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On May 16, 1940, in Lyman Wyoming, C~aig Jensen was bo~n. 

He was bo~n in his mothe~ 1 s bedroom, delivered by Dr. McDill. He 

is the fifth of six children bo~n to Thorvald and Leah Jensen. 

As a child, like other children, Craig enjoyed playing. He 

pl ayE~d ''hi dE· c:~nc:l ~:;E·:~E~k '' and ht.·? al s~.o pl c:\yed mai·"bl es. Tht.7!y 

generally played marbles from the first through eight grade. The 

game of ma~bles was known as round ring marbles. l~ccorc:l:i. ng to 

c·raif~l, ''Th~:-?Y had rul(~S and r:.-?ve ·r-ybody put so many m<~-t ·rblt2~::; in ar1d 

dl'"E1 V,1 a cil'"Clff e;,·rounq thc:-::rn c:~nd thf~~n you shot fr·om tht.7! lint:-?.'' J..Jhen 

he was 10 years old, he won a marble tournament in Green River, 

Wyomi n~;1 .. His prize was a trip to the amusement parky Lagoon? in 

Salt Lake City? Utah. HE-? <~l~:;o r<·:·?m~:-?mbey·~s playing ''kick th<·:-? c,·:?tn'' " 

a game very similiar to hide and seek .. '''y'ou and e\/t~!r yboc:ly CIOE·s 

and hides and when they find you, they got to run over and jump 

Till everybody is caught, you had a chance to come 

in and if somebody wasn't caught then the last guy would come in 

Craig's description of the game. Many of the games were played 

with brothers, sisters~ and all other neighborhood children. 

Craig also worked while he was growing up. 1-·lt:~ deli VE~r·ed 

papers for the town of Lyman¥ on his bicycle" He remembers that 

when he delivered papers is when they began to put the street 

names up around town. He delivered papers for five years, 

getting up every morning at six o'clock and would either ride his 
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bicycle or walk all over town, usually when the weather was 

twenty degrees below zero. He would deliver anywhere from 60 to 

70 papf:?'r'" ~=· Et day ;• ar·,d 1-NOU 1 d makE?! about t: hi 'r" t y bucks a mor·,t h n II It 

u SE·d to t i:':\ k E~ mt?2 cl .::\mn n f.-? a y· t: h ·r- E?E· hour· s a d Ety to dE? 1 i ver pap t:"!r ~: .• 11 

With the wages that he earned from delivering papers he 

would buy his school clothes and also spend his money at the 

He considered himself self supporting, "I just paid all 

Until Craig was six or seven 9 his family didn't have indoor 

plumbing, so they would have to use an outhouse. For t: ol i <·:at 

paper, they would use a Montgomery Ward catalogh 

one page off to wipe your butt and five pages to set a fire so 

you d i cln' t free:::~ E\ t: o c:lf.-?at 1···, ~.rJh i 1 E~ you u~::.ecl it .. 11 ThE·y did havt:.·:·~ 

water in their house, they just didnrt have sewer until later. 

They used to bath in an old tin tub and they would heat the water 

on the ~:.tovr::?. 11 You bat hf:?.d :in thE~ old t :i. n tub one E· a 1o~Jeek, c-:-?vE~l'"Y 

~3atur·dc::\y nigl·-,t:. 11 

While growing up, Craig attended Lyman Grade School. He 

remembers his first grade school teacher, Katie Blackner, 

remembers reading such books that included Dick and Jane, Spot 

and F'u f f" His school each had individual grades. They' USUE~lJ. y 

started having F'E in the fifth grade. They generally attended 

PE, two or three times a week- ' 1 l--JE~ ~Jf2nt up to thf:::! hi9h school 

gymnasium and we had a physical education class. It t,:t.UGJht: a 

1 itt 1 f.·:~ E1bout bc-tskE?.·t bi:\ll, voll E•ybc-:111" and thin~~~~: .• '1 
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If anybody was ever ill in his family or needed major 

surgery, they would either go to Evanston, Wyoming, or Salt Lake 

City, Utah. Craig remembered having a lot of ear aches, when he 

• •• J,'::\5 youn~~£~·r l' ,:3nd to cu·r£~ th~:·? E?i::tr aches, ''You US(?d to 1 ay on a hot 

water bottlE-?, day!:::. at E:\ tj.mE·. •• Ht:-? also l···,ad his t:on!:::.ill.:; out •-Nhen 

he was in the sixth grade. Measles seemed to be an epidemic when 

he was in school. ''Evc=:~rybody had th£-? mE?asles~ •.~JhE-?nE?VF:)r- anybody 

CE1ught anything thF?Y ·took ir1 to school and £·?\/E)·rybody h~::1d :itu '' 

Holidays were a big event, celebrated in Craigvs family. 

