































































































urik C & for

LK. I thanks L aie my lunch

1 tack 1o th ol Lacy muy need it reaxiast,
Tk e guite a gang. . Lne couk was :iLt4ng on orne side of tns
big table and E uck on the othzr i f tobacce in betwsen them., ZEuck
caid, "We have qgit _mokin; Wif, /e @ollars., Are you going in with us 2
I sald no that I didn't have five doilars to put up, but I may lay off with you for a
few days. I went back to the bunk car and rclled my last smoke for the day as I was
going to bed. While I was sitting on my bed smoking, I got tc thinking,'I wonder if
i will gel up in the morning ard h L I : Tl

1ave my smoke or if I will lay o

if this woule be my lust smoke and if it
K _any, and so on', That wuas my last smoOke
L.DeS. Church in « little over fivc years, It wasn't easy t
reek and went home on Saturday night and told my family that
kids looked through my suivcase and couldn't fird aﬂythi

and I wouldn't tell them. I said that it s 't

t was, That night Mel Taylor and hie wife
on one side of the house und he touk @ smok

133 &8Rred ¥
2 no thanks, He said,'Have you quit?' I said,! . That! & g .

G come over to our place the next morning aficr some tools and he said to Myrtls,
if has quit smoking.'! It ¢ awned on her what the surprise was and she sat down and wrote
2 nicest letter I had ever reczived and I just couldn't go hack to smoking after that.
spring I got so I couldn't cal good and cicn't cere arout food., It just didn't tasie

I went to a Doctor and he couldn't find enything wrong with me, I was in pzrfect
l. Tnere was something working on mec anc I have thought many times since the way ny
1as turnsa out ithat mayhe the Lord cjbn't have a greatckal to do with i, becauss

bless;d me with a wondzrf"l wifeé lgnd scmz choice children. I had to lsave ths
T

3

< J
115. We FOp LO g01ng to town on Sunday There was a utorc open in thzm days and
>cula buy what grocerys we needsd and buy our five gallons of bau( wrnich was whnat
cre allotted in them days it would do us a veek and woulc always go o Suncay
L, but I woulc get ou as asc it was over, because I was afraia of
7 knew any%oay Lhat went hurch, Little 010 I realize what iuv was
enjoy Sunday S huo; and j L3 ¢ 10 mz and wanted
lszader over the and founia out that
church. I enj¢ nt way of 1life among c¢i
psople, He gave us a les on ths church., <
very bad, so on Luwaa I o this, but the only one that showsc
up was Willard Stringer and he was a High Priest. I was arouna the side of the builcing
stirring & lurge buckei of paint when Bishop came around and I was leaning over stirring
ine paint., He slapped me on the back and said, "How troad is your shoulders this morning".
I 1old him that tney were just as broad as ever, why «id hes want to know.
He said, "We have got a new job for you. ¥
I said, "What is it?"

He said, "We want you to be the Superintendant of the Sunday School."
T al

I ahout fell in the bucket of paint, Finally I told him that I didn't think that my shoulders

were that broad. He told me that he thought they were, so I told him that I will try and
do the best I cand, He told me that that was all they could ask. When I decicded to go to
church I promised the Lord that if he would forgive me I would never refuse to do anything
I was asked to do in the church and I would devote the rest of my life to his szrvice. I
couldn't say no now. I did it and I had never up to that day in my life enjoysd anything
as much as I dia that. It was really a great experience to me and I worrked with some of ths
finest people that I had ever met. We were just like one large family working together.

We wenu around to the different homes once a month and had our Faculty meetings and we real
cnjoyed the companionship of one another, I had two good councilers and a good secretary.
had Jesse Graham and Llcyd Wall for councilores and they were both great guys and a lot of
1p and Selma Carpenter was the sescretary. and che was great.

