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ALISON CURTIS 

Alison Curtis 'Vv'aS born on June 14~ 190? in Diamondville~ Wyoming~ 

the first of six children born to Peter Gentleman Kirk~...,rood and Francis Smith. 

Tlle doctor in attendance v.ms Dr. Bro~. Mrs. Hunter V\Ta.s the mid~Alife. 

Peter Kirk" . ...,ood v.1as born in Scotland. He came to Diamondville from 

Idaho to v .. rork in tl1e coal mines. Francis Smitl'l vvas born in Almy~ V.fyoming. 

They V\rere married in Diatnondville in 1906 by Judge John Smith~ Francis' 

grandfather. 

When Alison \-\Ta.S young they used a horse and vvagon for 

transportation. Many of the to~Altl·s people had horses V\1hich they kept at the 

stable. The ones V\1ho didn l have horses depended on someone else to help 

them if they needed it. They all worked togetltler for survival. Some of them 

had buggies that were used for pleasure ridin~~ - In the vvinter they used 

bobsleds to get around. 

Alison saw her first 'horseless carriage· ,...,Then she vvas 7 years old. Her 

father's boss~ Pat Sneddon~ went to Salt Lake City by train to pick up his new 

Ford. One night shortly after this he offered to take Alison and her sister 

and two brothers for a ride. They thought it VJas v .. Tonderful to be the first 

kids in to~ .... m to ride in a car. The car vvas black vvith isenglass vvindovvs. 

Passenger train Number 6 vvas a daily o•ccurance in Diamondville. It 

brought in the mail and fresh food~ especially lfruit. It brought passengers 

from SLC or any of the tovvns along the vvay to Diatnondville. It V\ras the 

toV\Ttl's connection to the outside world. The depot vvas on the other side of 

river just below the mine. 

The name of the mine ~ .... ras The Diamond Coal and Coke Company. It 

vvas organized in Montana as Anaconda Copper. Diamondville was a little 

coal mining to\o\Ttl vvith the mine right at the he~art of the toV\Ttl so that miners 
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could '\AJalk to '\A!Ork. The houses were o'\lomed by the n1ine and rented to 

miners. They got a four roomed house '\lo.Tith lights and "v\later for $10 a 

tnonth. 

There lATaS no indoor plumbing at that tin1e. Everyone v\fas careful 

about the way they used their Sears and Roebuck and Montgomery Wards 

catalogs because they were recycled as toilet paper. (Nobody liked the 'slick' 

pagesO 

The vo~ater '\AlaS piped into the homes from storage tanks up on the hill 

above the mine. The tanks were filled by purr.~ ping water out of the 

Hamsfork River. The \\Tater pipes were all under ground but many times~ in 

tl1e '\·'linter~ they froze , ... men it '\AlaS really cold. 

They took their bathes in a the , ... lash tub. T'\ .... 10 people v\Tould use the 

same '\~Vater . While tl1ey V·lere taking a bath~ rr.lore l.Alater was being heated 

on the stove in kettles for the next group. 

Alison ·s father '\AlaS the 'barn boss' so they lived across the river and 

the tracks near the mine and the big company barn. There were three other 

houses up there belonging to the boss, Mr. Sneddon, the assistant, Mr. 

Russell, and the clerk~ Mr. Coffrnan. 

Everyone in to'\Altl got along and worked together. There were no 

ethinic divisions among the people although tllere v.,rere several different 

groups represented. The ones mentioned wen~ Scots, English, Finns and 

Italians. The one distinction '\Alas Paper Collar RO'\a\1l.c\1here the store 

employees lived. 

In Diamondville tl1ey had five stores, tv~TO bakeries and six saloons. 

The stores v.,rere supplied by the train. The co1npany store '\AlaS the Mountian 

Trading Company and was considered one of the best stores in southwestern 
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Wyoming at the titne. They offered groceries~ hardware~ dry goods~ 

furniture~ a meat market and hay and grain under one roof. 

Every t\~vTo '"'eeks v..1.hen the miners got paid~ tl1ey would go and put in 

an order. Later in the afternoon tl1e order '"1ould be delivered to their door 

along v..Tith a treat from the store manager for the children. At Christmas 

time they "<."'ould deliver orders on bobsleds. Just before Christmas Santa 

"<Nould ride along in the sleigh and visit every bouse and leave treats for the 

good boys and girls. 

In the fall the train "\fould bring in large~ loads of grapes for the 

Italians to make their \Aline. The kids '"'ould all gather around the wagons 

that were picking up the grapes and wait for the men to throw them 

bunches of grapes. 

The Finn Hall "ns the center of social life in Diamondville. They had 

all their community dances and social gatherings there. It had a great dance 

floor! Anyone could rent it for their group. The Scotch people always had 

their Bobby Burns holiday there. (Bobby Burns \AlaS a Scotch poet and song 

"\Triter v\fhose birthday \AlaS celebrated "<.Alith a dance and program on January 

25 by all the Scotish born people and their friends.) 

