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D: Thirty-one fifty. 

AH: It was thirty-one fifty. It's unbelievable. 

D: Um-hum. 

AH: And the, the care was super. 

D: Um-hum. 

WH: Yeah, it really was. 

AH: It was just unbelievable. 

D: Did you ever spend any time in the nurses' quarters building? 
You know that big house. 

AH: No, not too much. I used to go over there once in a while. 
Miss, Miss Hirschfeld was the superintendent of the hospital. 
And, of course she lived over there, but that was kind of, that 
was the nurses' quarters and that wasn't really for us to, if you 
were invited over there, you went. But uh, I was never really 
on, in Miss Hirschfeld's off-, in her quarters quite a bit of the 
time, but I didn't really participate in anything over there. 

D: Um-hum. 

AH: They had a, they had a real good rapport between them all 
and amongst themselves, and it was interesting. 

WH: Speaking of nurses' quarters and that, another use of the 
Clubhouse in Wordell court was a dormitory for the nursing school 
that the maintained there at the hospital for several years. 

D: Oh. 

AH: You bet, that was in 19-, that's when I was working at the 
hospital too. 

D: Oh, so that was in the 1940's? 

AH: Um-hum. During the War. 

D: During the war? 

WH: Yeah. 

AH: Um-hum, lady her name was Florence Keagen came, and she was 
the uh, person in charge. And they had their classrooms down at 
the, mostly down at the Clubhouse or the, no it was called the 
Clubhouse. And, then they'd, of course they'd go up to hospital 
and work. And then, we had, they had a real good group of 
people. Yeah, you know, Angie Mahonovich? · 
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D: Um-hum. 

AH: She graduated from the school of nursing here. So did 
Virginia Timintz(sp?). 

D: Um-hum. 

AH: And, uh, Mrs. Marietta, what's her first name, I just saw 
her yesterday. Anyway, I'm all right. Oh he~k, but we have, 
they have a real interesting bunch of women who went into nursing 
here. Well, let's see. That hospital was unreal, of course 
during the War we had gasoline rationing but Miss Hirschfeld was 
very kind and let us have the state car to take the boys down, 
and entertain them downtown or take the home. I was always 
taking somebody home. 

D: Um-hum. 

AH: Because she's, because she'd say 'Alice, you better take him 
home and given him some good food.' So I would call my mother, 
and I'd take him home, and 

D: Um-hum. 

AH: But that was the way it was during the War. 

D: Um-hum. 

AH: People always, you were always having someone, come to 
visit. And you had, some, you know, these soldiers and, it was, 
it was, we, you wouldn't any more do that, stuff like that now 
than fly. 

0: Um-hum. 

AH: I used to take people home, at eleven, twelve o'clock at 
night. This one night I met these fellows and they were, so I 
said 'Well, my m-, why don't you come up to my house?' Up we 
went, my mother had made bread that day. And they sat there and 
ate bread and ketchup like (laughter). Well, it was 
fresh home-made bread. •Well, 1t was great, it was like they 
were, there's where they came from, you know. 

0: Um-hum. 

AH: Oh dear. Well, it's uh 

o: So, these soldiers were just passing through, 

AH: Oh yeah. They took them off the train. 

D: Oh. 

WH: Yeah, troop train would come through and somebody'd be sick 
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and they'd take them off the train. 

AH: Take them to the hospital and then they'd take 'em, when 
they got discharged, 'Alice, take 'em home.' (laughter) 
indistinguishable came from all over. And then my brother 
indistinguishable kept telling him he had to go with us, to go 
here, to go there and 

WH: And I had a Model A Ford that the girls from the hospital 
would borrow once in a while. And they'd get all gussied up and 
go down to North Front Street. That was entertainment in those 
days, go down there to the Western Cafe, and have a cup of coffee 
or what have you. 

D: Um-hum. 

WH; Every once in a while I'd, I'd been pushing my Model A down 
North Front Street and it started. (laughter) 

AH: We were out of gas. I pushed that thing up the alley more 
than ever imagined. 'Cause gasoline was seventeen cents a 
gallon, and it'd be, and the gallon soon ran out. 

D: Um-hum. 

WH: You only got four gallons a week, and that's uh 

AH: You had to push the rest of the time. (laughter) Oh,· dear, 
that was fun though. 

D: Food was rationed, too, and? 

AH: Um-hum. Well see I would, that's when I worked at the 
hospital, so my folks didn't have to worry about me. 'Cause it 
before I, before then though. We had, when we did get that 
rationing? In 1940, was it or '41? 

