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in for ye·rE , -....L ..... ;-_:.;.._ lv;-._ H; ;.;.,, .• \..,O:'J _ ,. Z...:.C.. 

co1.o ·c !·aJ:::- r, Oree;o;, a:1d i1.. :;_c,...__ ._ ... c;)· r:-.._, , • ·.: . ::. ::r::.;.. .. · hec.:.-::u. 
o-..1t ..._,'1· --. :x· mo1·n.i.n[: for 1:: r1a ·::. o-we:.-:,'::. t.c ,_ c, , -._.:--_:-c ... ::-:-. .:;J.;£;rO::.:l c:..."JG 

?encile·, .<. --. . ·d.:;:. got thers at--ou.t r.ou:-, u:-.o r·.:- a..._ u...;t, six huu.rc: u .... 5=: r.s 
died o.'r.c six that morning. \t;hen ·-vm -, ... ;'Imt i ..... -._hs r.ortuary to ni::-· v:c c.iid...'l' "'v 

r ecogr:ize him because h;;; had los""v so mucr: vJei;j.t a1ci ha.o lost. d. lo""v cf !lif ha.i r oJ!d hs 
just didn't look like the same pe rson. Charley eve:r, asrceci if 1..hat, -v;as e-1"12 only one t hey 
had in They said yes, t J--,;:. 1.. was him. I rot u-;-J 'by his a"': a luoked 
down and i could recoGnize hjrr, r .y r1.:mds. It seernE that the s have a c.::rtair, 
type of hands that are diffc r en·l.. . h-:= shipped him bacr. to Delta, Utah to !Jury him . P.:is 
wife aJJd younge st hoy Ted cane o-:1 t he train. The t-v;o oldest.. hays e:..:.ci 

big t,r·uck and their belon[;ins \-dth t,herr, a.nd ttP t-vw girls, Helen c..r,ci :..'Jella., roce 
with us. It took us two days b ack to Salt Lake and t.hen on to Delta. in &. cot:.plE: of d;;..:rs. 
rlyrtle had gone back home with her Dad o.no lat.s r o;. we moved up on the S-..:ar-.son placE: to 
st,art our new life . We had a i come all winter . I think that cream 
che ck -was a"uot four dollars. a week we got hy pretty good. It got. so that I coulci'1 1 t 
make our truck payments so s prin =. I lost my trucl;. In a fe-v1 days I decided 
to gc tu t,hc and see if I co-c.la £Gt some noney t.o get some kind of a car to get 
arounu ln. I wen t. to see Nr. Hayn.::; s &.nd hs saici sure, hut vlhat was th8 mc.tt.er with the 
t.ruct> that I naci . I tola hirr. notr;in,:.; , it is pra.tically a new truck. He .called the 
Ga rnc;e wner'e it was a.1d asked t.herr, huv: much it v;a5 anu he gave me &. checK: to go aTld get it. 

\-8 were on 1..his place for sst>..::ru.l ye.:....rs a.'la I l earneci to a lot uf E:i.ll P.ayr1e s as 
a fri enci. and as a banker . 'Je had a lot. of hardships there: . It wa s a hard place to handl7.: . 
l·:e worke d harci a1d always raissJ c. cc:.rde::; and v:e haci our milk, and eg(3s. 
Ke had tw o children no\-, , Loi s c..nd o.no:.h-2r da'J.t;hter r.a..'n<:!d :;:.,o-ci se . It v:.e:..s harci gettin in 
and Oi.lt in the -v.;ints rtime and we woulci have lots of t.r oubles . So;--Je t im:::s -v;e -vwuld leave 
our tr-uck at L..he neighbors a'Jd lvct.J...:rc Clerc.. s s t.he fis lci, rut -we surv j ved :i -u. One of Steve's 
1---uys Georbe li veci v.'i th us one summer ar.ci w·=. learned to love hi:r. like o:-1s O'J.I' o·.m . 
Finally they c c..lleci me bacK on t.tc railroad. Tnerr. yot:. could hire for a 
dollar o day so I would go back a'ld vJvrK and 1"-1ire te- do 1.ohe cbe-rsc: . Cm e fall 
i•:yrt le a:-1d 1-1"-.2 r;irls came and st-ayed v-."i th for ahout a mo:J"t}-l doKn at Sa.rc:..toga. v.e 
er.joyed ours-=lve s. They had some -y:ar rr: sprir.;::s there and a nice swirr.mir: g pool anC.. we 
would f;O s•.fJ..7Til11inG after work C:c.y, rut t.hey fir. ally called that uff in ?:overr,l-)er , 
8 0 .l: haci tc _GO to Cheyenne t .o vwrk r e s"L of the -v;in ter to help build tho::; 
t:.1rr. ta8le -L-r..a t wac huilt for u-.e fo-c r thollS2..'1d TJSK engines . It was kinG. o: lunely 
thare . r-:yrtle came do-vm a.t'1d me for a co·..1ple of weeks anci I e::juye d having 
t.heTil tnsre . I lwrk:ed fvom four in t.he morr.in6 unt:l noon and different kinds of work. 
Sometimes o·J.t i n the cold ar,d in a steam room. I caught and a-v:ft:.l cold and 
could.r.' t get over it . One ints resting experience that l had that never forget. 
There \vere two more fellows that had -..wrked -vri t.h me all sum.'ner, but we -y:orked different 
shifts. worK:ed in the cay t.ime, rut we all lived together in the same car. 
There a! other foreigner li -..·ir: g in there with us that off work for the -v:inter. I 
would cet u r in the evenin g and go up town and get a bite 1.0 eat and back to camp 
and sit. around an hour or so ref ore going to bed again . One night, this foreigner and I 
were ta::J<:in e; and he said to me , 11 You are a Mormon, aren't you" I told him that I was but 
hmv could he tell. He said that I -v;as just different . I told him that I coulc sHear and 
smoke as well as any of them and I al'.-:ays h&.d my dri:1ks with the boys . He said he knerT it 
but I v:as still different. We enjoyea quite a fe: good visits, but we fina.lly finished the 
job in Febrt.:ary and I took a nins ty cay leave of a"l:.sence anc went home . I vlas al:>out all in. 
I had beeiJ by a had cole of t he wi, ter and I was quite weak . It seemed that 
it Has hare 1,0 load a load o.: .1ay to feed my stock . Finally it was time to go back to work 
ar;ain so I hired an older man and his wife.: our of tu cume <:md vJork on th<s ranch. 
He Has a good man . Myrtle was goir:t; t.o Sa.lt. Lake t,u stay because 'VIe were expecting our t.hird 
child which was horn the sixth of July and -rm nar:1ed her Coralie. I had gone back to work 
on the railroad again in Evanston and later moved to Bittercreek , and Hyrtle ana the 
children came and lived with me for av1hile . vlhils v:e were t.here I got word that my 
sister Edith was in had shape. She was in a hospital ir. Salt LakG suffering with cancer. 
I went to see her and it hit me pretty hard and a couple of months later we lost her • It 
Has quite a blow to us because we had -so mush of her . She was huried in rtoos:;velt, 
Utah. A time later we moved into Rock Sprir.6S to -v:ork and -vms there most of thv: -vr....nter 
then to Ratlins for a short tirr.e and t.hen back to 3itterCreek to build a ne·,.; v:ater tank . 
It 1-ms while we were there that fall, Myrtle and the kids were there with me, that we 
heard that t he second world -vrar had broke out.. We immediately started vwrking hours 
a day seven days a week . There was a lot to do on the to get supplys and troops 
on to the west coast. They raised Ol:r waged and put more men to work . I vms finally 
making pretty good money. The cre1-; moved to Rawlins in t.he spring to do scme wor}:c and I 

