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ORAL HISTORY
JANET D, TIBBALS
BY SHARON GRANDY
DECEMBER 2, 1985

When were you born and where?

November 5, 1911 in Salt ILake City Utah,

Did your family move here or were they already located
here?

They were already located here,

At the time of your birth you went to Salt Iake?

Yes.

And there wasn't a midwife present?

No there was not. I was born in a hospital.

How did your family get the ranch?

They homesteaded and other people that had homesteads
sold them to my father, so that he had one large piece
of land.

Where did your parents orginally come from?
My father came from Bay City, Michigan, and my mother
came from South Pass City, which is now a ghost town
and a historical site.

Did he move to Wyoming and then meet her?

He came to South Pass to manage a gold mine that was right
near the town, just above it on a hill., The buildings
are still standing. And he came out in the late 1800's,
like 1898, It was for sure before 1900, My mother and
father were married in 1899,

Was there a name to the gold mine?
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The Carrisa,

How much land did your father finally accumulate at
the end?

About 1,900 acres in this place, then we bougt a place
up in the Silver Creek hills later. My motter,brother,
and I didy my father was dead.

There were just you and your brother Jim as the children?
Yes,

What kind of transportation did you have when you were
younger?

First the folks had a buggy and a team. The buggy was
light with a fancy canvas top. They traveled from here
to Pinedale, Newfork, and Boulder in it, Newfork had
a store and it was run by the Bibles, and people went
there to trade instead of in Boulder. I don't think
that there was a store there.

So how much land do you own right now?

About 3,400 acres.

Did you have neighbors that were close when you first
moved here?

Yes, the Hiddals lived right across the roads;the Gilligans
live on the west of me,

Did you have indoor plumbing?

No,

: Where did your water come from?

A dug well,

: How did you take a bath?

In a wash tub, We heated the water on the stove, which

had a resegtvior on the side of it that would hold a lot

of water,
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Was there any violence around here?
There was the sheep raid, which was in the Pinedale paper
not long ago, an account of it. The cattle men decided
that they didn't want the sheep men to bring their sheep
here in the summer and taking them to the mountains.
So they went to the sheep camps and killed some sheep
and a few herders. They blinded one man by the name
of Jo by tying him up. A lake was named after him,
Black Jo Lake, This took place in the early 1900's,
The cattle men killed the sheep mostly at night, because
they were easy to get to., One band of sheep they drove
off of a cliff, The parents were asked to go, but
declined because they didn't have cattle or sheep at
the time,
How did they make the living with just the land?
As soon as they got the land cleated enough they raised
some cattle, Only a few sheep. My uncle was in the sheep
business in Fremont County, and he gave us a few sheep.
Did you attend any churches?
I don't think they had a church in Pinedale at first.
Later they had a community church, people of all faiths
went to it.
Did your family ever attend?

Well, it was quite a ways., It was 25 miles from here.,
They might have went & few times, But you would have
to go and stay over night, to make it to chith in the
morning.
Do you remember riding in the buggy?

No, they had a car by the time I was born. Our trips

to Salt Iake we road the train, because the cars then
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weren't reliable., We often had flat tires.
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What was the weather like?

About like it is now, cold!

Did you ever have any natural disasters?

When I was about 9 years old the mail carrier froze

to death on his way from Pinedale to South Pass,

He got lost in a blizzard and wandered off, He was

about 10 miles from town,

Did you have to go far for medical help?

If the road wasn't blocked and snowy you went to Rock
Springs, At times they had a doctor in Pinedale. A
doctor also came from Daniel 9%% in a while, He was
semi-retired, though.

Do you remember any common diseases?

No, we were so isolated we didn't get many.. The children
hardly ever had hooping cough or the measles,., The Bibles
had something. They think that it was diptheria, but

no one that went to the store ever caught it. The
father, the two boys, and the girl all died.

Where were the social events held?

They had a big hall called the Woodmenls Hall, My folks
would attend the events once and a while, but it was
far.

Were there any special gathers for the holidays?

At Christmas they had a dance. There is a dance hall

at Newfork where the Bibles lived. Dances were often
held there. There are still held there today. It is 5
called Valhalla Hall, which is Swedish or Danish for

the word heaven, When the Bibles died they were buried

close by the hall, My mother threw all the groceries



that she had recently bought from the store, so that we

wouldn't catch the disease,
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Where did you go shopping?

It was quite a custom to go shopping on Sunday in the
buggy. We went shopping at Newfork,

What games did you play as a child?