C h r i ~:; t mal.::. •,,J a~:; a •• b i g fa m :i 1 y o c c ,:.1 s; s i o ,. .. , • '' ThE? n :i !J h t b E· f.:::. ·r e 

Christmas, Craig's whole family would decorate the tree. 1--·le u st:-:~cl 

to go around with his church group and sing Christmas carols. 

The whole group would get together and they would ride around 

town on a hay wagon, singing carols, they generally did this a 

week or so before Christmas. 

Birthday's were also celebrated, generally with a party. 

remembers having four or five parties when he was younger. One 

party that stood out in his mind, was when he was in the sixth 

~~rc-:\de. He hc:\c:l invitt:0d r.:\ll his cla~::.l.:.~-matt:-:•s to thE~ p~·:\rty, ''it 

seemed like pocket knives must have been the big thing, because I 

~1ot four o·r five of t:ht:-?ffln" 

There were also holidays that the whole town or community 

c el eb·r at (.;?d n ''WE? cr-::lt.~b·r"ated the:-? fourth of ..July, th(:·?Y cel(·:?brated 

c om m u n i t y • •• T h f:? c E.~ 1 e b 'r" at i on ~:; u ~:; u a 1 1 ':/ i n •: 1 u de d a parr ,'::\dE? , 



barbeque, and a rodeo. 

When Craig was fourteen years old, he recieved his first 

11 1·1 )l f i ·I'" s t c a ·r 'vJ a::;. a 1'3 ~3 E.. Dod g 1!:? , 9 i \l e t ("1 mE· by my b ·r o t h (7? ·r 

Since then he has had a 

numerous amounts of cars and has also been in many car accidents. 

At the age of 15 7 Craig got a job washing dishes in a cafe 

for 75 cents an hour. He worked at the cafe for about three 

weeks, and then the owner of the cafe accused him of running all 

the hot water out, so he wouldn't have to do the pots and pans. 

~·Jhich Cr~'-\ig clt::\irn':::. 1"Jas a ' 1 mist<:-:tkf.7~, <-::\nd s:.ht.-:: accusE:c:l me of it, so I 

quitE·." After that he went to work haying in a hay field, 

1 'throu£;1~l thf.~~ month of f.=lu£1ur:::.t t() St.·:~ptt.·~·mbt::!l'. up in F~~obt.~Y·ts:.on. 11 ThE! 

wages were the best wa9es you could get at the time, and he got 

paid five dollars a day. 

Craig doesn't remember 90ing on many family vacations 

But he does remember going to Randolf, 

Utah to visit his relatives. '
1 It vJa~; u~::.uc:\11 y :i. n July or t:-..ur1ust, 

we would go down there for a week and stay with my aunt (my 

He also remembers listening to the radio a lot while growing 

up .. 11 hl F.• n F! v f:? ir h.::~ d a t c.::.·l (7~ vi '::::. i o 1'"1 u n t :i. 1 a f t e ·r"' I ~~ o t OLt t: o f t h f:? 

He mostly remembered listening to detective pro9rams on 

thE-~· r-:Bdio. 

Ci-- ai £~ fir~-) t vot E·!c:l tn-1h E·:·n h t::· vJa ~==- 2l YE!i:'ll.- ~~- o 1 c:l ~ J. n :!. ·:~6 l . 11 I 

have voted everytime an election has come up and I have always 

Craig very much stands for the Democratic 
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more or less known to be for the working man and the poor 

pE•oplE·. '' HE· fet~ls:. thE~ Dt:?.moc·r-E\ts c:\rf·?.· moi''E• '(€0~::.pon~;.i\/E·:· to the::.• 

•,..,lOY kin Q C 1 E1. ~;:;.~;:; ... He remembers voting for such people as Ed 

Herschler and Teno Roncalio. He doesn't care much for the 

current President of the United States, George Bush. Hf.-? t: J.··~ i ,..., k ~s 

he '' i ~:; C:\ \vi mp, hE~' s:. c\ yt-?s:. sir man. '' He feels Bush is following 

in the footsteps of Ronald Reagan. 

After coming out of the Army for the second time, Craig 

lived with his parents until he met his wife Judy. ''I mF2t hf.-?Y at 

They were married on 

December 18~ 1955. 

my brother's housev with the immediate family on both sides, and 

the Bi sl· .. ,op. '' They were married by the Mormon church. 

AftF!r b€?.in~;~ marriE~d for ,::··.l::.iout a yf~\a·r-, they ''had a set of 

t',,J:i.n boys thi::-1.t di<~d i:tt b:i. ·l"tl-.. :. '' The hospital didn't have the 

facilities to take care of the babies, because they were 

p·r t-.?mat u·r" f?. 

git-J.S',a II 

P1b out: t h ·r· f:?E-? yr::.~a ·r ~s 1 Et ·t F~r v i n 1 '35'3, ''•.JE~ had t '-N :i. n 

Craig qot a steady job at FMCv and he belonged to the United 

1"1i ney· '-:::. Uri i (::tn r. When asked why he joined the union, he responded 

by sayin9r ''It Wi:\S kind ()f tl· .. if:?.• cornmc)r'i ~;Join£! thin~1 at the timE!.'' 