WH: Now, it was, rationing started after the war started. 

AH: the war started, yeah. So, I 

WH: Early '42ish. 

AH: So, I, they didn't have to worry about my, they had my 
stamps, but I had one meal at the hospital that was included in 

' my thirty dollars a month. 

D: Um-hum. 

AH: One meal a day. So that was a pretty good meal. As far as 
that, we didn't know how good it was. (laughter) We had to 
gripe and groan then too. 

D: So, how long did you work at the hospital? 
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AH: For um, let's see, '42 and I went, I left here in '4-, um, 
when was D-Day was 44. Okay, I left here July the 7th 1944 and 
went to Athens, Georgia. That's the time to go to Georgia. 

D: Oh yeah? 

AH: In the middle of summer. 

D: Oh yeah. .·. 

AH: All I could do was sit there and go (inhale, exhale). I went 
down there and got a job with the Georgia Power Company. Oh it 
was great, got paid twenty dollars a month down there. 

D: Uh-huh. 

AH: I made money hand over fist. (laughter) 

D: What did you do for the power company? 

AH: I worked in the office at Georgia Power Company in Athens, 
Georgia. But I was only there for about, oh, three months. I 
left there Thanksgiving Day and came home. Miss Hirschfeld 
called me to see if I wanted my job back and I said yes. So I 
headed, it cost me thirty dollars, thirty-seven dollars and fifty 
cents to travel from Rock Springs to Athens, Georgia, and thirty­
seven dollars and fifty cents to drive, to get back here. 

D: Um-hum. 

AH: However, I was on the road either four days and three nights 
or three nights and four days, whichever it was.. It was a looong 
trip. 

D: Oh, so you drove, you didn't take the train? 

AH: Oh no. I took the Greyhound bus. 

0: Oh. 

AH: Greyhound bus. And you, after you leave Kansas City you 
rode on anything there was to ride on. Of course, during the war 
too. 

0: Yeah. 

AH: Troop trains or troop buses and, it 'was interesting. About 
the only thing I can say is God really took care of me. 

D: Uh-huh. 

AH: All the way down and all the way back. Because I was at a 
certain, and not in familiar territory. 
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D: Yeah. 

AH: It's, it was quite an interesting thing but I, I never 
wanted to leave Rock Springs again after that. 

D: Urn-hum. So what did you do when you got back to Rock 
Springs? Back to the hospital? 

AH: Went to the hospital again. 

D: Urn-hum. 

AH: And I stayed there about another, about two years and then 
I, quite there and worked a couple of odd places and I, got 
married. 

D: Uh-huh. 

AH: You know, and then raised three children and Gary and I had 
a quite a good life. He worked out of an FMC, he got started 
working there. 

D: He started there, he didn't work in the coal mines before? 

AH: No, he worked, he was in the service and then he came, came 
home and he worked for the railroad for a while. And then he 
worked, down at the filling station down there where the, by the 
Catholic church; doorside church. 

D: Urn-hum. 

AH: And then he started FMC in 1952. 

D: so, it was much easier for you than some of the other 
families when the coal mines closed then, in the '50s. 

AH: Yeah, I don't think we paid much attention to it. Unh-uh. 
It was just uh, we uh thought people were crazy leaving here. 
But we just stuck around, stuck it out. 

. 
WH: The railroad, everybody predicted Rock Springs was going to 
die but it just kept growing instead. 

AH: Our grandfather never bought a piece of property here. 
Because Rock Springs was never going to live. Rock Springs was 
just, just here on the face of the earth for awhile.. Heck, he 
invested in more of the Everglades and, riever made any money. 

D: You always lived in the company houses? 

AH: Urn-hum. Well yeah, see he le-, when he came to Rock Springs 
they were here until 1906 and then they went down to Cheyenne 
because the coal company apparently threw their offices down 
there And they lived there until 1919 and then they came back to 
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Rock Springs. They had to rent a house until the coal company, 
the company had Wordell court ready for them. And then that's 
when they moved in there. 

D: I think it's kind of interesting that the coal company was 
actually charging it's own officials rent to live in the, the 
Wordell Court houses, kind of like robbing Peter to pay Paul, it 
seems. 

AH: Yeah, they weren't that died, let me 
tell you. Um-umh. But it didn't seem when you back down there 
to, another thing we didn't mention was the fact of the, once, 
all at once when they wanted to have grass down there, though. 
They did build fences. 

D: Between the lots? 

WH: Um-hum. 