out on anot.her gand and mov .::; d hacY. 1.oo We had a lot of pipeline to 
do to t;et more water into the railroaci we finally finished that and they sent· another 
gang in to help and we went back to -..:crk on ""vhe wa ter taTJK. This spring -v;orking here 
something happened that rnA was the be ginnin G of a grc.at change in my life . There vias 
three of us from home wurking there and ws would com::: on Saturda.y night go back 
Sunday evenint;. The cooK shack wa ..; clused \-Jhen we got. hack a:-1d also the ca.fe, so we 
would take some lunch hack with -us. i 'here was Or sen Chamherlain, Buck -:- entley a'Jd 
myself. One Sunday Orsen didn 1 t g o back and on t.he v:o.y om:n Buck t.,old me that the cook 

that he w?uld up and bive us somothine to eat . vfuen we cot there, Buck asked 
me lf I was golnb to the cook car eat . I told hirr. no t.hat I had better eat the 
food that I had brought with me. He saici he wo·.1ld it to thP cook. S th .... oon e . ,, .. 
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~ s~oon for r~ ~0 use ~c 8at ~y 

~-... ( r,y ::;_u11cr. ~ ~-.sr, t~.o~..:gbt I he:.C: "~- ::. t,~~r 

-... u.r~e "L :.: '.-.0.,} ~ c..6: tv t:;._ coo:: E:: . :....~: 'r-·: CC:.'J. SC -~·:.:"j- ;-,<. r. s~ ci i"L .fer t~r~u.f:fasL, beca'.l ::.s­
l.:ley v-·srs f-'-o.::...nt.': quite c.. 6a' . ,~ . · .. :-.:-;.I -v;:::r;: .. ir . .... .:-. :.. cuvr. -v;a~ [:;_-~,."..~;;t; on or:e side oft,;-;~ 
bi~ "Lal-le r:::.;,J : uc.r: on t~c ot-t:::-- f'ic~ a:--~ci a t 2.;: ~.::...2.s of tob ace;o ir:, bE: t-..;eer. ~her... :2·...;.c,: 
s~icl, 11 :.-e nCivc. c; ..... :. t s.mokin i,; V.i.f , c...:-,c p.n up fi v:;;; cio~lars . nrs yvu [Oi:.b ir. 1·::.. th "J.S ? 11 

:: sa::..a n o 1..:-Ja"t ~ uidn 1 t have: fi ".;, co~l.:.rs LG J.J...:. ...., ·..::._?, but I may lay off ·v;::. t:-. yo·.:. fe-r c. 
::e -.-J c.CJ.y:: . I -..;ant "racl-: to t h~ t'J..'.1: cc.r e;.r,ci rc ll2d ~y la.st srno.r:E for l-~e ci a:,- c.::; I vi~~ 
; oint:; to beci . \Jhile I v-laE= si l- t:;, r. ~ o.:-1 my t e C. ~~.ok:J1 ~ , I cot l-G thinkir; G,' I -,.;cnG.sr if 
:;:: i·: ill [;e l.. UJJ in l-r.c morn in:..: u.r c. 1-1.:::.vs r;-: y srr.G ~: c. vr if I will l ay off Ci f~· .. ; C.;.:,•;:, i::.. ~b t,~~~ 
otne r i;Uys , or ·h·[,ti t if t his il\ v....:.lc ·r.e rr1y L:st. f;:-,cKs anci if it -.-;c.s , -v;ha t c. if.:":'~ r s:-. cs -..;c ~ ~d l:. 
JT.u.;cc; in ;r,y life , if a;1y , a"'lu so or; 1 o 'l'r a1- w.:..:.~ r:.y la.s~ sr:wke and I wa~ a. 3i~:-.u;.. :.....'i t. r~s 
1 . :J o So Churc)': in ._, lit tlc ov<;r f' _i. v.:: years . It. -v; a~;; 1 t, 0:. a sy tv d 0, but. I s "L o.:,2ci -v:i t;l it o.ll 
·.:.:;o).;- a~,o. '\·;rent hv: ,._:- on Sa.turcLy niL::1t ar1c toicl. T'.,,- fc....r.-1::..ly tha1 I haci c.. su::-p.r~se fer t.hs: .. • 
':':•::: kid looked throuch my s·l..!i·uc ::~.::·: and cou ld:1 1 t fiLd &!yLhin c ciiffs r snt c..;.::-.-.i o.~ked ".-n.c.t 
i 'L -v;~s a1d I 1vouldn 1 t tell t her;:, ., I s.::.id thc.t it · o..:.ldn 1 t he a surprisE: if :::: v;oulci :,ell ~:-.s:n 
-v:;•at it was . Ttc. t night He l Taylor and hi~ ;\·i .fc c c: .~.3 to v~si t us anci Ze l a;--,d I -v:e r e 
~lon e on one s ·· de of the house u.nci he tovk z.. s~.0l: and c:...:ked rr.0 if I 1·1a.n:.eci u:r. s- a:-tC: I 
~~ic nu thank~ . He so.id, 1 Eav c. yet:. qt<it? ' I suic , 1 ~es 1 • Th;:...t's all that, v; a.s said. ?.s 
:-• .:.i.e to C OT'l? o . e r to our place t.he nc:x~ morn~ '! ~- 2.i'l.:r sG:-;,2 tools and h':':: said to Eyrl.ls , 
' So ·;,'if ~::..s qui l. sr..okin t..: . t I 'L C. c.:.\Ticci on he r v!h<.... t, -~,.hs surJ-~ ri::-~e was and she sat do·,;;-, C:...lci -,.;-rc,.:,e 
n~ 1..h2 ~ic ~st le"Lt:r I h~d ev~r r c cs i v 2d anc. I jus~ couldn 1 t gv hac~ to s~okin~ aft':'::r t,h ~t . 
·~- : 1~. ~ sprin[_?; I GOt so I couldr: ' t ~.u.'L c ood .:r-Jd u i.cn 1 t c <.... r e a~- out. food. It just didn't 'L<i~::.:..c 
~ ,)vd . I \\'c:J·L to a Doctor · r:.o he- cou ldn't fine ~r.y1:,h:i.~ 1..: vJron r; ~-:::. th rr,s , I ,,·;;,s in pe;rfecT., 
h~ c.l-:..h . T:-;:::rE. ~--.- .:.; s so:-:1c ttin~ ~\cr"~in c: orJ rrJ.:. a11c. =: have "L r out.;h t many t imes since ~hs v-;ay ;;.y 
j_:;_fe ha~ t'J..r:JSO OUt that ma yhe the. 1ord didn t t Tl.C:..VS a ere at c£a.l t,O do 1,-;:; tr1 i 'v, bE: CallS~ 
t2 had tle8f':.. C: :r,2 vi· t.h a wond ::: r i\:.1 v.ri:e L~md f' o,-, .~ c~oi e; e children . I had tc leave tr..s 
.r a 'i.lrc,z.d a .:-,d con.2 horns and taK~ ocare of vlfl<i t -v:e had acquired, so I lost a.ll of :r.y 
r,:;:r:iuritJ-· /,'c. c ot to boing t o toHn on Sund<J.y . 'i.' here WCiS d store ops r, in l-:1 ::-:-:. days <lr.O 
~·: ::: cculci 1-·t:Y v..·~a-t- g:-ocs r ys \-:c r~sed·3 d and huy o·..:.r five Gallons o[ gas( ·,.::Le n '.-:Cis ·drJat 
-•. :t:. ·~..: .::- re allol- t ed i n t hem day s) U.:l '-l it woulC: do u~ o. vleek a'ld -v:oalo a~:v;c.ys f.G ~v Sanu8y 
3c~o 0l, h~"L I ~v~l~ cet ou a8 soon as it was ove r, be ca'J. ~ C I was d.fraia 0: ~~~p~e Cind 
n.:....:~C:ly J-cn;: ·/: any'boay that v.:er, t -t-0 ch.J.rC ~l c. 1itt.lc> cid I r e ..... lize v:ha~ i~ '.-:<:..s · .. ;oriri.r. ' · ir1'"vu . 
I uic c;joy SwJU.oy Schuvl .:..t.'ld f:~; :...:.lly Lj shv.::J '.la'lnE:r C;C'.i iTJS 'LO nj~ CJ.nc... v.:a~, t,sC. r·.:. t.c:-"--te t~Y_; 
r:rc ... ..:.~...J l 22..ci2!"' ov,3r l-r:e .r::laer~ . '.1:. :.. ·:/ hao tr,o:, :r;J r e. co!"'cs aYJd fo'..lr',Q o ~,; t, "L!-'.a:. :!: 1-:~ f· a:-, .2.lc::r 
i.:-. c..r:e c :-. ...:.rc:1 . I e::.joye: d i 'L . I1- ·.-:c.s r 2ally a C.iff~r~.:-.t. v; ay of li fe a:T.ong c.iffsrsnt, 
p-.::o .~· le . ::c cav..:: llE' ar-1 assign:r.2 ::-.1.. of pllttin G t,:-, . .::; shi::.6ls s on 0~~ church. ':Lr.sy needsd it. 
Ve ry t ac, so on Lunuay rr.ornin 0 v;:.. 1-Je re S"J.pp osE: ci to ci0 l-hi s , but, t.he or.ly cr: s- ~~al- shm-:sci 
-..:;~ \·Ja.s ·,-;:;_llarci Strin ger and !:e was a Jtgh Priest. . I was arouna the side o: the builcir.b 
st.i.rrin; c. l""rge bucket of pair:t w:1en Bishop ca:::a a.rou...'":d a;·1d I -v1as lear1ing over stirrir.g 
~~e paint . tis slappe d me on the bc.:.ck and sa.ici, 11 ~o-~; tread is your shoulders this morr.int;" . 
2: "told hirr: ~:-..at t ney Here ju s t. a s b road as ever, vlhy c..id hs want to know. 
::e said, ~~"~·;e have got a ne-v; job for you . •r 
I said, ~~".-J~at is it? 11 

