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Photography and Literature

• Images, images, images 

• History

– Literature is oldest art to influence culture after painting

– Photography invented in 1840

– Literature rejects photography



1840
• Invention

• Pictures by the Sun by St. 

Leger Landon Carter

• Photography=

Science

• Photography=

Illustrative aid



1851-1860

• Hawthorne and the 

Daguerreotype

• The House of  Seven Gables

– Daguerreotypist protagonist

• The Mable Faun

– Illustrated version



1890-1900

• Alfred Stieglitz: Father of  
Modern Photography

– Photography=art

– Photography=own medium

• Jacob Riis: photography 
should have purpose

– Photography=visual aid for 
motivating action

– How the Other Half  Lives



1905-1908

• James Henry and A.L. 
Coburn

• Frontispieces
– Photography=setting 

the scene

• Inequality between 
collaborative efforts
– Henry more influential

– Literature stronger 
medium



1915
• Theodore Dreiser and the work of  

Stieglitz

• Poverty as subject for art

• Social recognition of  iconic images and 

photographers

– “Steerage”, “Winter on Fifth Avenue”, “City 

of  Ambition”



1929
• Photo-narratives

• New Vision Movement: photography should do, not be, 

something

• Warner Graff

– Here Comes the New Photographer



1937
• Margaret Bourke-White 

and Erskine Caldwell

– You Have Seen Their Faces

• Dorothea Lange and Paul 

Taylor

– Farm Security 

Administration reports

• Photography=art to 

motivate change

• Questions of  style, ethics



1939
• Photography’s 

influence on 

Literature

• John Steinbeck

– The Grapes 
of  Wrath

• Photographs=

surrogates for 

experience



1941

• James Agee and Walker 

Evans

– Let Us Now Praise Famous 
Men

• Attempted collaboration

– Literary, more than visual

– Full circle

• Photographs=visual 

reference



Dominant Medium

• Literature=Dominant medium?

– NO!

• Shared Characteristics

– Tell Stories

– Offer medium for reflection

– Surrogate for experience

• Photography has yet to be accepted fully by all 

circles of  society



Examples of Story Collaborations

• 4 stories

– Words as the story/Photographs as illustrations

– Words as the story/Photographs as subject

– Words as the story/Photographs as parallel story

– Words as illustrations/Photographs as the story



Studies of Stone and Metal



Terms



The Art of Loss



After You Were Gone

April 2009

May 2009

June 2009
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