r
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Meanwhile we had had another wonderful daughter torn, Elaine. That made us four girls and
we were a happy family and we loved our children dearly. £laine was horn in February and
we had to come down seven or eight miles from th:z Swanson Pluace to Mountain View to church,
In the winter time I would get,up and do my feeding w..ile the stars w:zre still shining, If
we could get down the road in L truck we would cume that way, but if not we would hitch a t
team on a sleigh and go down as far as Myrtle's Fathers place and go in a car if we coulc
and if we couldn't we would go on with the team. wz nzver missed a Sunday and we wveres lats
once, I didn't realize that a person could chanze and grow somumh in such a snort timz, It
was a change of life for me ard I really enjoyec it. I was stillquite worriec gbout my
life, what would become of me or whether I would ever be accepted and all, becauss of the
way that I had lived. I went to Bishop Tanner and got a reccomend to get & Patriarchal
blessing and went to Lyman to Uncle Jim Lyre, a wonaerful old man, and got my bleszing,
After that I was at ease and didn't worry anymore only I knew that I had to repent and
buckle down to work and was at psace with mysclf and didn't worry anymore,

.'
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| enjoyed the Sunday School imuznsely but beforc this my brother Charley would
comz out once in awhlle to scec us and his wifc Berthe was always efter me to
quit smoking and do something in the church and sazid to Charley "I wish he would

straighten up and do something with his life" and Charley sald: "Ch leave him
alone, he will go ferther in the church yet than eny of the rest of us. Another
time when he cam out Myrtle scid to him ''"do you know your brother hzs quit all
his bad habits?and he said: "'| didn't even know he had any''. He knew more ebout
me recally than | knew myself. | really thought & lot of this man end he had

a great influence on me throughout my 1life, but 1ife went on.

Another thing | would like to mention in my life earlier when we were on the
Swenson place. As i have mentioned before | was quite @ hand to swear. |

bad lived with it so much with Paddy Clyde end others on the range and | used
somz terrible language. | wished many times that | could quit it but would say
things just in & common conversation and never know it. This time we had the
two little girls, Louise wes just e baby and Lois could still stand up in the

truch seat. We were going out ¢f the Swanson place and it was bad roads, mud
anc snow, We got stuclt and | opened my mouth and the truck door about the same
time but Lois beat me to it. Somc of the most terrible language you ever headd
ceme out of that little mouth. She was just repeating me and | knew it. | had
ta'.en whippings in my life but never one lile that. | sneaked around behind
that truck, never pushed harder in jy life and while | was pushing | made up my
mind that nobody would ever hear me swear like that again and from that day to
this | have never taken the name of the Lord in vain. Well | have practically
quit, once in awhile a word might slip out but not very often. It seems that if
you make up your mind to change for the better therc are so many things come into
your life to help you. | think the hardest part of it is to make up your mind
to do it but | had a lot of help with my family. | have always been great to
have a child with mz and | did with my cwn. There were one or two of them with
me all the time, especially Coralie and the boys when they were younger. Nobody
knows how much they helped me to shape my life different because | realized if

I wanted my children to be something | had tc live what | wanted them toc be
because | was their example to follow. ©bBesides | enjoyed thelr companionship.

We went on in the Sunday School and finally | went to Bishop Tanner and got &
recommend to go to the Temple. We had four liftle girls then., We were a real
close happy famlly, we dearly loved our children and we tried our best to make
a heppy tome for them and teach them the right way of 1ife and be companions
with them. Anyway we went to the temple anc had our children sealed to us, It
was & marvelous thing, and we came home end settled down to work in the church.
I was in the Sunday School for nearly five years and dearly lovec the work. Then
I was released and they put me out as a staie missionary., Curtls Bird was my
companion. He was a good companion, we were supposed to put in 16 hours a week
and we never missed and had some good contacts and met a lot of great people.

| enjoyed it very much and thought | would like them to leave me doing this the
rest of my life but it didn't work out that way.

We had a cream station in tc/n and received cream one day a week on Wednesdays.
Myrtle and | had been testing crcam all day and when we got through we stopped

tc get the mall and some groceries. While Myrtle was in the store | went to

the post office end got the mail and there was a large brown envelope addressed
to Bp. Wilford Stoddard. | thought It was a mistake and when Myrtle got in the
car | showed it to her and said Lhey had made a mistake, this should be Bishop
Tanaers. There was one corner of the envelope torn and there was a little slip
of paper that | took out and it said to "All New Bishops''. Then | realized then
what it meant., It came as quite a shock, but the Stake President called me over
to Lyman on Sunday énd broke the news to me gently. | told them they were 2
little slow that | already had the word from the FPresiding Bishops Office. Fres.
Taylor wanted to know how | felt about it and | told him that | thought it was
too big @ job for me and he said well we dont think it is. Again | thought of
the promise that | had made to the Lord and | told them that | would do the best
that | could. | wnat to say now that that was the greatest eight and a half
years of my 1ife, while | was a hishop. | had to get on my knees real often for
help and gulidance and the Lord really blessed me and helped me and | got so close
to the people and really learned to love them. They were some of the greatest
people in the world., | gained a strong testimony and knew that this was Christs
church and that He stood at the head of it and directed it through a prophet. |
listened to many problems from the young and old and they were my problems too.