Es said, ~~"de want you t,o be tr.e S1.:perintenda11t of the Sunday School." 
=: a:-- out fell in the ruc~et of IJaint. , Finally I told him that I didn 1 t think that my shoulders 
1-:sre that broad . He told me that he though~ they ·Here, so I told him that I -vrill try and 
oo the 'best I cand. He told me that. that Has a:il t.hey could ask . vJhen I decided to go to 
c:-:turch I promised the Lord that if he vJ o'U.ld for ; i ve rr.2 I would never refuse to do anythin; 
I FCJ s asked to do in the church and I ·w ould devo~e t.he rest of my life to his service . I 
coald:1 't sGy no nov;. ·I did it and I h2.d never up to t-hat day in my life enjcyed any-~.~r.ir1g 
as much as I dio thato It Has r e a:ily a ere Cit exr:;e ricn ce to me and I v!Or.Keci -,.;::_ t,[l some o: t.hs 
finest people tnat I had ever m2t. We were just likE: one large family v-iorkir.g t.ogethsr . 
·.-:-c \vc:n -~.~ around to t.he different ho:nes once a month ano had our ?act;.lty meetir1gs and \o:E:: rsc:..:l.l:,r 
\:njoyed the compa.'1ionship of on e an other . I had t".·:o good councilers and o. good secretary. 
I had ,.Jesse Graham and Lloyd Hall for councilors Cinci they were both great guys ar.d a lot of 
help and Selm.::.1 Carpenter was the se cretary. and she was great . 

E2an-while v.·e had had anothe r wonderful daughter born , Elaine . That made us fo1.1r girls and 
,\~e we re a happy fainily a:1d we lovec1. our children dearly. Elaine was born in February Cind 
1-.re had to come down seven or eight miles fro~J th~ ~w~mson Place to 1'1ountc.ir1 View to ct~rrc~. 
In the 11inter time I would get \ up anc:i do my feeding vLile the stars w:: re s~ill shining. If 
\·;e could get c:iown the road in a tru.ck we would c u:7Je t.ha~ -v1ay , but if not we 'riO"Ctld hi tc~ a t 
team on a sleigh and go down as far as l'-:·yrtle ' s ?a therE place and go in d. car if we co-.:lc 
and if vle couldn 1 t we would go on 1-:i th the team . I'J2 neve r missed a SUTicie:.y a:1d 1-1 ·2 -v1ere leits 
once. I didn 1 t realize that a pe rson cvu ld c har, ;ze anci gro-v1 somumh in such a s~lort tims . It 
\-:as a change of life for me arid I r eally enjoyec it . I was stillqui ts wor-.ci8o about my 
life what would become of rna or v~nether I -v:oulc eve :: bE accepte d and all , beca'J.ss of 'L~e 
,\·ay that I had lived. I Hen'L to Bishup '..lanner a:-1c r;o t a reccomend tv get . Ci l-'atriar~hal 
blessing and 1-:ent to Lyman to UnclE· Jirr1 Lyre, a -.. .:onG.c. rful old man , and go~ rrjy blesslllt: . 
After that I was at ease and did:-: 1 t Horry ar.y.r:u::--e only I lmew that I had to repent and 
buckle down to work and Has at peace w:i. th myss 2_1' and didn 1 t worry anymore . 
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I enjoyed the Sunday School i .-.. -.~ :...r'tsely but be f ore t h is r..y brother Chc.rley would 
co~~ out once in awhile to see us Dnd his wife 5c rt ha was alwDys ~fter ~e to 
quit s~o k ing and do somethins in the church and said to Charley "I wish he would 
straighten up and do somethin s l·rith his life1 1 and Charley said: "Oh lt:.ave hir:1 
nlone, he will go farther in the church yet than e~y of the rest of us. Another 
tirr.2 \-Jhcn he cam out Myrtle s~id to hlm 11 do you know your brother hc:s quit all 
his bad habits?imd he said: 11 1 didn't even kno•I'J he had any". He kne·...; more zbout 
r.1c rc.:1lly than I knew myself. I really thousht a lot of this man and he had 
a great influence on me throughout ~y 1 ife, but 1 lfe went on. 