There were two saloons in to'\Al.tl that had "girls". One v..ras Borinio's 

and the other v.Jas Collett.i'sl both on main stre~~t. It "<ATas well kno"<ATfi that this 

v.1as their business. The girls kept to themselvres and never became part of 

the to'\Al.tl. 

The most fatnous brothell in area v-~as bet"<A1een Diamondville and 

Kemmerer. At first it v..ras called the Green House. There Vv1(1S a fire in it and 

it had to be remodeled. When it reopened~ they called it tl1e Ha.lfv'.Jay House 

because it vns halfV.Jay bet\"'een Kemmerer and Diamondville. Later there 

'\AlaS another fire. When the}T rebuild it~ they rna de it a brick building and 

3 



called it the Southern Hotel ~t..1hich retnained open until 1 962. The building 

"\AlaS run as a hotel for av-!hile and then used as a home until another fire 

destoryed it. 

The only violence Alison remembers \\Ta.S a fight bet~A.Teen two Finn 

men \.vho oV\Ttled a bar. One hit the other over tlle head "\Alitll a baseball bat 

and cut his head open bad enough that he had to be rushed to the hospital in 

Kemmerer. They closed their place doV\1!1 after the incident. 

Diamondville llad two churches~ the LDS Church and the Methodist 

Church. They met in different buildings but wrorked together and supported 

one another in their socials. 

In 1918 a flu epidemic hit Diamondville killing five or six people. 

Every house that had flu \AlaS quarantined to prevent it from spreading. 

Among those \.vho died were an aunt and uncle of Alison ·s. Her aunt \\18.S 

expecting her third child and couldn't get anyone to help because they \A.Tere 

afraid of getting tl1e flu. One lady} Emtna Hunter} finally did come to see 

what she could do. The two children were sent to their grandparents house. 

She delivered her baby v?ithout assistance. Ttle doctor came after the baby 

v..ras born but she died any\A!ay. Two hours later her husband died. The 

baby lived and \AlaS raised by the grandparents. 

There vvas a hospital in Kemmerer starb9'd for the United Mine 

Workers by the state. It was called the Lincoln County Miners Hospital and 

served all the community's medical needs. Th~ey were equiped to handle 

most problems unless it Vola.S really serious then they were transported to 

SLC by train. There \A.Tere several doctors in KE~mmerer and t\A.TO in 

Diamondville. They also had two dentists in K~9'mmerer. 
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There were several cases of men dying ,mth consumption or black 

lung. When the men got the coal dust in their lungs~ they didn't have much 

of a chance of recovery. 

Many of the holiday celebrations became community celebrations. 

Tlley celebrated Easter~ Christmas and the 4th of July but the biggest 

celebration , .... ras on Labor Day. This "\o\TaS a celebration of the eight hour day. 

They had a committee who planned and prepared a lunch for 

everyone. They would have games and races ~for the adults and children. 

The girls would all have ne"\o\T vm.ite dresses. It "\o\Tas al"\o\Tays a contest to see 

v-lho had the prettiest dress. Their dresses vvere tnade so that the petticoats 

could sho~N because that "\o\Ta.S "\o\lhere the lace "\o\18.S. 

Easter Vv'as celebrated by going to church. The community sponsered 

an Easter Egg hunt for the children. The children were treated to an ice 

cream cone or a soda pop. The girls wore their nice dresses for the occasion. 

Christmas "\o\Ta.S memorable. Everyone had to be good or Santa wouldn't 

come to them. They were al\\Tays surprised on Christmas morning. One 

Christmas Alison's family had cotnpany. All the kids were sent to bed so 

that Santa could come (but tlley didn l sleep). Pretty soon they heard Santa 

come in and jingle his bells. They were allowed to get up and see Santa but 

had to go back to bed so he could leave their presents. They \-'!ere up a 5:00 

the next morning to see ~at he left for them. 

Someone would go up to the hills and bring back a \A!agon load of 

Christmas trees and sell them for 25 cents a piece. They were decorated 

"<IVitll candles and homemade ornaments and lots of tinsel. The candles had 

to be "\o\Tatched closely because they caused a lot of fires. The Mountain 

Trading Company would al\A!ays put a big tree up outside the store. 
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When someone died~ they v-,1ould be tak~~n to the funeral home and 

prepared for burial. Then they , .... rould take the body back to the family 

horne until the funeral. Someone would stay ,,~~th the family and the body 

until it '\AlaS buried (three or four days unless it 'Was a contagious disease). 

Friends~ , .... ranting to pay respect~ would call at the home usually bringing food 

for the fan1ily. The hearse ''.Jas a glass enclosed case dravvn by a horse. 

There were some Indians that passed through Diamondville every fall . 

They never caused any trouble but they '\t\Tere '\Alatched closely because they 

tended to pick up everything they saw. They generally had a v-.:-agon but 

most followed the '\Alagon '\Alalking. 

The Diamondville kids had a playground behind the Finn Hall v.lhere 

they gathered to play games. Some of the favorites were Kick the Can and 

Run Sheepie Run. They played Hide and Go Seek behind the church and the 

houses. Most of the kids in to'Nll '\t\Tere a part of this group. Some kids lived 

up on the hill and only came do 'Nil once in a V·lhile. 

