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Something to Think About



Originally wanted to gage the prevalence 
of domestic abuse against males living in 
dorms and fraternities at the University of 
Wyoming. 

- Types of abuse encountered

-Knowledge about resources

-Availability of resources

Original Project



Time Constraints

Second hand data

2008 National crime Victimization Survey

Changing Direction



 2008

 Objectives

1) To develop detailed information about the victims and 
consequences of crime.

2) To estimate the numbers and types of crimes not reported 
to the police.

3) To provide uniform measures of selected types of crimes.

4) To permit comparisons over time and types of areas.

National Crime Victimization Survey



 Stratified multi-stage cluster design

 United States Census Bureau

 50,000 sample households

 Randomly Selected

 Sample households divided into 6 rotation groups, with each group 

interviewed every 6 months for 3 years, equating to 7 interviews

 Six panels designed within each of the 6 rotation groups

 Questionnaires were done via face to face, 1st and 5th are done via 

phone, and some were done through computer interviewing.

 After final interview, households leave the panel , and a new 

household is rotated into the sample

 Contains questions used to elicit reports of crimes against the 

household and its members. 

National Crime Victimization Survey



• Originally had developed a survey to asses if  college aged males 
were aware of resources and services for domestic violence 
against men. 

• Time constraints lead to choosing secondhand data that access 
reasons why males fail to report and reasons why they do. 

• We filtered the 324 house holds down to 128:

12-24 years of age, attending school (college or vocational 
school)

Filtered out women so we would be only looking at the males 
responses

• Ran frequencies for reasons not reported and reasons reported for 
college aged men

• Lack of reporting was a major contributing factor to the lack of 
resources available for male victims of abuse

Method



• Data was difficult to analyze

• Major reasons to not report were: 

• ‘minor crime, no loss’ -16.7%

• ‘personal matter’-12.1%

• ‘reported to different official’-6.9%

Data Analysis

• Major reasons to report were: 
• ‘stop this incident’-7.5%
• ‘duty to tell police’-1.1%
• ‘needed help, injured’-0%

• Data seemed vague with definitions of variables



There was no mention of ethical dilemmas in 
our second-hand data which was concerning to 
us because of the subject matter of the survey

-Risk of re-traumatization

-Resources 

Ethical Considerations



 Fifteen Reasons to not report

 Three Reasons to report

 The structure of the study inhibited our 
ability to correlate types of abuse and types 
of offenders with the reasons reported or not 
reported

• The large difference between these two 
outcomes reinforced our understanding of 
males as a population that are 
underrepresented

Findings



 Male discosure

 Society norms

-Obsession with categorizing

 Cycle

-Society norms-Non-reporting-Lack of Research-No resources-Reinforce 
society norms

 An estimated three million men are victims of sexual violence each year 

 A study done by Coker, Davis, Arias, et al., “Found lifetime male 

victimization rates of 10.5 % for experienced verbal abuse and 

jealous/possessiveness. And 6.8% for imposition of power/control, 

compare to rates of 5.2% and 6.9% for women.”

Discussion



 We hope that our efforts will be a step towards a more inclusive 
conceptualization of victimization, so that males will no longer be the 
forgotten victims. 

 Poem: She Left No Bruises By Matthew D. Leichty

What now?
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