Another thin9 I would 1 ike to m.:;ntion in r.1y 1 ife earlier when we were on the 
$ ~ ;.:nson plc:ce. As i have mentioned before I was quite a hand to svJear. 1 
h~~ 1 Ived with it so much w!th Paddy Clyde £nd others on the ran ge and I used 
so~~ terrible language. 1 wished rr.~ny tim8S that I could quit it but would say 
things just in a comrr.on conversation iJnd never !mow it. This ti me we had t he 
two 1 ittle glrls , Louise w~s just 2 bz~y and Lois could still stand up in the 
true ' seat. We \vere goin g out of the ~\-Janson place and it vt.:ls bc;d ro~ds. mud 
c.ncl snovJ. \~c got stuc l~ and I opened my mouth and the tr ue\ door about the same 
ti ~~ but tois beat me to it . So~~ of the most terrible language you evzr headd 
cair.e out of that 1 ittle mouth. She v.ras just re?eating me and I knew it. I had 
ta ',cn \vhiprings in my 1 ife but never one i i l·.e that. I snea ked around behind 
th.Jt truc k, never pushed harder in jy 1 ife and while I was pushing I r.1ade up my 
mind that nobody would ever hear me swear like that again and from that day to 
this I have never taken the n~me of the Lord in vain. Well I have practically 
quit, once in awhile a word might slip out but not very often. It seems that if 
you make up your mind to change for the better there are so many thin gs come into 
your 1 ife to help you. ! think the hardest part of it is to make up your mind 
to do it but I had a lot of help with my family. I have always been great to 
have a child with me and I did w!th my C:\\1:'"1. There were one or tvJo of them vdth 
me all the time, especi~lly CorD! ie and the boys when they were younger. Nobody 
knows how much they helped me to shape my 1 ife different because I realized If 
I wanted my children to be something I had to 1 ive what I wanted them to be 
because I was their example to follow. Gesides I enjoyed their companionship. 

We went on in the Sunday School and finally I went to Bishop Tanner and got a 
recoi7'.1lend to go to the Temple. \./e had four liftle girls then. We were a real 
close happy fnmlly, He dearly loved our children and we trled our best to make 
a happy Lome for them and teach th e;n the right way of llfe and be companions 
with them. An'{'Nay we went to the temple and had our children sealed to us. It 
was a marvelous thing, and we came home and settled down to wor k in the church. 
I w~s in the Sunday School for nearly five years and dearly loved the wor k. Then 
I was released and they put me out as a stai ·e missionary . Curtis Bird was my 
compan ion. He was a good co~p~nion, we were supposed to put in 16 hours a week 
and we never missed and had some good contacts and met a lot of great people. 
I enjoyed it very much and thought I would like them to leave me doing this the 
rest of my 1 ife but it didn't work out thct way. 

We had a cream station in tc .:n and received cream one day a week on Wednesdays. 
Myrtle and I had been test ing cream all day und when we got through we stopped 
to get the mall a~d some groceries . While Myr tle was in the store I went to 
the post office and got the mail and there was a large brown envelope addressed 
to Bp. Wilford Stoddard. I thought it was a mistake and when Myrtle got in the 
car I showed it to her and said :.hey had made a mistal~ e, this should be Bishop 
Tanocrs. There was one corner of the envelope torn and there was a little slip 
of paper that I took out and it said to ''All New Di shops 1

' . Then I realized then 
what It meant. It came as quite a shock, but the Stake President called me over 
to Lyman on Sunday end broke the news to me gently. I told them they were a 
1 ittle slow that I already had the ~Jord from the Presiding Bishops Office. Pres. 
Taylor wanted to know how I felt about it and I told him that I thought it was 
too big a job for me and he said well we dont think It is. Again I thought of 
the promise that I had made to the Lord and I told them that I would do the best 
that I could. I wnat to say now that that was the greatest eight and a half 
years of my 1 Jfe, while I was a ~I shop. I had to get on my knees real often for 
help and guidance and the Lord really blessed me and helped me and I got so close 
to the people and really learned to love them. They were some of the greatest 
people in the world. I gained a strong testimony and knew that this \>Jas Christs 
church and that He stood at the head of it and directed it through a prophet. I 
listened to many problems from the young and old and they were my problems too. 
1 saw many a tear shed across that table In the old church office and many of them 
were mine. I really loved the work and I lived a different life the~ l~had ever 
11ved before. I 1 ived a spiritual 1 Jfe and it was very rewarding. 
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·.. . - CC' -:·, · .. : ,·, l t y with the: LD:::: 
;- ...... :,jj:;:~..- and r. . .Jdc rr.~ny cios c f:--ic..r . .-.:s. ~ic'-r.~ss cr c.:..::t r. :n their hc:-:.es , 
\:.:.s '-h·:.Jys one of t l~e first c.:-.cs t •. ~:-- .:: sec ii ~·:c CGi.J .IC r ende r '- "::Y ~ssist~nce 
::>:- sc..:-v .c c.. of cny l: inci. \J~ h.:.c r·.~·r.-, ·;~~~ rei::; ether t h.:n LDS people in o ...:r 
ci·,.:.r_l 2nd I 00 t rc~1 cio sc. t o tl c~.:. pe:.:->i e: and \.'C hc1pcd cne anothc.r re sc:: rdless 
o: \ ·::-:.:.·~ c hu rch 1ve bc.1uns; c·· to. 1 1 1, r:_\·c..· \orse t on e: fur.cr.:1 y,•c had in c.;ur 
c~ :~r2: . f. Hobson boy t i·:~t \\':.s 1 i\'!r.s; \~!t:-, Lis r.,arcnts ir, 3:.J r 1ey , ldt;!-ao cJt 
~ .. .:. ·.::,~.~ sc..: l l1 1ed in~ ~:-t..:c. c: : c i cl.:....:-r ~. i.',~er. I hc.:.:.rc o ·~ it I called his 8unt 
· ... ; .. :c ille J;·h nson) in F.oberts·:. .:;--,c told r.:.:- t~(;y ~·Jere v:cicoii":e to o u r ch.: r:.el or 

.: .. ~y ~c.rvicc:... th~t •:vo cc u1~ rc..:.c ...... >. ·rhc:· L\..:n..: L\Jryins t h:~;-; here ir. t he Vi::lley 

.::.: . ...: ~.i s ·:= .::t;;.:r cz.:-;-;c to s c:.:. r: . .:. ..... ~ci r~.:.c:.; 2rr.:.i1Sc::,;::r.t s for t r.E: service in our chzpel . 
~~ .-.-~ ~. :-.. :x.::.c.! -i~.Jncr-:1, sc ~.~.:. c: c;,:r pco~·ic fcrnisr.ed t r.C; r.• ..... cic, Ar.,!.:,e r D~vidson 

:::··: c-.Jr st:: ' c prcsiC:cncy Line r,cvcr ....;n d Lir.cgsr of t he f- res b; teric: n churc h die t he 
:..-· ~..-:... tr.~· . !~ v:.:::s u very ni ce se rvic e.. . T~:.:; ycCirs lc;ter his t.rot hc r got k illed 
:. :...:;,:· .... ~ h'- s.:.:-.. ~ v.: ::>.·; i:r.d :·;rs . ::...h;~sc n c -:::.:.in r;-.:;C:(... 2rr~ngc•.-•cn ts for t he services end 
c 1··.:.C.: r..-: cboLt o~r ch t:pc. • • -:-hc..y ~·:.:.~:tc~ th ~ s~r:·.e service but f~ev . Lir.c ;.:.r 'r'Jas 
: :. t:-.c e:. .:.s-:. or. v'- c.::t ion a:-.d f-..::.'..,;;:;,r [.::.vidscn v:.:.s in Portland going t o sc !-:ool so 
sr . .:. ~.:;C.: to gc.t ar.othc. minis-::cr . 1-.11 s !1:; cou!cl get was a t·:cthodist r;;inistcr out 
~f !::v.:.r~s'tc·n 2n d wi.en t hey c.:. ::-._ uL:· .. for t Lc. service she cer::e to me enc s ~id 11 Bp . 
S\ .. cC:l...:.rC: I 2m u·l-r.::.iG \t,'(;: will !.:. vc..: -~rouble hcrc today a~:d l told her th2t ~ 
C.:ic::-.'t thir. ~· tne r c \:ou.C. be c:..-:C.: not to v..:orry about. lf there v1ere i::ny vJo rr ies 
-.:> :~:..~ v -. th.:-.t L;:' to r.ic . I ~s l~cd her ,..,.;iz.t th e:: troubie wus ar.d she t old r.•e t hi:.t 
"' '·- r .. !~:is:.:.r v:.:~. n~·~~ ln Ev~ns ..... or. i:.nd h~d cc~.~3 fro;."i Florida \·:he re t hey VJcre agalnst 
i.h ..... :·.:. r::-. .::-.s t;nC: he didn't \·:3nt nnythins to do w ith t he::--•• She sa id 11 1 to .• d hime: 
! c::~: :-.·~ \:.:-.n t hi:-; to co;;;:; out h.:. :c.: Dnd s~y i:.nythins again5t tr.e t'.or:-.~o n::; !:.ecaLse 

