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William Nephi Wardlaw was born in Windsor, Missouri, an
August Z, 1913, to Ira and Stella May Tryon Wardlaw. For the first
few months of Bill's life, his family lived in Bowen, Missouri, a
coall mining town. The Wardlaws were Welsh and for generations their
men had worked in the mines..

In the spring of 1914, Bill's parents, along with his maternal
and paternal grandparents moved to Wyoming and Montana te take up home=
steading. Ira Wardlaw and his father-in-llaw filed on land around
Sheridan, Wyoming and the elder Mr. Wardlaw choose land outside Decker,
Montanase.

Under the Homestead Act, the homesteaders were required to
build a shelter of some kind withinthe:first year which Ira Wardlaw did.
It wass a one room cabin with dirt floprs and curtains for partitions.
Bill was just a toddler at the time, but he remembers his father telling
him this story: '"As my Dad worked with a hewing axe on the logs for
the cabin, I was sitting on the ground playing with the wood chips. My
Dad happen to look up and saw a rattllesnake slithering directly toward
me. He knew he could not swing at the snake with the axe without hit-
ting me. So he grabbed me by the arm and threw me across the yard. Of
course, I started to howl and my Mother came to the door to see what was
going on. My Dad showed her the snake he had killed."

While thefamily was on the homestead, another son Raymond
was born on April 18, 1916.

Homesteading a section of land or six hundred forty acres

was: a day in and day out:task, Since there was no time for an outside



job, the farm had to be totally self-sufficient. If you did not raise
livestock to sell, there was very little cash on hand,, so in 1917, Ira
Wardlaw let the land revert back to the government. He moved the family
into Kooi, Wyoming, and went back into the only trade he knew, coal
mining.

On June 21, 1918, another son was born, Louis Lester. Little
Louis lived only five months. He, along with many others, was a victim
af the flu epidemic that swept the country that year. Bill remembers
that time: "So many families were affected by the:flu. There were sick
parents with sick children. I was only five years old and I had a little
red wagon that my Father had made for me. The people would ask me to
take my wagon and get groceries for them. They would give me a list
and I would go to the store. The grocer would have me bring my wagon
to the end of the counter and he would fill the order.. I was just a kid,
and I had fun doing this. But my Mother told me, "Bill, you will never
know what a blessing you have been to this town!" I never did catch the
£lu,

Bill was not so fortunate, however, when it came to Rocky
Mountain Spotted Fever, When he was about seven or eight years old, he
was spending the summer at his grandparents homestead outside of Sheridan.
While on his way to get the cows far the evening milking, he stopped at
the: house and asked his grandmother for a drink of water.. When she brought
the water to him, she noticed a tick embedded in his lege. Bill was not
botheredecd by it. When you were out riding in the brush and grass,, you
were bound to pick one up. His grandmother doctored it with turpentine

and tried to pull it out. But, unfortunately, the head remained under



under the skin. In the short time it took to get the cows in, Bill was
sick. His muscles became flaccid and he ached all over. When Bill told
his grandmother how he felt, she jerked up his shirt to find his body
covered with spots.. At that time "tick" fever was usually fatal. His
grandparents were greatly concerned and dispatched one of their sons on
@ ten mile horseback ride to the nearest telephone to inform Bill's
parents., When they arrived,, Bill was unconscious. Ira Wardlaw asked
the doctor what could be done,, and his reply was, "Mr. Wardlaw, there
i no cure. But try giving him orange juice and castor oil, three
times a day.'" Bill was unconscious for fourteen days, but pulled
through. Bill remembers his mother telling him of changing the sheets
and' how yellow they were. It was from all the orange juice he had per-
spired.

Years later when a vaccine for the fever came out, Bill and
his uncles all got innoculations. The uncles complained to the daoctor
about how the injections had made them so sick. The doctor asked Bilk
if he had suffered any side effects. Bill said not a one. The docter
was: surprised and wondered why. Bill explained he had had the fever.
The doctor told him impatilently, '"Get out of here, you are wasting my
time and the medicine." Once a person has the fever and survives, he
has a life time immunitye.

In 1922, Ira Wardlaw and his father-in-law, Neff Tryon, decided
to go tofllltuéis and help the United Mine Workers. Tryon was a charter
member of the union and/ during its organization, had worked closely with
John L. Lewis. The unions were having a tough time getting recogniton

with the companies in Illinois, Kentucky, and @hies. . Tryon and Wardlaw



felt they could lend moral support by walking the picket lines. But

as the year progressed, the strike became nationwide and quite violent.
The men dared not to put their lives in jeopardy because of their fami-
liess and tried to avoid the riots. Due to their affliation with the
union, Wardlaw's and Tryon's names were placed en a bllackl'ist which
kept them from being hired by the coal companies. They all returned

to Wyoming in 1923.

Bill's family then resided in the following Wyoming towns:
Ranchester, 1923; Dines, 1923-25; Rock Springs, 1925-26; and Quealy,
1926-28. 1In 1928, Ira Wardlaw and his brother acquired the Riverside
Mine in Kooi, Wyoming. They fell victims to the Stock Market Crash of
1929. The brothers lost the mine and were ferced into bankruptcye.

That following summer, Bill wokked on the Crow Reservaion
breaking horses. He lived with an Indian family and received board
and room for his wages. He had been hired to break saddle horses for
the children. Bill rellates: My boss wanted the horses to be broken
in such a manner that the children could crawl all over it without the
horse moving. To do so, I had to break the horse's spirit. I swore
I would never do that again. I felt I had destroyed something.'"