They had an elementary school in Diamondville vvith two rooms. 

There were three grades in each roon1. When children needed to be 

punished~ they were put in the book room and given some extra job to do. If 

the}T did it well~ they '\t\Tere gi'\Ten two peanuts by Mr. Burgoon. The only 

activity offered vvas baseball. When they , .... 1ere ready for high school~ they 

'\A.Tent to Kemmerer. 

The children were expected to help around the home. The boys had to 

get the coal and wood in vvl1ich v-1as used for heating tlle home and cooking. 

The girls had the clean the toilets out each v..1eek and en1pty tlle chamber 

pots or"slob jars" daily. The toilets were scrubbed '\A.1ith lysol. 

Alison baked her first batch of bread when she vvas eight years old 

because her mother vvas sick in bed. She had her bring the pan into the 
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bedroom on a chair and told her v..that to put in and ho,..., to mix it. Everyone 

told her is \AlaS good and she's been doing it ever since. 

Their houses weren't fancy but they kept them clean by scrubbing the 

wood floors every vveek. They made rugs to cover them out of old scraps of 

cloth. On the outside they were expected by tl1e to'VVtl to keep their places 

clean. Some had grass but most just had ~'ega table and flo~!ler gardens. 

These were Volatered \\Tith "boxed faucets" until they had \Alater in tlle house 

tllen they mtered \'lith hoses attached to the sink and dravvn out tlle 

\\1indOV..T. 

As a child Alison vvas healthy. She had v .. that v.1as considered the 

childhood diseases, chicken pox, measles and sore throat but nothing serious. 

Once vvhen she ~!las about eleven she feU through the \\lindo\ .... 1 at the 

post office \Alhile playing \Alitll some girls. The doctor v.1asn't in to\"ltl at tlle 

time and her V..Tfist ~Aras bleeding badly. A friend of hers, a boy scout, put a 

tourniqet on her arm. Later tlley said if he hadn't have done that she vvould 

have bled to death. The doctor arrived about tvvro hours later and put 

fourteen stitches in her arm as her dad held h~er, \Alitl1 notlling to deaden tlle 

pain. It had cut through an artery. 

On her eigh tl1 birtllda y her motl1er gave~ her a surprise party. She \.-.Jas 

told to go over to her grandmotller·s for something and while she \lol'aS gone 

her friends came. When she came back, her rr.totller told her to go get 

something from the bedroom. And su.rpriset There \\Jere all her friends. 

Her motller had made a big birtllday cake. Sh·e had vvhipped up mounds of 

potatoes and put clean dimes in them. When the kids ate tlle potatoes, they 

got to keep tlle dimes the found. For presents she got ribbons/ rings I 

bra.cletsl handkerchiefs, socks and money. 
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When children 't\Tere disciplined .. they '=.A/iere spanked or sent to their 

rooms for several hours. If they planned to do something .. they were 

stopped. The parents alv-vays stuck to their word and '=ATould not gi'=Te in. 

For dates they '=ATould go to the shov.T. There \'VaS a theater in 

Diamondville. The movies "\1ere the silent ones so there \'VaS a piano player 

for the theater. The little kids v..rould go to the matinee and older kids and 

adults went at night. The cost vvas 10 cents for children and 25 cents for 

adults. 

For vacations tlle mothers would take the their families to Lava Hot 

Springs by train for ten days or two weeks. This '-'78.S done in groups with 

four or five families going together. Sometimes they went to Bear Lake and 

stayed in the cabins. They would go to Paris .. Idaho by train and have 

someone meet them at the depot. 

There 'A1ere dances every Saturday night and on holidays. Dancing 

'A.Ta.S great entertainment. They "'1ere alv.mys good .. clean fun. No drinking or 

smoking "'ras allovved. These dances were for ~everybody .. old and young. 

They did many kinds of dances but mostly thE~ vvaltz. 

Alison met her spouse .. Blaine Gamble .. at a carnival. He and a friend 

asked her and her sister to ride the ferris '\lolhE~el. Then he started pampering 

her! He would alvvays pick her up after "\10rk so she "'1ouldn 't have to v.mlk 

home. After about a year of this .. they decided to get married. 

Blaine worked in the mines .. too. He vvas born in Almy .. Wyoming and 

v.ms 14 years older than Alison. His father vva.s one of the doctors in 

Diamondville. 

When they got tnarried., the guys Blaine chummed around with 

planned to put him jail over night. So they decided not to tell anyone and 

get married a little sooner with just the fanlil)r and the ones that stood up for 



them. They were tnarried by the Methodist m.inister at Alison's family's 

home at midnight and had a ~.~Tedding supper right after the ceremony. They 

left for SLC on the 2:00 train for their honeymoon. They stayed for fi\Te days 

in the New House Hotel. 

When they corne back, they moved into a little house they had fixed 

up. They lived in Diamondville or close around there all their married life. 

They had three children, two boys and a girl. 
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