c.· u t t, 1:; r c 1; h c n (;. n y t h i r. g ~ i I: c t ~-~ i s h 2 p p cr. s c.~...: r r e 1 i s i c n i s 1 u i d a s i c e c: :-. c vie a r e 
-=-~~ o;-; ..... rcc~ic'' . I t h.:; r.l ~c d her t.nd Suic thz.t is jl2st t he: WC.'/ \·~c fc ~ 1 ~r.C: I i: ::i 

sure cv.::ry~r. in g v;ii~ oc i,;1lrig:-.t . \·fhe:n the.: r.·.ini~ter c ~:ne , t he mo rtic iL:;~ ·d-.o wc:s 
iii t! .-.. bis!·.op ric in lv.:nston , introduced hi-:: tc r;;e c;nd we visited c:. fcVJ r.:inutC::s 
"'nci ~--:,..)~.our scats up ~t t :~e .• : r o:--.t cJnc he.: condt..: cted th e services. After WE. went 
~' :. : ,.:; ccr.; .:!tc ry t.l;-;d w .. cil it \'!:.. s c:.ll over he co1.1e t o me and sc: i d 1 'S i ~hop Stodda rd 
;i. !-:.::.: L.c.:.:-. u j:lcust..: r ~ \·: .:Jr!: ir.s ·:itr. yo:J and if you ever come to Evii nston ccr;.e and 
~.:...::. r.1.::. • ' : ..... u b c f o r e I h.:J d ~ n 0 iJ ~ ~ r t u n i t y to 90 see h i m he had gone bil c k to F l or i da • 
I h:d ~ ~ ~~~er o f C~?cricnccs ~~ch as t hct,it gives you a good feeling to see the 
~~2c;.· :c r.li:~.s~c to scthc r ond v:o;shi~ t cgcthcr •.dth the sc;:ile feeling of 1ove. It 
~1..J1.191-.~ rr . .:: v:;ry close to th .:. ~.:..:c?ic ir; the CGi'ii.-:IUidty other than our members. That 
i~. c:~.:: t :.ins t h.J t I r.1isscd r~o~t vJ.:::s to so o ut in our cu:r.r.1unity and offer our 
S(!rv:ccs o:-r occasions like th:;.::;c. ' .. 'c:. h .::1d ~c:-:.:! good talent at sir.ging ar.d \'Jith 
;"';";.JSic . ~.y rtle ~nd v ;ol.::: St r 'n~..:r s.:.ns at r .. .:r:y funerals. Viola told n:o a short 
~ i ;-;;c c('o she h.:.d c hc~~ : cd b.::cl: <::nc t l-.cy h~d suns ~t 121 funera 1 s and -..;e had others 
•. .-:s v,·cdl. P.lso o go·.:>d choir (;Inc..! spo Le zt quite a nurr.ber of services t:::at weren't 
LD5 ~nd I really ~ pp rcciatcd the friendship and love of the people. 

