 
other parts of town around A, B, and C Street they didn't have 
gardens because the water was so high on the south side of town. 

They had different water? 

No, 1t was all the same but the U.P. owned this part and tl1e U.P. 
housing owned all of th1s down here and the U.P. people didn't 
have to pay for their water because the U.P. brought the water 
in. 

How far did that extend to? 

Oh, the goverr1ment years and years ago when they were putting the 
trains through gave the U.P. any train that went through got so 
many sections of lar1d in between. they would be staked and so 
many sections would belong to the U.P. It was to encourage the 
ra1lroad to go through. Just recently the U.P. turned this part 
that goes infront of my house here over to the city and that's 
when they put the new part of the belt loop in. 

What was the major political party then? 

Well it was democratic and republican, it went back and forth 
just like it does now. 

There wasn't any party that dominated? 

No, it's just like it is n~w. 
you were. 

It depended on the location where 

Can you remember when the democrats took over Sweetwater County 
and why? 

No. 

Was politics pretty muc•l clecin in Sweetwater county? 

I think in those days it was. 
in those days too. 

Was the newspaper the same one0 

Of course people hdd b~tter morals 
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In those days the weekly paper was the Rocket and the Sunday 
paper was the Miner. So now they call it the Rocket Miner, and 
the Miner was the republican part and the Rocket was the 
democratic part. 

So they just combined it? 

Yes. 

There was no big political clashes here at the time then? 

No , not lhat I can remember. The only clash they had here was 
with the chinese and that was before my time . 

Can you remember much of the depression around here? 

Well , everybody was about the same it was not like a farming 
community or anything like that so everybody was in about the 
same boat. All of our parents were coal miners unless they had a 
business. Everybody was having a pretty rough time I guess. The 
bosses and that didn't dress any better than anyone else. They 
probably wore better clothes but nobody paid any attention to it> 
There was no social status. 

How did you contribute to the world war? 

I just worked in the doctors office. 

You worked for the police department also. What years did you 
work there? 

1955 to 1984. 

How would you describe the ch0nges in the police department, and 
did it change much from the time you began? 

Oh yes, they have computers now, and when I worked the radio as a 
dispatcher we had the highway patrol and the game and fish, the 
police department, the Green river sheriffs office, the Rock 
Springs sheriffs office too. We were connected with Craig 
Colorado and Vernal Utah and one dispatcher on each shift had to 
take care of all of those calls. Every one of them. All of the 
calls came into our radio. Green R1ver didn't even have a rad1o 
at that time, and neither did Jackson but we took care of 
Pinedale, Evanston, and Rawlins. Rawlins had a radio and we 
talked back and fo~th but this area here was kind of obsolete, 1t 
was away from ever·J~hing. 

So you pretty much took care of all of the alls? 

Yes, most of the traffic we had for Vernal and Cr~ig were weather 
reports and things like that unless they were looking for 
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somebody then they would call us and five us a description and 
then we would pass it out to the sheriffs that were in their cars 
and they would of course take it to the Green River police 
because they didn't ha~e a radio, but after Nimo got in they put 
a r· <:?~d i o in (~iY E:>c•n F::i ve?l'". 

Did things start changing after he got in? 

Yes. 

When did radio stayt LOming into every town? 

1959 I think. So for 4 or 5 years I took care of the calls. The 
highway maintenance had radios but the highway patrol didn't have 
any. They JUSt took care of their trucks and that. The county 
had radios for their county trucks but they didn't have anything 
for the sheriffs. 

County and state were still separated pretty much? 

Yes. 
hall 

Now they have a 3 way radio. 
now. ItY~:; ,;,\ c:l:i.ffe:Jt""t~nt 5)/~str!m 

A great big set up 
than what we used. 

in city 

Did you ever get into any of the computers or anything l1ke that? 

No, they didn't get any computers until after I retired. 

Can you remember any of the maJor disclsters we had here in Rock 
Springs or Green River? 

Well we had the flood, it was pretty bad. 

Which flood was that? 

They had one in 1936 or 1937 and they had one in 1989. 

Tht.'?re •.Has or1ly .::<nf:? majoY flood befor·e that·? 

Yes, that I can remember. 
moved to Superior. 

There may have been more before we 

Did they ever move the Bitter Creek? 

No, BitteY Creek was moved when we moved here. That's the reason 
that Bunning park got flooded out because that was the orig1nal 
creek bed dnd it was trying to find its old route. That's one 
reason it got 211 wd~hed out. 