Since then he has always been paYt of an union" 

need~:; a l" f.·?pY €7:-:::;t-;::.nt at i vE·. '1 he has moYe or less always agreed with 

the union policies. When he first joined the union, he remembers 

the dues only being about fouy oY five dollars a month, which he 



considered reasonable. 

The union hall was located in Rock Springs at the time. It 

publ :i shE·::·d a small n<::·?',.J~::.papE·Y thi:~t pr- i ntt:·d '';:;..nytl···,j_ n~~ that •,,.JE\~; 

The union also sponsored recreational activitiesy but 

C ·t i::\ i ~~l n F~ v F:?.,... p E1 .,... t i c i j::J at E? c:l i n i:?. n y o f t: l·1 E· m b t:? c El u ·:::. <·?. 9 '' I 1 i v 0.~ d :i n 

L.ymc-:\n, I cl i dn r t £10 all t ht:~ t.;.J.::1y clo..,..Jn t he.·r f.7! to t hE:m. 11 

Later when Cr-aig became an ir-onwo;rker 1 he joined the 

Ironworker-'s Union. He remembers boycotting, Coors Beer 

Con1pany. 11 Thii2Y •,.;e·r"F: :i.n t:h•:::.· un:i.on i:\t or·,<:·? time ,::-\nd thF~Y d·toppr!d 

out. So in our- union paper they Cthe union Presidents) told us 

ThE? union 

also had other lists of items they were not to buy, because these 

companies were against the union. 

Once when Craig was an ironworker, his whole crew walked out 

on a job. 1
' We •,, . .J ,::;t.l k 1:.~ d o Lt t: '•J hen t h :i n £1 s d i d n ' t f:l o •,,J h ;'::\ t ~"' E? f i ~~ u r E0 d 

was righty we walked off the job and ever-ything 9 and I walked a 

p :i c k E?t: on f:? t: :i. fne for ·:":.1 ~:;h o-r t: t: i mE~. 11 When he walked out, it was 

at Allied Chemical¥ and he was out for three days. 

'.rJhc:tt :it •.,Ji::t~:. l i kf:?, hE~ ·rf2spr:::rnciF.·~·cl l:t':/ Si::tyln£.~~ ' ' You •.,J~"::Il k(:;;;d ar-ound • .. Ji th 

a sign and everybody who talked to youy you told them what was 

happf:?n i ng i:\nd •..Jhy you ~.Ja~. p :i c k<::~t: i ng and you 'vJoul d app ·r- E?c i ate t hE·m 

not goint;;l in i:ind goinf:l acr·o~:;s ':/OUY' p:i.ckt::?t linE:•. '' Du·( i ng thE-? 

picketing, no violence occured, but the police were there. ''Th•::·?Y 

drove up and down the Yoad a couple of times to see what was 

h i::t p p F: r1 i n 9 an d t: h f:? n -1.:: 1-··, E· y 1 f:? f t .. '' The reason they walked out had 

something to do with the elect-ricians. After that the conditions 

E .. 
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wo·rkr inst:Ff:!.::td o·f r::;omf2body F~l~Sf:·? doin9 it .. 11 Overall, Craig feels 

very strongly in the unions. If you c:lidn' t havE~~ union"!::~, 11 t:I···,E~:::.f.:r 

c ompi:"":t.n i e~==· ..... •ou.l d I._,.)()'( k you. t () df.:.:ri::\t h i:"":t.nd 9 i Vf:~· ':/OU nothing n II 

While being an ironworker, Craig worked on such plants as 

the Jim Brid9er Powerhouse during the boom era. DuY i ng thE:? boom 

t j, mE~, hE· f:? ~~.:p 1 c:\ in~~· t: hat , '' E\lE~1" yb(:.cly v.•ar:::. rn~::~ kin 9 monE·y f E~\/E·?·r yb od y 

was going 900 miles an hour. They wanted to work you to death. 

During the boom era, the biggest problem 

heard more about dope and more of these out of staters came in 

,-:.-=t r1 d t: hey b o u f.~ h t t h r:.::: do p f:? a. n d t h at ,.., i t h t h f:? m .. 11 C ·r" i-~'t i g ·:;;a i d he 

never saw it, but he heard about all the different people living 

along the Blacksfork river in their RV's, because there wasn't 

enough housing, so the people had to live in the desert. 

In the future of the country, Craig feels that ''we'd better 

get a better President or something or were going to go down the 

tubE?~::.. People got to be stronger and stand up better than these 

t,Jimps ;:;t.re doing.'' 
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