Since my brother was much younger than I was, I had

to make up most of my own games. Some people Liwved

that lived down at the next ranch would some times

come over and play. But we had dolls and doll furniture,
and would have tea parties. We never played any games
until we got in school, then we played drop the hankerchief,
This is where you dropped the hankerchief behind someone
and that person had to catch you. We also played run
sheepy run, but this took quite a few people. We didn't
play it much here because there weren't very many places
to hide, but when I went to South Pass and got with all
my cousins we played it a lot in the old town,

Were boys and girls suppose to act different?

Yes, more or less, More so than they do now. The girls
played together, and the boys went outdoors and play
games and do things that boys would usually do.

Did your parents expect you to do any special chores
around the house or on the ranch?

Yes, we had to feed our bumb lamb, the cats and dogs.
After we got older we had to go to the garden and bring
in the vegetables. Most all the ranch kids had to do
these kind of chores,

As a child were you ever sick with an illness?

When I was 6 years old we went to Salt Iake and on to



B

California. While we were in Salt Iake I came down with

hooping cough, and had it all winter,
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Did you do anything special for birthdays?

Yes, we had parties. And one of the special foods

to have then was jello. It had just come on the market,

We always celebrated all holidays, on the fourth of

July we always had a community picnic., This picnic

was held up in a neighbors field. It was also held

sometimes at Boulder ILake and Fremont ILake,

Do you remember anything special about Christmas as a

child.

Yes, we use to get a Christmas tree that took up half

of the room, We didn't have electric lights so we had

candles, There were little holders for the candles ~
that fastened onto the bows of the tree. We were allowed
to light the candles only once, because if we messed

with matches we might have caught the place on fire.

On Christmas eve we went straight to bed so that Santa
could come, we never opened one present,

What kind of presents did you get?

About the same as you get now, toys, clothing. The older
people would get clothes, and my mother would get a nice
dish,

What was dating like?

About the same as now, we had dances and we would meet
the boys there,

Do you remember going on any family vacations?

No, we never had really the time.

What did your family do for entertainment?

We would have people come over for dinner on Sunday,



{ A e or we would go to someone else's house. We went on Sunday
because no one worked on Sunday. People don't pay much
attention to Sunday anymore., We also went on picnics and

| my father loved to hunt and fish, Now there is more elk
than there use to be, in fact we didn't have many wild

game at all, but now there is quite a few now. For other

entertainment we went to dances. We had a local band,

who played for most of the dances. They had 5 pieces

5 like the saxaphone,

SG: You were never married, right?

JT: No

SG: Did it ever occur to you?

JT: Oh, once in a while but I was having too much fun.,

! SG: Do you regret having never been married?

| JT: Yes, I don't have many relatives, If I would have been

Married I might have had some children, but maybe they

..,} '
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SG: For employment what was your first job? ’Hﬂsﬂﬁ
A O
JT: I taught at the local school herey” I had grades from 1 to

wouldn't have been any help either!

8., I was about 23 at this time, I didn't have all the
grades either,

j . SG: Where did you receive your education?

JP: T went to the University of Utah.,

SG: When did you quit your job?

E JT: I taught about a half a year then I got a job to deputy

| couwty clerk in Pinedale.

SG: About what age were you when you came to help on the ranch?

JT: About 28

SG: Was politics a part of your life?

: A little bit, my mother was a democrat, so I was, I didn't
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really care for politics.

SG: Did women vote regularly?

JT: Yes,

SG: What was the 1920's like?

JT: I remember people running around trying to hide their
whiskey, because it was said that when officials came
they poured it out and ruined the bottles. People tha
didn't drink kept some whiskey for colds., The biggest
thing to make was a hot toddy. This was made with
whiskey, water, sugar, and lemon,

SG: Did the Depression affect this area?

JT: I should say so, they sold cattle for $20 a head and
sheep for $2. It would have regularly been about $70
a head for cattle and sheep would have been $10 or $12.
THe government bought a lot of the older cattle.Sheep
shearers got 5¢ for shearing a sheep, now it is about

$1.85.

SG: What about WWII?

JT: There wasn't any help. Some ranch boys even went, My
brother was deported because we had a ranch and livestock,

SG: What are your happiest, and sadest times here.

JT: I liked going to the Miller place in the mountains,
The sadest would be when my brother died and mother
died.

SG: What's the biggest changes you'!ve seen over the years,

JT: The farm machinery. No one uses horses, We also have
snowmachines., The hunters have become more numerous,

SG: Do you have any words you would like to leave with your
heirs?

JT: No I don't think so.

SG' Thank Yore
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