AH: Everybody had a fence, 
covered with chicken wire. 
on that chicken wire. But, 
they start 

and it was a wooden fence and it was 
Boy you could really gouge yourself 
it did help a lot, and that's when 

WH: The coal company hauled in soil, topsoil, _ to, for the lawns 
and that too. 

AH: And then that's when the got the trees and garlic bushes and 

D: So was that back in the '20s or the '30s. 

WH: In the '30s, yeah. 

AH: Around 1931, '32 I think • . Interesting. 

D: How about, taking care of the houses? Did they put paint on 
the outside? Uh, was that 

AH: We had the painters come every so often. 

D: The painters would do that, it wasn't the responsibility of 
the people who lived there. 

AH: Um-hum. Well, the painters would come in and mostly 
anything they did was caltsimine. So it's mostly white thenr 
kind of off-white color. I saw one of your pictures of the 
Clubhouse, it was a dark, you could see that the trim was white, 
but the exterior color was 

WH: Well, the exterior was that stucco, kind of a grayish 
stucco, so they never painted it. 

D: Oh, okay. 
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WH: And they were all that color and the woodwork, the 
windowframes and everything were white. 

0: Uh-huh. 

AH: It's, go ahead 

D: Oh, does it have like regular shingles on the roof? 

AH: Yeah. 

WH: Um-hum. 
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AH: Um-hum. Like that house of Burtonsells down there. I think 
it's still grey. That's the original grey on there. There's a 
couple of houses, let's see, I think that house Number Eighteen 
of Mr., of McKean's, didn't it have uh, a kind of a yellow color 
to it? A couple of them had, maybe they just painted them, I 
don't know. 

WH: I think they just painted the stucco is all. 

AH: Maybe that's what it was. 

WH: I think they tried the green color too, too, later on. 

D: It was all taken care of by company workers then, would come 
in and do that? 

WH: Um-hum. 

AH: Um-hum. Like they'd have a Band B {laughter). 

D: And you said that on the president's house, 'the wife of the 
president didn't want to come exit right onto the court, so she 
had an addition built on. Did a lot, did other people make those 
sorts of changes to their houses? 

AH: Unh-uh. She was the only one that was allowed to do that. 
They hadn't, I don't, · I think that she must have gotten hold of, 
the probably showed her -the blueprints or something, but anyway, 
this is the, now this is the story I, that our mother told us, 
how true it was, I don't know. But they, she didn't like the way 
the house, the entrance to the house and everything was built and 
that's why she wanted that sunporch, sunroom, to be put on there. 

D: 

AH: 
has 
and 
you 

0: 

Umm. 

And, and that house really is quite different, though. It 
a huge front room to it, and a dining room and the kitchen, 
it has one bedroom downstairs and then you have, go upstairs 
have three or four bedrooms up there. 

It does have a nice big hedge around it and some pretty nice 
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trees and 

AH: Yeah, it does now. 

D: Uh-huh. 

WH: But, those weren't part of the original, it came much later. 

AH: Um-hum. I think that, matter of fact, ! _:think, did Prides 
ever have that hedge around there? 

WH: Yeah. 

AH: You know that had that, 

WH: Yeah. 

AH: You know they had that carriage 
hum. This is an interesting thing I 
it was going to work and it didn't. 
tell you about the, oh, I know; each 
incinerator. 

WH: Yeah. 

added, yeah, they 
have here because 
I don't know what 
house a, a brick 

D: They'd burn their own garbage, then? 

did. Um­
I thought 
else to 

AH: They had a as big as this table, bigger, 
and it had a huge at the top and then a place where 
you could pull the garbage out at the bottom. And, so, which kid 
was it? Was it craig or was it you or was it, played in that 
incinerator over there at Neils and got burned? One of Craig's, 
I mean, one of Mark's friends was over there I think. The kids 
used to play in the incinerator and you know. 

D: Have a porch swing? One of you had a porch swing? 

AH: Yeah. That was Mrs. Libby's. Libbys always had a swing. 
And Mrs. um, Mrs. Jeffries did too, didn't she? She had a 

WH: Yeah, Jeffries had a 

AH: a glider, she had a glider. 

WH: Yeah. 

AH: Um-hum. But we, you didn't go to Mrs. Jeffries' very often 
because, you know, she was-, she really was a very meticulous 
individual. And you, she invited you with a hidden vent(?) on 
her porch. But Mrs. Libby went through anyway, 
whether we were invited or not. (laughter) Oh dear, it really 
was a, an interesting place with interesting people. They each 
had their own, own thing to take care of. 
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D: Um-hwn. 