| saw many a tear shed across that table In the old church office and many of them
were mine. | really loved the work and | lived a different life thenm I=had ever
lived before. | lived a spiritual life and it was very rewarding.
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! had many woncerful experiencos L cenmunity other then with the LDS
reopic and made meny close friends, si r d o in their hcre
was elways one of the first cries thcre ce o} render &ny ass
or scrvice of eny kind. Ve hed many is c LDS people in ©
charcl and | got reel cliose to thesc pecnle and cne enother regerdless
o t church we belonged to, 111 ncver forget onc funerci we had in cu
ch ‘. £ Hobscon boy that wes living with his perents in 3urley, ldeho at
< . - . ', P

heerd of it | celled his aunt

ey were welcome to our chepel or
ring thim here in the Valley

ts for the service in our chepel.
hed the mucic, Amber Devidson

e trestiterien church did the

guin mace errangements for the services and
epel. e sont the s service but Rev., Linegar was
in the ewcl on vecation and Anler Davidson wes in Portland going to school so
che hod to get enothe. minister., A1l she could get was a Methodist minister out
¢f Evanston end when they ceme out for the service she came to me and scid ''Bp.
Stoddard | am airzicd we will haove troublie herc todey and | told her that |
cidn't thinl therc would be and not to worry about. If there were eny worries
¢o icuve that up to me. | asked her wihet the trouble was and she told me that
tho minister wes noew In Evenston end had come from Florida where they were against
ihe formone and he didn't want anything to do with them. She saic "I tcld hime
[ didn't wont hin to come out hore ond sey anything against the Mormons because
cut tacre wihen enything like this heppens cur religicn is laid asicde end we are
1o ' It I her and said that is just the wey we feel and | am
r i rignt. VWhen the minister came, the mortician who wes
introduced him tc me end we visited ¢ few minutes
front and he conducted the services., After we went
wues all over he come to me and saic "Eishop Stoddard

with you and if you ever come to Evansten ccme and

opf
cuch as thct,it gives you a good fecling to see the
< tcgether with the seme feeling of love, It

e ¢e hip g

crought me very close to the pecple in the community other than our members. That
ic cnc thing that | missed most was to ¢o out in our comunity end cffer our
services on occasions like these., Ve had somc good talent et singing and with
music. Myrtle and Viola Stringer sang et meany funerals., Viols told me a short
¢imc ago she hcd cheched back and they had sung et 121 funerals and we had others
as well, Also o good choir and | spole at quite a number of services &lat weren't
LD3S and | really eppreciated the friendship and love of the people.

Well after eight and one half years | was released from being a bishop. Gne
Sunday the Stake Presidency called me in and told me that | was to be released and
they were putting in @ new bishop the next Sunday. | knew it was coming but |

dent think | slept at 21l that night. It rezlly got to me, for eight and one half
yecars | had becn 2 servant to the Lord and to His chlildren as & Zishocp and subject
to call any minute wherever nceded., | loved every minute of it because it was
such & grect calling. | just coulcn't refuse to do anything | was asked to do
becouse that was my calling cnd wes ordained and set apart by @ proghet of the
Ltord under the hands of Harold C. Lee and was given a wonderful blessing. |

think that Is the one thing that makes the position of 2 bishop so grezt is being
¢ scervant of the Lords children end have their love. | realized they were &ll

ne Lords children regardless of their religious beliefs but anyway | wes released
rom this positlon and | guess that was the most lonely day of my iife. | sat

n the back of the chepel the next Sundey and felt like | never had a friend

ft in the world., ©DBut | knew | did, | had many special friends but just to be
released just didn't seem the ¢ame. They put me on the High Council which Is
another great calling., | vislted every ward in the stake, about eleven of them.
Ve went es far a2s Rawllins, yoming to the east and to Pinecale, Wycming on the
north., | ephloyed visiting the pcople and getting acquainted with tnem and learned
to love them very much. !