We ll after eight znd ona half Y8~rs I was released fro~ being a bishop. One 
S:.mday t he S te; !~ e Pres i c!zn cy c ui 1 ec! me l n and to 1 d me that I was to be released and 
thoy were putting in a n evJ bishop the next Sunday. I kne•.-J ll was coming but I 
~~~t t hir.~ I slept a~ all t h~t night. It rea lly got to me, for eight and one half 
yc~rs I r.~d been c servant to the Lord and to His c h lldrer. as a ~ishop and subject 
to cc11 any mln~te wherever nee ded. I loved every minute of it bec~use it was 
sL:c h c. greet c2 ll ing. I jl!st co~IC::-: 1 t refuse to do anything l wz.s as ked to do 
bcc~~sc th~t WQS my calling .:nd wzs ordaine d and set apart by a pro~het of the 
Lor~ un~cr the hands of Harolc ~ . Le e and w~s given a wonderf~l blessing. 
t~in~ th~t is the one thing t hat ma~es the po$ition of a bishop so greet is being 
c scrvont o f t he Lords childrc .-: ~nd have their love. I realized they w~re all 
the Lord~ child re n res3rdl ess of their religious beliefs bllt anyv;ay I VJi::S released 
i ro r:~ this t:-os itlon and I guess th.:t v:as the r;;ost lonely day of my life. I sat 
i n t h ·~ b 3 c I. of t h ·~ c h z r.- e 1 t h c ,-. ext Sun d ~ y and f e 1 t 1 i ke I n c v e r had a f r I end 
left in th .::! v,,orld. But I kn;:;\'.J I did, I hod m~ny special friends but just to be 
relE ased just didn 1 t seem the E~~e. They put ~2 on the Hig~ Council which Is 
another great calling. I visited every ward in th~ sta ke , about eleven of them. 
We went £s far as Rawl tns, \!yo~ing to the east ancl to Pinedale, Wycming on the 
north. I ejiJ oyed visiting the pcop 1 e anc! getting i,lCqua i nted \'J i th them Qnd 1 earned 
to love them very much. ~ 

Well 1 ca rried on in my church wor ~ ar.d wo r ~e d o~t on jobs as much es I could to 
rr.ake ends m2~ t. \Jork ing on hish\·:.::y cor.structic:1 ~nd spent some time in the forest. 
1 enjoyed the wor k in t he forest bccaus ~ I w~s back where! thought ~ really bel~ng ed 
up tn the mountEins £nd tl mbcr w~ich I dGarly loved. We had a bug tnfestatlon In 
our forest and they \..;era ki 1 1 ing our trees. I worked there three or four years, 
most of the su ~r~-nc r and p4:rt of the v:ln t e r. They flnally got rid of the bugs so I 
wor ~ed on highway construction quite a bit. 

.. '. 
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· . -.:. :-·~ : ·.1 vn t~: ~ r&iich L:i::. ·:=z· :-;-.i1y '.'/3S s :-c ;;in,::: :...- Zl.~ t l-.c sir1s t >. :..~ \ :ere 
L - • . . :..r._ h ~~lri ns hrith th·= coo . i'l: f ~:-- t ~:; b .~s cr .::·..;s c:J:ic the boys ·.·.,r:..:-e -:::-.' :.g 
0 . ;:. ':" ~ ·: ...:.:.~. of the ... :or'' en t he r:: :-,c:1 . \fc 2 ~v;ays r.d i '·cd 2 fe.v C O':JS ar.d t !::. ~ SC: Ve 

L: ~ •. :-.:.:: c 1 ;fc. ! hc.c cnc o-f th ·.: best h2y cre\·:s i:-. th::; va1l~y. !...o:.~i!:. :::: ·1 · ::~ s o:-1e 
c-: ~ . -. ~ c !.': t h em cis ~,..._~ i t h ~ o :-- s e s "..: . i.:: ".: I eve r s : .: r. • S r. e b r o k e c ii e o r t ~·: o to r ; C: :: c ;-, 
~ ~ r - - ;he 1ovad ho;-ses ~n~ ~oLld get a1o~J with th e~ r~al geed. T h:::: r~:sh~o rs 
.::, ,· .. .:... ' :~:.:.:-.'Led her i:a th ·:: h3·;'fi.:::icl t 0 ra '-c. ~.:1~' 2 :1 C: as t :1e girls src·./ ur c: :-.c :-:-.:; rrie;c 
t~ ·: ~ :, :Jys to o' ~ over pretty r::..!ch .:::-:c: lt \''25 r.-.:;stl·; ccn3 \·Jith r..~chinery by t :-.:.r. . 

"" ' -. ··.i1d ,.e:l a llv:.;nt tilrous:·~ ~-. ::· ~chcul :n ! '. :.;::nt.Ji n Vie·.-; . Leis s ;--~n t c;.:; · ... i;-;t er 
i:-. . _r· -~ b~sinr.;ss col1 cs8 in S:-.: t !_c;' ·c c:ty .:;-,-~ Lcui s:::, Cor~1 ie::, El.:in::; c.1.c L:;:l.:nd 
:.; .:..:~~ so:-:.::, t; ~;; in co 1 l-39.:.. . ~ ::-. i ~ ::-.:-. r r i ed i n .:: coup 1 e of yeu r s 2f te r s:;t t ::-. ·; c.~t 
c.·.: sc .~ -J:)l !1crc . She m2 r:-icd.: ·r i:-. :: y:) .m:::: r: . .:r1 fro1T: Durh~ ~T: , Cc: l ifornie b~, r.~:: r.c:~:; 
~...: r!: :-o1C: S'd11in . f\i2 by c .-.~ t !·.ey .:>11 sot ~.12rricd . The ~' arc 211 r.:3rri.::c but r.u t !-. 
.:: ;-;C.::::-~.: is s~ill sins 1~ ~.nd h::. turr;e:d out to be a true! ~ driver nr.d se~:-.--:s to 1cve 
: t l~.:...:::.J,Jsc.. s t-.e is \·JO :-- :·i:-,~ o ... tsic' e ':J~1 ir.~ . she iov ~-! S . All in ZJ1l \'Je hc::ve be:c.n b1c;sse::d 
:, :. ~ .:. ;- en t s . h r o 1..! s !-1 t h.:; y c.:: r s v: i I ll '=-' L r f om i 1 '/ , \·E, t c h i n g t hem 9 r o ...... up an d c n j o y c d 
·;::-:c :·.-, \'~r ·l r., ;lch \/1ilc t~H~Y ... Jere c-::.·n·.=: lt. '· '2 h3v:: a fz; ;-;, ily t o be p ro~d of c::nd th .:;y 
:-.:-·v.:.. :>1css ·2d us \vith tvKnty nine g r.::J;;dchiidrc:~, v;no are very speciZtl to us. 

'. :. ::.~ :::2 ~) \:.:. :::: s 1 itUe fed ~o·.-: !--,c. '.J.: s ~·Jit!i rr. .::;:; src.=t dc::.::ll. H~ \·:2is five ·;c.::.rs older 
t :-(.:. ;-, :....:.-..:.: .:r.d he \\'2nt t ~ \tJcr ': -. -.·ith r.~2 \J:lcn I vJ.Js 1:.1or: . ing forth; co:.~nty. ~:c v:culd 
~, ._: · .. <th r:-.:.; ::-ll the tlr.:c if ~oss ible. I vJill neve:- fors2t cne C.:.'/ I v:.:s cr22sing 
'-- 1o::; .:::ross tre ere~ :: \dth c: :-:ic'-arcon .::m d it c<J rr.c out and I fell ir1 th e crel! :<. 
! t r ~::-"·2 t! ck l cd Sob ' eVen toc:::y !-.3 1 uughs .::bo c t it 0.1Ce l n c; ·:-;~ i 1 e ~bo~t ~.:._ f~ 11 i ng 
ir. ~ h .:. crce; ! ~ . An~th;:;r ~ imc I h'3S tc~ rin~ so:-:1.:: plan: (. off a brids;c and th e: :-e v:as 
: curr~nt bush growing up along by the side of the bridg~ where I was wor~ing . 

·:-:-,::-r.:. v:.Js:.. r.orncts nest inti ~:-.d I \'1/.JS wor 1<i:ag z ~·.·:::.y there .;.n d kinda stirrec the 
f·,o•ncts t:p u bit 3nd Ct1C of th ~--.~~ ~tui1g r.~;; o:a th e: b2c l· of the r.ec~: . It rcwlly hurt 
.::;;---: l s r.:.bb cc fo r my n~c : ·: .:>.d dro;::;.:;.:::d ~he cr..::· .. ,.::,.;: r .:nd it fell on my toe. I tell 
y,- · : \:.:.-.s in r.fsery and ~. oG £G~ quite ~ 'i c': out of th.:t ;:.nd vJi 11 lauJh <;bout that 
C\'.::r·:: c:·.cc. in .:-. ~:~-d lc. H2 \•:ou1c clig in .::nd h'Qr i s ~:::; d 2n d sc;:;;;; to enjoy it aiid \'!2>S 

r c.:, ily ~j 1o: o f help. lt \-J35 <:. r c .:ll r-1c~surc to hzvo i"!'i)' boys \•Jith ~e. I thin k one 
c-f :n~ h i sh l i']hts \-.JZ~s t~ > ins c. lun c h r .:il c::1o:-.s .Jnd eatins lu:;ch, it v.ras a sort of 
~ ?icn lc for the~ . ~y childre n were with~~ a gre~t deal, each on ~ in their turn 
z:~, :h.::;y c.:;~.:: aions. I guess they ldnd~ c:-~joycd bein9 with their old D3d 2nd I'm 
S ~l i2 I c:-:;o y.:=d i !·~C h~ving t!: 8m \ .. :ith r.1s . I thir, k b2ck at those d2ys r.c'A' 2nd realize 
~~h:t ~ joy these c~ildrcn w~rc 2s co~panions to e~joy and watch t hem grew into 
D~nhc~d ~~d wo~3nhood ~n~ know th~t you we re a gr~a t ?art in shaping thei r future 
1 ivcs. Once in a while we could go Gn a picnic with ~11 the fa mily and these 
v:c re s re~t dz.ys. 

Ano~he r instance, our son Lee was Dbout nine or ten years old and he built him a 
house, 2. lee:~ to u,; c-gcdr. the barn •,,..,rith som8 boards and said he \-J~s going to leave 
~Oiil-3 c::;,d move oct by 1himse1f . He mil!<ed hts C' .. m ca.--1 and had hi!7i a little cream 
c~~c \ each week. He went down to the store and bought him soma food. He had his 
c ·.-.'n il~il 1 ~ SQ he \...;ent to !·eepl:-.g house for himself . It was tntcrest lnJ to see hmv 
it •..-:::s 9-::.ing to t..,•Qrl.: oct. It h'orl:ed pretty £80d for a wee k ore 1 ittle longer but 
~c invited his 1 lttle sister ~ut~ to e~t st.:ppe r with him one nig~t so she did. 
S~e discovered where he kept ~11 of l1is socdies so w~en he wasn't around she went 
in end helped hcrslef so he r~~ ~ 1 ittle low on food. One evening he ca~a in the 