AH: And they did a good job of it. But it was so like I say of 
it was, it was when you think about it and that the original 
plans that we looked at the other night, 

D: Um-hum. 

AH: And Lee's just gotta see that because he,: he just would not, 
he'd not believe it until you see it. 

Yeah. 

It was, was so unique and in many ways, but I wonder where, where 
that person ever got the concept that the Lincoln Highway was 
running where it showed on that. 

D: Huh. I don't know. 

AH: Because if, if I were to look at it and say that's the 
Lincoln Highway, to me that would be D Street. 

I 

D: Yeah. I don't think the Lincoln Highway was on D Street, I 
think it pretty much went down, yeah. 

AH: The Lincoln Highway, we were trying to figure out, uh, they 
showed that, uh, Jim June showed some of the Lincoln Highway, 
have you seen those 

D: I've seen some of the things that, yeah 

AH: Yeah. Well he has a thing about the Lincoln Highway he 
showed at the Historical Society. 

D: Um-hum. 

AH: But I still can't figure out how it got out east of Rock 
Springs. 

D: It probably just went down,. um, Poet(?) Butte. · Poet Butte 
and Bricker(?). I don't know 

AH: It had to, if it had had to got across the railroad tracks 
and then down that way. 

D: Yeah. 

· WH: Cause it went down Blair Avenue and out through Blair town 
and 

AH: Yeah. There is a. • • 

WH: There used to be a motel sort of a thing, I guess you'd call 
there in Blair Town, a filling station and 
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AH: Oh yeah. 

WH: Then they had six or eight cabins there. I imagine the 
cabins were about as big as that kitchen (laughter) 

AH: You walked into them very carefully 

WH: Yeah. 

AH: And you backed in and you backed out (laughter) as far as 
the. Oh my, but uh, now this town has really changed as far 
as you know, growing up. And you think about it was never 
supposed to, well just like you go around Honduras Drive. 

D: Um-hum. 

AH: Where that tire shop is, that tire place is, that was the 
end of town. 

D: Um-hum. 

WH: Um-hum. 

AH: And then before long it started e ____ ing out there, further 
and further. 

D: Um-hum. 

WH: Boy, yeah, you were out of town when you went past, oh, 
where College Drive comes in, that was end of town for sure. 

D: So you think in terms of the people and the community, it's 
much different now than when the mines were operating? Is it a 
different sense of community? 

AH: Well. Yeah I think so, because we've had such an influx of 
people 

D: Um-hum 

AH: through the years. Different ideas that makes it nice, but 
see when we were growing up, there was two sides of the town. 
You had the north side and the south side. And lots of my 
friends lived on the north side and never, ever came to the south 
side. 

D: Um-hum. 

AH: That was, _________ , you just didn't do it. 

WH: It's hard to believe that it was that much difference then. 

AH: They were told you know that, just, I don't know what it 
was. But, of course, when the, the environment we were brought 
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up, we never had, we didn't see any difference in coal miners or 
downtown people, because the, the our family. 

0: Um-hum. 

AH: My dad was the, was down there in the City Hall when Lee and 
I were little kids, he was the 

WH: City clerk 

AH: City treasurer. 

WH: Treasurer, yeah. 

AH: So we, knew everybody in town, really. 

O: Um-hum. 

AH: And we didn't know, 
because every time I got 
and Indian head pennies. 
believe. Ohhh, think of 

our grandpa did. So s for sure 
down there they gave me a silver dollar, 

I had Indian pennies you wouldn't 
how valuable they would be today. 

0: Oh yeah, even silver dollars. 

AH: Even silver dollars, oh yeah. But um, you know, I'd go down 
there and you know, say 'Alice. Here Alice.' 

0: That's because your dad was the, the trea-

AH: He was the treasurer, he was the city treasurer. Uh-huh. 
And that was a very interesting place, really. Um, I went to 
kindergarten at the Methodist church. It was where the medieval 
group is now, that used to be the Methodist church and they had 
the kindergarten in the basement. And they had a deaconess who 
main-, who, who was a teacher and um, all three of us were really 
fortunate because I went to the, I had my kindergarten and then 
that lady left. And then when it was time for Lee to go to 
kindergarten, they had a new deaconess, so he got to go to 
kindergarten. And then, but then Jimmy got to go to, he had Mrs. 
Gleason too, didn't he? But, still after Miss Gleason left they 

· never had any more kindergarten, that I know of. 

