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Interview

Fr.TJ: Mr. Cordova where w
e

Jas born in Chami

T

me that 1t was saround 3,000 something, it

T What
D Wel!

Wyomid mg

o owor b

e LUndon

Mong dhimerss the town di ffer from then to now?
Well I think 1t has grown guite abit.

FEJr Where did your father do for oa living
Dy He worked for the Union Pacific.

Dich ywour mother work boo?
Mo, she stayed home raising the family.

T How mary was in youwr Tamily™
i There was at the time 7 kids plus my mobher and father.

FJy Can you describe your house that you lived in?
Dy Real old bhouse. 2 bedrooms, kitohen, and livingroom.

e Did all the kids sleep in the same room?
e Moy, we wse to put somethimes a mattress on the floov. Some
Lhe livingroom, some in the kitohen.

Dig it have plumbing?
Mo, we didn®t bave plumbing. We had to carvy owre water Tyom
it owas a local water pump, we had to carry 1t in buckels.

yioull Mave arn oub oo
¢ had a seperate room it bhe back we used
i bhers for o in the winter time when it

What aboot gid youw have that?

We did have

d

FJy How did you i the winter?
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Well ses o ome like the winters were worst than they are
Moy calse Wi use bo o gedb more snow. I oremembesr ons wintsr the
winter of 48-4% they bad guite & bit of snow. The traffic was
parallysed, T wasn®t hers at the btime but I remsmber reading
abowt in the newspapers and letters from home.

I And where were you at at this bims?
Dy Towas in the military stationed in GHermany.

By What aboot epidemics, do oyow remsmber anything about any

cli sease
Cle I odon®t remember anybody being sick that I can think of.

FJs What did people do when they golb sick, was there a doctor in

.

Yas, there was a couple of doctors in town.

doctors make houss calls back ;
know 11 they did or not wi never had any cause Tor
5 ¥

Lo bhe house.

abiy, did they go bo

at home’

chioh the women
oo diah the
went to the hospitbs

Frave bhem?
Bt I mever did wvisid
ountil I owent into the

Wlvat about Denbi
I oremember they b

any wonr koo

Y My

SErviICEe.

Fede Idnid wouw ever go out and have dinner ov lunoh at oo dioer™
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id oyou go
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=S What kind of game did youw hunt?

Jeaey and rvabbits.

What wers the Z07s like?
s I dontt remember what the
rtt born Bill 13

o oar aoun

Po o were like. T

!

the 207s I wa

FJe Can you ewplain a flappey to me?
f

Gy Whats & flapper?

i

Fed: One of them show givls in the saloons, do yvou remember seelng
¢l ¥ ¥ a

them?
D Moy, Iogue

FIe Dinowouw remember much about the depression?
Gy Moy Todon?t remember the depression at all.

FJs Where did you get youwr food from, was there a grocery

cotoeldd oyow grow your gardensT
D We use o gelb grocervies, Tood
Toocal grocery store around the oormer.

arnd stuff like that Trom a
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FJe Did she do oalotb
G Mot alobt, ot s

W,

Iowas bto young to remember that kind of staff.
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Eovemember, oowh

arg rifles,

them from the
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ouh aof sardine
1ds on them and

mace little btruco
pocbhem. We put o rubber b

macle owy
arcd put o owh

made them run.

what
the Union

vomemb e

Working as &

i fio, mummey

fed: What were the holidays like for you™

b i
T Oh Christmas! I use to love Christmas. I
recelve presents.

wSe Didd o youw have s Christmas btres?
Oy Yes, but I odon?t oremember having lights or anything like
that. We use to decorate with bells.

FJ: Did you string popoorn?
s F‘ ,:|p ol W N b ¥ _\)-" BPAR.

Fr0e Did youw out youwr own brese or o did youw buy one?
e Mo owe wse bo out owr oown bree.

fFrJy Where there parades back then, and what kind of things did
vou ses in the parades?
Dy I ovemember one parade they had, it was the <d4th of July or

there abouts. It was pretty much like you see today.

Fede Do oyouw vemember anybthing about the railrvoad coming theough?
oMo, the rallvoasd was here when I fivst moved here.

Fde Did youw ever rvide the train?
i O oves.

1.

Fede Whiat was that 1ike?
Cy T owse bo love to ride the train. Inm fact I use to take the
s from bere bo Rook Springs just to vide the train back.

FeJe So that was a pretiy big deal™
Ll Mostly, freight trains. (ha, ha)

FiJy How big was the school you attended?

=



R
e

acti

i ngton o Lin
That wvear

Soo they had dfffu:un:

fow bhe ol fTerent
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for the dif

ottt how oma
Mawlbe albout

Diol vouw graduats . o
Moz, T didn®t graduate aut of
: iy bhe military.

fa

ot wWeal
maybe about a mile or

2 il b B d s AL wami i ey Wi . S o e
winter tTimes N gdid il ave to walk”

Faseball I imagine was the most popular.

Did vou play any sports
Well not much to talk about. I played with the kids

tokind of sports were popular when you wers young

foarmesgds

teams, but I was never on & team in school or anybthing 1ike

What did youw do for fun, was there a show houses or
vity center where the kids went for fun?

They had a movie theatve and a roller skabing vink.

Deooyon vemember your firvet givlfriend?
Yes, she was ugly.

What was her name?
I don®t remember.