hcusc Dnd \vas sitting there \-Jith ~hungry loo '· ln J·,Js eyes. He were just sitting 
do~\·n to eat n nice St.Tpcr 2nd he looked 1 i !.-e he \-::>uld enjoy so:::e food and I se;id 
''\ !~11 Lee hc•:J about h.:ving a bite to cat, with us 1 1

• So he said 1 '\Jell I believe I 
· \ ·J i 11, Ruth ~te all of my food. So tr.~t mzdc: hI;., fe el 1 i ke he liJ2S 0:1e of the f~mi j y 
cg3in so he moved b~c ~ in with us. Lee helped m~ quite a lot when ~c ~as Lbcut 
tc;-; or eleven yc~rs old. I h'orL:-:d for the CO'.!n ty at that tir.~,~ c:nd he E:~joycc sning 
with me. H~ \-Jould ta ke him z lunch p<Jil e:nd he \-JOuld dig in znd try to wor t: and 
thousht he was quite a man . It was a p l easu re to have him ~long . l w~s building 
fence out Oil the hlghv.Jay one t; :-..~ and· I tool ~ him with me. He \lias bis enot.:gh to 
drive the tractor them. ~a done quite a lot of wor k and he get so he co ~1 d drive 
staples pretty good and w2s gcorl co~?~ny. 

Lee wasn't home much after he sot out of bigh school. He went to Rexburg for one 
sc:~:cster then he v.·~s ca11ec to s,:, on t:. rnlssion for the church. H~.; vJi:.S c.:;lled to 
so to rrazil . me spent three monihs ~t 3YU le~rning the Fortugcse l~ngu~ge then 
he went to BrQzil. ft was hard to se~ hi m go so far away from horr.c but we didn't 
worry too ·mu ch ubout him in th .: mission fie1d. ~Je :~nevi hP. was cap.:blc of doing a 

. ~ .. 



-'"' c:. i ' in e _j ob, whic h he d id . One. 01· tvJO o f his corr.;::,anic.:-,:.. :ole r;c. l<:J~ er tha"L 
~c wa s mak ing one o- the best rrissionaries in t he fielc ir tr,c, t a rea . After 
rc was there for a while he got sic l . He got one of th ose ~ogs that they get 
in South Ameri ca and he j ust couldn't get over it . He lost a lot of weight in 
a short time and they had to send him home . I kncN he hated to see it happen . 
~nyway he jobbed around a 1 ittl e a nd did what he cou ld and finally detided to 
go bac k to school again, which he did for a short time. The he vulunteered 
~o go into the army . He was about to be drafted anyway. I d i dn 1 t 1 ike to see 
n1n go into the army . I was quite proud of him and I didn't want the people 
of the country to thin k that we didn't thin i< enough of our country to help to 
defend it. It was a terrible ordeal in VietNa m. lt seemed like a losing 
battle . He spent several moG_hs in VietNam and we missed him very much, he 
was a long way f rom homE. . I am sure it vJas a rough J ife a nd that he had many 
exoerien ces that we ren 't too good. He was right in the thic k of it in the 
_i ungle for some ti me and we were quite worried abo ut it.· It was lonesome 
around home without Lee. He was a good boy and 1 am proud of my fa mil y as a 
who l e. Th ey are good hands at meeting people and can ma ke friends anywhere. 
I a ;-;-, grat ~ ful for this. I know vJi th my High Council wor k I co uld alwa ys ta ''.e 

my wife or one of my c hil dren along vJith me and the y could fill in as a spea ker 
and the y do real well with anythin g the y underta ke to do. 

I di..:'n't mention too much abo ut n,y f irst family . Their mother lived in Montana 
7-'or 2 ti me and married again anc f inally moved bac ., into California vJhere my 
boys grew up. Chuc~ and Dic i ~erved in the army in the second world war and 
f or 2 whi le after. My stepson Bill was an aviator, Ch uc l was a para-trouper 
and Di c k served on Guam, but didn't see any action. Chuc l' got married before 
he went into the army and had one child. For some reason or another he and his 
v.· i f e s e pa r a t e d and h i s mo t h e r too 1 • t he c h i 1 d to r a i s e • H i s w i f e w rote to me 
for sor,,et ime but I havent heard anything of h'er for years. I often wonder what 
became of her, I never did see her. After Chuc k got out of the army he remar ried 
anc had a nice wife and four more fine child ren. We would go see the m quite 
0ften . It was always a pleasure to see the m. We would see them all but Bill. 
He ~ad been ra i sed by his dad in Arizona and I have only seen him a ti me or two 
since I left Vernal. Anywa y 1 ife went on and Dick got married and he and Chlilck 
shi ngled houses for a 1 iving. Chuc k was having ~uite a hard time making a go 
of it, his health didn't seem to be so good. He finally got sic k and went to 
the hospital and they discovered he had cancer. They removed his stomach and 
thought . ~aybe they had it all and he got along pretty good for a few months. 
He got sic k again and went bac k to the hospital and they found that he was still 
full of cancer and that he only had a short time to 1 ive. The family was there 
when the Doctor told him and he to ld them 11 1 got something to show you." He 
was in the Santa Monica Hospital and he too k them out where they had a good 
view of the ocean and he said 11 1 would like you to all leave this country before 
you are where I am'' He didn't want to see his children again and he was a great 
lover of his family. I know he suffered by not seeing them but it would have 
been much harder on him and harder on the children to see him so sick. He 
told them to move him to the Veterans Hospital where there wouldn't be any 
expense for them. When I got word I went down to see him. 1 was there about 
ten days and would go and see him once or twice a day. It was awful sad for me 
because l could look back to when he was a 1 ittle boy and I was really the 
person he thought so much of and l was deprived of his companionship most of 
his i ife. He meant so much to me and it really hurt pretty deep. There has 
never been a day in my 1 ife pas ~ since that terrible day when I left them that 
I haven't thought of them several times a day and l regret not having them closer 
so I could see them more often. 

Mary's oldest daughter Barbara finally moved up to Wyoming with her husband and 
family. It was hard on them to get started but they were finally doing real 
good. They had the three children when they came here and were blessed with 
five more. Leon had a good business setting up trailer houses and doing,main­
tenance work on them. They were really happy and doing fine and then Barbara 
had the sad experience of loosing Leon in a truc k accident on the day before 
Christmas. It was an awful blow to her and their children but she:: later, sold 
out and bought a home in Fort Bridger. She is now married again to a rna~ 
named Reed Bluemel and they seem really happy. It is good to have her close 
bedause she is really one of the family. She and Leon joined the church and 
became real acitve. Mary and her husband Bud Clark and son Dennis are 1 iving 
in Reliance, a town a few miles out of Roc k Springs.Tney bought a 1 ittle store 

there. Penny and her husband and family also 1 ive in Roc k Springs. Mary is 
still my daughter and I am sure she always will be. I still have the same love 
for her and always wil 1. This is my family and I love them al 1. 

·------



. ·---. 

: t~o~s~: when l was rc le ~s~~ fro~ th~ h:s~ Council tn~t ~) act ivity i~ ~~~ 

c~ ... ru, \·: c:.s about to co ~ c :. c c:.r1 end . /-. pc.rsG- at r..y agt had plenty cf yc .... o;-s 
pe.:. ;:' c .._0 ta i·e ove:r. I •.Jas still a ho:-:-:c. teacher and hc?E: to always be: . 
gue::ss I haven't missed over fo ve or six mon ths ma k ing my visits in th :rt ~ - ~:ve 

ye~rs . The Bishop cal le~ me in one night and to ld me they wanted me to be thE: 
higr Pries t group leader . At that ti me th e adult aaroni c priesthood co~s unce:r 