- e =y ¢+ T

e
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well | carried on in my church work and worked ozt on Jobs &s much as | could to
make ends mzet. Worklng on highway constructicn end spent some time in the forest.

| enjoyed the worlk in the forest because | was back wherel thought 1 really belong ed

up in the mountzins end timber which | deerly loved. We had a bug infestztion in
our forest and they wcre killing our trees. | worked there three or four years,
most of the summer end part of the winter. They finally got rid of the bugs so |
worked on highway construction quite a2 bit.

osriunity to go see him he had gone baclk to Florida.
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Ancther instance, our son Lee wa
house, & lean to up sgain the barn with some boards and said he was going to leave
home end move out by Ihamse!f. He milked hls cwn cow and had him 2 little cream
check each week. He went down tc thes store and bought him somz food., He had his
cwn milk so he went to ‘eeping sc for himself, It was interesting to see how
t wos aoing to worl out, It werked pretty cood for a week or @ little longer but
he invited his little sister futh to eat supper with him one night so che did.
H

s about nine or ten years old and he built him a

.

he discovered where he kept all of his gocdies so when he wasn't arcund che went
in end helpcd herslef so he run c little Jow on focd., One evening he camz in the
hcuse end was sitting there with o hungry loc™ iIn liis eyes. VWe were just sitting
lown to eat a nice supper end he looked like he would enjoy scme food and | szid
“Yell Lee heow about having @ bite to eat, with us''. So he sald "Well | believe |
will, Ruth ate all of my food. So that m;do him feel like he was one of the fami
2g2in so he moved back in with us. Lee helped me quite a lot when he was cbout
ten or eleven years old., | worked for the county gt that tinme and he enioyed going
with me. He would take him @ lunch pail end he would dig in end try to wor! and
thought he was quite @2 man, It was a pleasure to have him along I wes building
fence out on the highway one time and | took him with me, He was big enough to
drive the tractor them. e done quite ¢ lot of work and he gct so he could drive
staples pretty good and was gcod company,

iy

Lee wasn't home much after he cot out of Ligh school. He went to Rexburg for one
scmester then he was called to go on & mission for the church. He was cclled to
o to Brazil. TRe spent threc monins at BYU le;rnnng the Fortugese language then
he went to Brazil., 1t was hard to sez him go so far eway from home but we didn't
worry too much about him in the mission field, Ve “new he was capable of cdoing a

S

g



rcel fine job, which he did. OCne or two of his companicnse tolc re later that
he was making one of the best missionaries in the fielc in that area. After
e wes there for a while he got sick. He got one of those bogs that they get

in South America and he just couldn't get over it. He lost & lot of weight in
& short time and they had to send him home. | kncw he hated to see it happen.
Anyway he jobbed around & little and did what he could and finally decided to
go back to school again, which he did for a short time. The he volunteered
to go into the army. He was about to be drafted anyway. | didn't like to see
nim go into the army. | was quite proud of him and | didn't want the people
of the country to think that we didn't think enough of our country to help to
detend it. It was a terrible ordeal in Viet Nam., It seemec like a losing

le. He spent several mor.hs in Viet Nam and we missed him very much, he

a long way from home. | am sure it was a rough life and that he had many
experiences that weren't too good. He was right in the thick of it in the
jungle for some time and we were quite worried about it, ' It was lonesome
around home without Lee. He was a good boy and | am proud of my family &as a
whole. They are good hands at meeting people and can meke friends anywhere.
I am gratcful for this. | know with my High Council work | could always tale
my wife or one of my children along with me and they could fill in as & speaker
and they do real well with anything they undertake to do.