WH: I don't think so. 

AH: And that was a private, private kindergarten, but we al~ 
three had the advantage of, but when I went to kindergarten, my 
daddy would take me to work with him in the morning, couple of 
times a week. And I would uh, he would take me to the, to the 
Methodist church, and then one of the people from the City Hall 
would come and get me and take me over to the City Hall to wait 
for my daddy. 

0: Uh-huh. 
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AH: And it didn't make any difference if it was the judge, or 
the ci-, or one of the policemen, or any, no, it was great! 
Everybody just, you know, they'd pick me up and then always walk 
up the street with them. 

O: Um-hum. 

AH: Of course, that wasn't very far to walk but I, probably 
could have done them very (laughter). I never will 
forget the first time I went down C Street by myself, when I was 
a first grader. I went all the way down to Amelia Teeders' (sp?) 
house and they lived in the corner there, that, that's, that two­
story house they tore down, two or three years ago. 

0: Oh yeah. Um-hum. 

AH: I have some good pictures of that house being torn down, 
too, if you ever want them. 

0: Okay. 

AH: And, I went down there to Amelia's and I went, walked all 
the way up my Grandma's by myself. 

0: Um-hum. 

AH: About four blocks. So, anyway 

WH: And the other thing that I always remembered about living in 
Rock Springs and growing up here, is, we lived by the mine 
whistles. The mine whistle woke you up in the morning, and you 
knew that when it was time to eat lunch, mine whistle blew at 
noon, and, and the shifts got off at three thirty, and uh, you 
could hear those mine whistles all the time. And they were, and 
uh, there were always actual temples right in town you know. 
And, uh, coal was definitely king around here. It's amazing how 
many mind there was right close around besides the caps on the 
out-, outside of town. 

o: So, was, does the coal smoke kind of hang over town, th~n, in 
the winter time. Or did it pretty well get blown away? 

AH: Could be both. 

WH: The freight trains, the trains were what made most of the 
smoke and the cinders in town. Lord, I'll tell you when the wind 
blew your eyes were 

AH: They were just black. 

WH: black, you couldn't see anything. 

AH: Used to go to school with a handkerchief tied around your 
head. That's where you got the expression 'tie your head on.' 
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D: Uh-huh. 

AH: They had to! 

D: So I suppose the cinders and the dust made it pretty hard to 
keep house. 

AH: Oh, it did. 

WH: There was a person up there at, at Eden Valley that moved a 
house up from, from M Street and went to remodeling it and there 
were, my son-in-law was working on it, and the tore all the 
plaster out, laths out of the ceiling, and he said there was six 
inches of dust and cinders in, in the attic of that house. So he 
said that was the worst job he ever got into was tearing that up. 

AH: Oh boy, that was dirt ready to Well it had a 
clean sweep all the way from Green R1ver up here. 

D: Yeah. 

AH: There was nothing, you know, at least we got trees 

WH: What I remember was, there was spur tracks, uh run all over 
town. There was one come up behind Wordell Court to go up to 
Central Coal and Coke and there was always a steam engine blowing 
smoke and some cinders somewhere. 

D: Did they run those trains at night? 

WH: Oh no, they come up in the daytime. Get a string coal cars. 

D: Yeah, 'cause that spur is what only about twenty or thirty 
feet from the back of the north side of Wordell Court, isn't it? 

WH: Well, it's on the other side of the crick. There's a crick 
that runs down uh, a storm crick, and oh it's probably a little 
more than that. 

AH: They let, the bridge is still there by the Western Wyoming 

D: That's right. 

AH: You know, that bridge is still there. 

D: .kind of think about, those are probably, they would have 
been UP trains, I suppose UP engines. 

WH: Oh yeah. 

AH: Oh yeah. 

D: What UP would have done to schedule these trains went back, 
you know, within, you know, spitting distance of their own 
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managers' houses. 

WH: That was just the way things were then. 

AH: Nobody ever thought about, this is so-and-so's house, that's 
the railroad. That was them. You know, and so, that was 
interesting too. Those fellows, they had a, the um, engine and 
the tank and the water thing, and that fellow who was a, the 
switchman, he was such a good friend of ours, .:and 

(phone ringing) 
0: Pretty busy place. 

AH: Yeah, I know. We better get, Gary is not a telephone person 
like "you know who". I was on the phone at 7:30 this morning and 
I suddenly got off. Oh my, anyway. Well, is there anything else 
you want to ask us about? 

. . I 
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