Was there d lot of corruption at that time as Sixty Minutes 
p 0 r t; )'" .0:\ y t? cr::· 

I think there was but they make it sound worse than it really was 
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but then during any boom when there's a lot of people mov1ng in 
you're going to get a lot of bums. People just followed their 
jobs. A lot of them didn't have any roots or any families or it 
they did have families they left them home and followed their 
job. Th£·;'l···r~ 1.-Ji::\~!5 ,;:t lot gcd.n£1 con <.~t thc:lt tim€-:~ but ~)J.Y;ty i"IJ.nUtE?S 
made it sound like a lot worse than it was. When I first started 
working at the police department they did have houses of 
prostitution and the prostitutes had to go to the doctor once a 
month and be examined and they had to take their papers up tn the 
Chief of Police and show them that they were clean and pay 
$100.00 fee. When Nimo got 1n he got rid of the houses of 
prostitution but then it just moved into motels and houses. 
That's one thing you don't stop. That's the human weakness. 
Drinking and prostitution and things like that aren't stopped. 
If pE~oplc: ~J<~I·lt t._;. do J.t tht:~y will do it. 

lot more crime when the boom hit? 

Well naturally there was a lot more fights and a lot more drunks 
and things like that. 

As far as basic crime and violence was it bad? 

No, there were no guns, nothing lihe that. 

What was the biggest problem of the time? 

You mean durJ.ng the boom. Dh, I don't know. over crowding I 
think. There wasn't enough space and houses. 

Were there a lot of people living in rv's? 

Yes, a lot of people lived between Point of Rocks and Rock 
Springs. The sheriff would bring in people who were pilfering 
c:.ut t hE·'l' E·. 

What was the bi~gest change in the country since you were young? 

Highways I guess. When we went back east when I was a little 
girl, I was about ten years old theny there wasn 1 t any paved 
hig~ways. It was only dirt and there were only 2 ways. The cars 
~Je~-E.' c:;rn~:dlct· and nat-ro•.Jer. Thl'~Y hacJ n;,-n·rot,,Jer tire;~«::;, but when \..JE:' 

cam0 Lack they were start1ng to pave things. 

Yes, it brought in a lot of work. 

What do you think the future of this country holds? 

I thin~ its a good future bringing 1n good things. If they get 
the Amtrack back we won't be so isolated and maybe things will 
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pick up. If we get our air traffic back too. 

Was there a lot of traffic through here when the amtrack was 
here? 

Well yes and a few trains went through before it became amtraLk 
and they were all doing freight. 

How long did the U.P. have control of things around here? 

Well I don't kno~ how long or when it started but when amtrack 
moved in and the U.P. moved out it was about 12 years ago I 
think. When the mines closed I guess. 

So they basically headed out when the mines closed and they 
didn't have any more work. Did things pretty much change as far 
as taxes? 

No, not that I know of. Did the property taxes change? 

Well of course I didn't own property then so I don't know. 

Did you know many of the people that worked in the mines? 

Surer everybody that I knew worked in the mines. 

So everybody here was pretty much employed by the mines? 

Yes, until they closed the mines. 

What's the biggest change you can remember besides the computers, 
and when did /OU really realize that this town was changing? 

During the boom. The oil ~tarted coming in and then the FMC and 
all of the soda ash mines came in. That was a big change too. 

Did a lot of people start getting hired by these mines instead of 
the coal mines? 

Yes, a lot of the miners went to the soda ash mines because t~ey 
were experienced. 

Do you think it had a lot to do with why the mines came here? 

It was because of the geography. 

Can you remember any of the major mine accidents? 

Well there was always a broken leg or something but nothing 
serious. 

There weren't any explosions? 
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No. Hannah had a lot of explosions because they had gas in their 
mines. 

What was your younger sisters name? 

Her name was Edith. 

Were there any racial groups around here like the KKK or anything 
like that? 

No. 

What is your opinion of the future of our country as far as where 
we are headed? 

I don't know. 

Would you say it's good or bad? 

Well, if were not careful we are going to get into a war. 

Are you talking about the crisis in the Gulf? 

It's pretty touchy r1ght now. 

So that's your biggest concerns right now? 

Well, we will probably have to go through a depression before we 
can get back up again I think. 

Has a depression always come before a boom? 

Oh yes. It's like a circle. Every so many years there's a 
decline and then things pick up again. 

The depression usually brings it out or a war? 

Well we have always had wars that bring it out but we are not 
supposed to have an; more wars, so I don't know what's going to 
br1ng it out now. World War I was supposed to be the war that 
ended all war~ but we had World War II that your grandpa was in 
and we have the Viet Nam Wdr after that so you just never know. 

What was grandpa Phillips job in the war? 

He was a gunner in the navy. 

The last question I have for you is do you have any words you 
would like to leave with your grandchildren or heirs? 

I can't think of anything right now. They probably won't l1sten 
anyway. S.1ve your money and be of qood moral character. 
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Ok, well thanl you. 
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