I didn't mention too much about my first family. Their mother lived in Montana
vor & time and married again anc finally moved back into California where my

boys grew up. Chuck and Dicit served in the army in the second world war and

for a while after. My stepson Bill was an aviotor, Chucl was & para-trouper

and Dick served on Guam, but didn't see any action. Chuclx got married before

he went into the army and had one child. For some reason or another he and his
wife separated and his mother too': the child to raise. His wife wrote to me

for sometime but | havent heard anything of her for years. | often wonder what
became of her, | never did see her. After Chuck got out of the army he remarried
anc¢ had a nice wife and four more fine children. We would go see them quite

often. It was always & pleasure to see them. We would see them all but Bill,
He had been raised by his dad in Arizona and | have only seen him a time or two
since | left Vernal. Anyway life went on and Dick got married and he and Chick

shingled houses for @ living. Chuck was having quite a hard time making a go
of it, his health didn't seem to be so good. He finally got sick and went to
the hospital and they discovered he had cancer. They removed his stomach and
thought .maybe they had it all and he got along pretty good for & few months.

He got sick again and went back to the hospitel and they found that he was still
full of cancer and that he only had a short time to live. The family was there
when the Doctor told him and he told them ''l| got something to show you.'" He
was in the Santa Monica Hospital and he took them out where they had & good

view of the ocean and he said '"'| would like you to all leave this country before
you are where | am' He didn't want to see his children again and he was a great
lover of his family. | know he suffered by not seeing them but it would have
been much harder on him and harder on the children to see him so sick. He

told them to move him to the Veterans Hospital where there wouldn't be any
expense for them. When | got word | went down to see him. | was there about
ten days and would go and see him once or twice a day. It was awful sad for me
because 1 could look back to when he was a little boy and | was really the
person he thought so much of and | was deprived of his companionship most of
his 1ife. He meant so much to me and it really hurt pretty deep. There has
never been a day in my life pas. since that terrible day when | left them that

| haven't thought of them several times a day and | regret not having them closer
so | could see them more often.

Mary's oldest daughter Barbara finally moved up to Wyoming with her husband and
family. It was hard on them to get started but they were finally doing real
good. They had the three children when they came here and were blessed with
five more. Leon had a good business setting up trailer houses and doingymain-
tenance work on them. They were really happy and doing fine and then Barbara
had the sad experience of loosing Leon in a truck accident on the day before
Christmas. It was an awful blow to her and their children but she later, sold
out and bought a home in Fort Bridger. She is now married again to a mah

named Reed Bluemel and they seem really happy. It is good to have her close

bedause she is really one of the family. She and Leoncgoined the church and
became real acitve. Mary and her husband Bud Clark and son Dennis are living

in Reliance, a town a few miles out of Rock Springs.They bought & little store

there. Penny and her husband and family also live in Rock Springs. Mary is
still my daughter and | am sure she always will be. 1 still have the same love
for her and always will. This is my family and | love them all,

P



I thought when | was rcleesed from the High Council tnet my activity in the
church was about to come i¢ &n end. A person at my age had plenty of ycurg
pecple to take over, | was still & home tescher and hope to aiways be.

guess | haven't missed over fove or six months making my visits in thirty-five
years, The Bishop called me in one night and told me they wanted me to be the
High Priest group leader. At that time the adult aaronic priesthood come uncer
this calling and we were having classes for them such as seminars. I got my
on £ob to help me. He was home teaching at the time. Within & short time &

s
mecriber of the bishopric left and they put Bob in the Bishopric. He is cdeing a
fi L there. He gets along well with people and the young people love him
so | am sure he will progress.

Leland after high school went up to Rexburg for one semester then to Brezil
on a mission to Brazil and was doing fine and | learned that he was & very
finc missionary which | knew he would be because he wds & choice boy and could
meet people well., He was there only a short time and got sick and had to come hcme
He went to college again that fall and later enlisted in the army and finally
it to Veit Nam. That was hard on him, he had a rough time of it cver there
| am sure. He hasn't been active in the church since then but | am sure he
11 sometime come bacl and be a good active member and do a lot of good. He
ot of ability and know how with people and he has a fine little wife and
& very choice son who thinks his Dad is great.