Doy vemesnber youwr Tirvst kiss?
Plopae .

ie o did you listen to?
courtbry wesbern.

What kind cof mos
Pt of Luw musi o

FHow did o you Tisten o this muasio, g
Moy, mostly vadio- I don?t belisve they had

(JJ}M.

beieTs
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Was there any prejudice back then?
Oh yes definately. Most places wouldrn®t serve blaco

o
st

in recovds or
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yothiing about bthe ol
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Fds Doooyou remember the firs Time you vode
I

abrraat
cdominations or oigd

i ffevent oo

F.le What ; are Yo
I am catholic.
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FJ: Were thers alot of local bo arnch mer

Ce Ok owea, I had s brother in bhe navy.

BEJeDid he come home safely?
Dy Yeas, after 4 years.

What do you remembsr about the unions®
I don’t remember much about the unions.

F2Js Did bobth men and women bel
oy D odmagine they did., I ouse to hear talk

ong to the union

Sl

B.i%,

meetings— things like that. But I don®t know what it

FTe What about politics?

e Do owour wvobe®

EJs I
- I becams of

FJ: What party do you belong
: Demoorate.

FJ: What do you think of the
s I think he?s ok. We have
cites., FHut D o bthink he’s done a good job.
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I guess they were Just as oroocked in them days as they are
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alonat women L politios

muct vight

Mo oo yon Te

I othdink women have Just

od i
e G

s thiimk wetll ever have s wonen president?
o I o think that we Wwill eventuslly someday, 1f
s I%'m all for ik.

o the

Fde What about homeless people, do you vemember therve sver being

STy i
Gy Moy Toden ™t oremsmber any. In

brexing homele

I don®t remember anyh

FrJs When was the vidook builb
e I don’t kEnow- the vidocok

iy o e e ] A
cross 167

Lo ke obher
from ome el o

sicle of bown™
Fotown to bthe other.

Frle Was that the only way to get across bown besides the road?
D Unless you wanted bto go arcund all the way undery the

wrder pass,

EJr What doooyou remembey aboul the
CCe T odon®t remember much about the

time.

for T wasn't here at the

FI: So oyou don’t krnow §f work was havd o come by in the S0%s7
CCE. Nee I don’t.

FJr What was the best memory for you?
Cr I don®t know the best. I couldn®t answer that.

Fde Howe old wers you when youw gobt marrvied?

ey

FeJe Mo many children did you have?

oy &, Obhoyes and 3 ogirls.

15 Lt common back then™

FeJe What about the
L Moy ywour hardly

chi wor o e,

about

I What mi

wiar b foy ™
I work *

Iy And how long odid youw work for T.GE.T



ooyoid bhink of owe countey b

sher o wior s

think 1t%s getting better. The rece
thing better.

ssl o, LoUhink were

coming out o of it. So I othink itfs ge

Doooyouw have a Tavorite magazine o book you like reading?
Flayvhboy twhispers? Sports Illustrated.

Who was youwr favorite movie sbtar and why™
Betty SGrable. I think was my Tavorite, she was
: I Tiked a

)
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there a bank

boolidd peoples do o with the money
s b s oof oy money T

Lo have one bank in Fook
- tler e i
pavydday bo

o Herve you ever btempbed bto do anybhing as & kid that you
rouldn® b
v I odmagine sverybody thinks about things like that. I o

smEmber anybhing.

Fedr What was bthe worst thing that ever happened bto you?

Ce I obhink the worst thing- at the tims I thought it was the
worst thing, bub the worst thing was Joining the military. I

1 omy family and friends. I was young and home sick. Butb
wally T ogot use Lo it and decided to make a carser oub of

HE
evernt

it.

F.de Doooyouw remenber when aloohol was made 11legal™?
Dl Mo

FiJ: Do youw remember when aloohol was made legal?
CC: Mo

Did you sver drink alookhol?

Iowas an alooholic for over 20 years.
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What was the drinking agse then?
I believe it was 1.

member when interstate 80 the d4-lane was built™
the time.

BI: Do you ve
soMoy, T owasn't hers

Fede What can you tell me about the boom in the 70%a?
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Tonomomes Dy
Py haoroh b oome Dy

What was the cost of living 1
= of Tiwing T oimagins was
Ghal much o money, bul things were cheapertoo. It
the same Loday . o

Ehe same at bthat time. It wasn™i
{ sed abowud

ey What w

Groging &

15 g Pl

Did
My

light, you couldn®t hardly

change in your life®
s oread justing from military 1ifTe

What
I think
b ocdivilian 1i fe.

What does the Labor Day parade rvepresent to )
day, that’s the end of the

BT Dooyou have a song o & poem thalt’s special bo oyou?
Gy I like all kinds of country western music, anybhing by FPatsy
Cline.

FBTe Do owou think this area is a good place bto grow up in®
D Yes, I think it is. It7s a beaubiful country, if it wa
for the cold.

Fl: Doooyouw have any words of wisdom for us?
e N

e Dooowish to leasave a message with youwr family™

e Mo~ I don’t believe so.

you like

:

comment oon the fTubtuwrs of youwr communi by
fimimg Lo move bto & warmer olimabe.

EJr Do you think there will be another boom in this area?
i

s Well thaht hard bao

Thant you for youwr bime Me. Cordova.
Ok, youry weloomes.
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