this c~l I i ng and we were having cla sses for them such as seminars. I sot r J 
son Co: 10 help me . He was home teachin g at the time. Within a short ti~e a 
m.::.. .-·~ :.;e .... of the bishopric lef t and the y put Bob in the Bishopric. He is Goins a 
fine joL th ere . He gets along wei 1 with people and the young people love hi~ 
so I a ~- s u r e he w i l l p r o g res s • 

Lelan d c:. f ter hig h schoo l went up to Rexbur g for one semester then to Brazil 
on a missio n to Brazil and was doing fine and I learned that he was a very 
fine miss ionary which I knew he would be because he wJs a choice boy an d could 
r .. ce i people vwll . He was there only a shon time and got sick and had to COI.ie hcrr1e 
ric weni to col lege again that fal 1 and la t e r enlisted in the army and finally 
made it to Veit Nam . That was hard on n im, he had a roug h time of it over there 
I o~ sure . He hasn't been active in the church since then but I am sure he 

\-.:ill so:;>e timc come bac !~ a nJ be a good active member and do a lot of good. He: 
has a lot of abilit y and know how with people and he has a fine little wife and 
a very choi ce son who thin ks his Dad is great . 

~e are really proud o f our children and proud o f our grandchildren. But t ime 
goes on and I am getting older. After a while the position I had as Hig h Priest 
group leader was no longer over the Adult Aaronic group and they were put under 
th e ilo e rs and I didn ' t have them anymore , and had enjoyed them ver y mu c h. In 
March of 1973 I received a letter from th e st a ke president to be a lea dership 
meeting at sta ke conference. We had Marvin J. Ashton of the general a uthori ties 
v1:tn us . I knew his brother Wendall J. guite vJell, I had gotten acquainted vtith 
hi~ w~i1e I was in the Sunday School beca use he was the Gene ra l Secreta ry of the 
Sunday School board, so I as ked about him. He "Said he was fine and wanted tc 
knoh hOI"! I knew hi m. He said lets sit down and tal k about this and vie did . He 
as~ed me a few questions and he as ke d if my wife was with me . He said he would 
1 ike t o meet her so I went to fi nd her but could~ 1 t right at that time so he 
said he would tal k with use a ft er this meeting. After the meeting we went into 
the High Council room and I made him acquainted with my wife and he as ked a few 
questions and wanted to know if we were going home or stay in Roc k Springs that 
night. We were staying with Leon and Barbara and he wanted to know where they 
1 ived and their phone number. and sai d he would see us in the morning. We went 
to Barbara's and Mary and Bud were there also . While we were visiting the phone 
rang and it was Brother Ashton. He said Brother Stoddard how are you feel ing7 11 

I said I was feeling fine and then he said. "The Lord has called you to be a 
patriarch, now how do you feel?" It hit me as quite a shock and I told him that 
it was good I was standing close to the wall. He asked me what I thought about 
it and I told him that I had promised the Lord a long time ago that 1 wouldn't 
say no to anything that I was asked to do and that I would do the best 1 could. 
I told him I would 1 ike to tal k it over with my wife and he said he wanted me 
to. "Will any of your family be there?" and I told him that I knew some of them 
would be. He said he would 1 i ke to meet them and have them there when I was 
ordained but not to put them to too much trouble. Myrtle called home and talked 
to Lee. She told them to all be to conference the next morning. There were 
38 there altogether and Brothe r Ashton ordained me a patriarch on the day of 
March, 1973. It was hard to realize that I was being called to onE: of the 
greatest positions in the church and I realized that I would have to try to 
1 ive better than I had ever 1 ived before. I remembered that my good friend 
Grant Foote who had died several years earlier who was a patriarch said to me 
the last time I shook hands with him "Wif, I will prophecy that someday you v1ill 
be a patriarch." As time goes on and the more blessings I give the more I realize 
the importance of ~his great calling and the importance of 1 iving to be worthy 
of it. It is d i ffe'rent than any ca 11 i ng that I have ever had before where I 
could ask someone to do something to help me. In this position the only place 
I can turn is to my Father in Heaven and I know that he is there and if I keep 
myself worthy He wtll direct me and I have come to realize the importance of this. 

Well 1 may have a few more callings in the church but if 1 ive worthy I realize 
this is my great calling and if I am true and faithful I will take it out of this 
wo r 1 d w i t h me • 

,... ·-- --- --......-



ofien wonder if the Lore h~s fo~s:ven ~e rc. some cf ~Y ~ast actio~s b~t 

;"nmv that He has been good to r.,e c.nd blessec me and I h. r.ov.' that I .... ill 
receive that whicH l have earned he:-e . I c:.r getting up in years no· .. :, 77 years 
o~ d nnd in good health and m.Jy live a nur.;~c..r of years yet . i ho;:)(; H~ v1i 11 
l c c; v c m c h c r e a s 1 on g a s I co n L L' c:. u s c f u l s c. r v a r. t u n t o h i m 0 n d h i s c h i i c r c.. 11 

fo1· that is my one great desire.. left in l ifc.. is to give:: r..y 1 if~ to heit:J vthcrs 
and 1 \"¥'ould 1 ife to be with my fa~,ily a:. lone as they cc:r. er.joy r,,c.. . I \lvu1c r.st 
want to be a burden to them but I ~lso leave it up to the good Lord to do as He 
\v i 1 1 • I do know t h a t I h a v c t h (:: 1 o v e an d r c spec t of my fa,";", i 1 y , t h e: y s h o .. 1 i t to 
me and to their mother and wc. have ~l~ays b~cn a very c lose family . 

I never realized in my younger da~s what was in store for me wheG I sre~ older 
a:-~d I wou 1 d 1 ike to pass thi s on to an yone that may re¥fd this. To v:or k out 
your salvation is to forget yoursel~ an~ helt:J others, ~nd to help the purpose 
of o~r Father in Heaven here upon this earth . To help teac~ His children to be 
\\'Orthy to go bac' into His prcsLncc. . This is our great responsibility in this 
1 if._ . I ~1.:.;c through my 1 i fc c;nc 11y labors in the church and study, gained a 
stro:-.s "..csti,;lony of the Gos pel of Ue:sus Ch:--is t. I know that God 1 ives and 1 
knO\'/ tnat Jesus Christ himsel f stc:.:-~ds at th(; :l(;c:Jd of the church and directs it 
thro~gh his prophets . Prop~et Spencer W. Ki~ball stands at the head of this 
church today and I know he is a prophet of the 1 iving God. I know that h~ guides 
us through revelation f rom our Father in Heaver, and if vJe vJi 11 listen to and 1 ive 
his instructions we wil 1 have nothing to worry about in the future, and that we 
sre on the right path to go bac k into the:: presence of oar Father in Heaven. 

c2~ give a great deal of credi t to ~y good wife and fa~ily ~or what good tha~ 
have done here in this 1 ife alons w;th my many friends. l hope that we ca n be 

a family unit in the hereaft er with the sa ~e love and affeciion as we nave had 
here in this 1 ife . l may have a fe · .. re gre ts of my past 1 ife but I arr, very 9rate­
ful for the blessings and patience of ny Fatner in Heave~ to help me s hape ~y 1 ife. 
I ~~very grateful for the wonaerful children that he has blessed our home with. 
I am grateful for all of this and a~ ver y grateful for the good wife that I have 
had to stand by my side and help guide me through it all. 
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