n ™M
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We are really proud of our children and proud of our grandchildren. But time
goes on and | am getting older. After @ while the position | had as High Priest
group leader was no longer over the Adult Aaronic group and they were put under
the claders and | didn't have them anymecre, and had enjoyed them very much. In
farch of 1973 | received a letter from the stake president to be & leadership
meeting at stake conference. We had Marvin J. Ashton of the general authorities
with us., | knew his brother Wendall J. guite well, | had gotten acqueaintec with
him while | was in the Sunday School because he was the General Secretary of the
Sunday School board, so | asked about him. He waid he was fine and wanted tc
know how | knew him. He said lets sit down and talk about this and we cid, He
asked me & few questions and he asked if my wife was with me. He said he would
like to meet her so | went to find her but couldn't right at that time so he
said he would talk with use after this meeting. After the meeting we went into
the High Council room and | made him acquainted with my wife and he asked a few
questions and wanted to know if we were going home or stay in Rock Springs that
night. We were staying with Leon and Barbara and he wanted to know where they
lived and their phone number, and said he would see us in the morning. We went
to Barbara's and Mary and Bud were there also., While we were visiting the phone
rang and it was Brother Ashton. He said Brother Stoddard how are you feelingZ"
| said | was feeling fine and then he said. ''The Lord has called you to be a
patriarch, now how do you feel?" It hit me as quite a shock and | told him that
it was good | was standing close to the wall. He asked me what | thought about
it and | told him that | had promised the Lord a long time ago that | wouldn't
say no to anything that | was asked to do and that | would do the best | could,
| told him | would like to talk it over with my wife and he said he wanted me
to. '"Will any of your family be there?" and | told him that | knew some of them
would be. He said he would like to meet them and have them there when | was
ordained but not to put them to too much trouble. Myrtie called home and talked
to Lee. She told them to all be to conference the next morning. There were

38 there altogether and Brother Ashton ordained me a patriarch on the day of
March, 1973. It was hard to realize that | was being called to one of the
greatest positions in the church and | realized that | would have to try to
live better than | had ever lived before. | remembered that my good friend
Grant Foote who had died several years earlier who was a patriarch said to me
the last time | shook hands with him '"Wif, | will prophecy that somedeay you will
be a patriarch." As time goes on and the more blessings | give the more | realize
the importance of this great calling and the importance of living to be worthy
of it. It is different than any calling that | have ever had before where |
could ask someone to do something to help me. In this position the only place

| can turn is to my Father in Heaven and | know that he is there and if | keep
myself worthy He wlll direct me and | have come to realize the importance of this.

Well | may have a few more callings in the church but if | live wothy ] realizg
this is my great calling and if | am true and faithful I will take it out of this

world with me.

P R ) T ——
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o

i oiten wonder if the Lorc hes forgiven me for some of my past actions but
| know that He has been good to me ancd blessec me and | krow that | will
receive that which | have earned here. | am getting up in years now, 77 years
¢ and in good health and may live & number of years yet. | hope He will

a scrvant unto Him and his chilcren

ve me here as long as | can be a useful

c

o
and | would life to be with my family @< long as they can enjoy mec. | would not
a to be a burden to them but | &lso lecave it up to the good Lord tc do as He
i11. 1 do know that | have the love and respect of my family, they show it to
¢ and to their mother and we have always been & very close family.
t was in store for me wher | grew older

that may reﬁd this. To work out

your salvation is to forget yoursel elp others, &nd to help the purpose

I never realized in my younger days wh
| &
and h
of cur Father in Heaven here upon this carth, To help teach His children to be
his
e

e
and would like to pass this on to anyonc

“h

worthy to go bacl into His presence. T is our great responsibility in this
lifec. | have through my life and my labors in the church and study, geined &
strong testimony of the Gospel of Ucsus rist. | know thet God lives and |

know that Jesus Christ himself stands et the head of the church and directs it
through his prophets. Prophet Spcncer W. Kimball stands at the head of this
church today and | know he is a prophet of the living God. | know that he guides
us through revelation from our Father in Heaven and if we will listen to and live
his instructions we will have nothing to worry about in the future, and that we
are on the right path to go back into the presence of oor Father in Heaven.

an give a8 great deal of credit to my good wife and family wor what good that
have done here in this life along with my many friends. | hope that we can be
family unit in the hereafter with the same love and affection as we nave had
e

in this Tife. | may have & few regrets of my past life but | em very grate-

m very grateful for the wonderful! children thet he has blessec our home with.

am grateful for all of this and am very grateful for the cgood wife thet | have
d to stand by my side and help guide me through it all.

for the blessings and patience of ry Fether in Heaver to help me shape my life.
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