After losing the mine, the Wardlaws moved into Sheridan, and
Billi was in his junior year of high school, when his father came to him
and said, "Bill you will have to bring home your books.. The family
needs you to go to work and I got a job for you at the mine.'" For
Bill this was one'of the most disappointing times of his life. Know=-
ing he would probably never finish school, he obeyed his father and went
to work. Bill'e starting wage was one dollar for each two ton car of

coal that he loaded.



During this time, Bill joined the National Guard. He attained
the rank of Private First Claes in Troap B of the 115th Calvary. Every
summer Bill reported for active duty at Pole Mountain Camp. The troops
rode an scouting missions and would go through maneuvers of mock battles
which included calvary charges. The high light of the camp was Governor”g
Day. The troops, riding in formation,, would parade across the field
before the governor, Each time around, they would progressively change
the canter of the horse.. Finally, when they were suppose to be '"smartly"
galloping by, "all hell would break' loosei" Horses would be bucking and
pitching and men would be flying in the air or wallowing in the duste.
Billt reflects, "It was kind of embarrassing, but the Governor seemed to
enjoy it.* Bill served in the regular National Guard for three years
and the reserve for eight years.

The year 1932 brought the Wardlaws back to Rock Springse.
Finding employment was difficult and Ira Wardlaw went to the superin-
tendent of the Quealy mine, Glenn Knox, and inquired if any positions
were available. He was told nothing would be open for at léaat a month..
Mr. Wardlaw asked if any housing was available. He was told it would
be possible for the family to move into a house in camp. The family
utilized powder boxes and kegs for furniture and slept on the floor.
Mealis consisted of macaroni and canned tomatoes. Bill recalls that the
neighbor women brought in dishes of food. When they were able, the
Wardlaws reciprocated in kind.

Bill and his father got jobs helping to replace the power
line poles between Sweetwater (Quealy) and the central power statione.

One day, as they were working, a pole rolled, and in doing so, the live



wires: caught Billi en the back of his head. He was wearing a cowboy hat
with a buckle on it and the voltage went into his body at the base of
his skulll., Within seconds, his hair was burnt to a crisp and when his
Dad got to him, Bill's mouth was turning black.. Mr. Wardlaw managed

to remove the wires off Bill and revive him. When the doctor came to
check him over, Bill told him he had a terrific headache and asked for
some aspirin. The doctor brusquely told him, '"You are going to be all
right. You do not need aspirin, in fact, do not ever take it." Bill
continued, "I have followed the doctor’ advice and do not take aspirin.
But since that accident I have:rnever had a headache."

After Bill recovered from this "shock" he went to work in the
mines and continued to work in that industry for the next forty five years.
Bill loved his worke. He says;, "I always preferred working underground
and to be out of the weather. Underground mining is no more dangerous
than walking across the street. You must always use caution.'" Bill
eagerly learned all he could about mining and and mine safety. He re-
ceived his first aid certificate from the!Bureauuof: Mines when he was
fifteen, and cantinued,to study mine safety procedures until his re-
tirement. Bill was alwéys a member of the United Mine Workers Union
and feels theéerorganizafion:definitely helped. the miners:afnd theirifamiliese.

In 1933, Bill attended a birthday party where he met Irene
Flew.. As he was 'preparing to leave, Irene grabbed his neck scarf and
abscandéd with it. The scarf just happen to be a gift from a young lady
with whom Bill was corresponding. When Bill related the!incident to his
folks, they felt he needed to get it backs. So Billi drove over to Re=

liance and met Irene's family. Irene, with twinkling eyes, asked Bill



the reason for his visit. Bill replied that she knew what had brought
him there and that he needed his scarf. Bill then questioned Irene
for her actions and her reply was, "I thought iit was thecanly way.I
would get to see you again.'

Bill and Irene were married September 30, 1933. Bill has this
to say concerning the courtship and marriage: "I used to hitch a ride or
walk the twelve miles between Sweetwater and Reliancecto/court Ifene |
andreven after I married Her, she still keeps me Hoppin'."

Irene and Bill are a couple who really complement each othere.
Irene is outspoken, excitable, and a worrier. Bill never gets agitated
and takes: each day as it comes. Regardless the situation,, Bill never
gets angry or raises his voice, Bill and Irene have shared fifty one
years together and they still love and adore one another, They have
two sons,. Gene and Ron, who both reside in Californiae.

A few months after the birth of their second son, Romn, Bill
fell i1l with inflammatory rheumatism. His hands swelled so, he was un=-
ablie to makeca fist.. His feet were so misshapened, he could not tie his
boots: and shuffled as he walked. At the mine, the men were astonished
that he even bothered to come to work. The doctors thought the infece
tion his his body was due to infected teeth and they were extracted.. This
breaught no change in his condition, however. He was sent to Lava Hot
Springs, Idaho, for treatment in the mineral poolse. Bill came back with
a terrific tan, but was ill again in two dgys. Finally, his tonsils were
removed and his condition improved dramatically.

If illness did not keep Bill from working in the mines, pro-



longed union strikeg.did. As negotiations failed and the walkout con-
tinued by the union, the miners found it necessary to seek other types
of work, One job Bill remembers particularly, was the Farson-Eden Pro-
ject. Bill helped in clearing hundreds of acres of sagebrush so the
land could be utilized for farming and ranching. Water canals were

dug . to facilitate irrigation. Billl stated that aman could always find
some job if he wanted to work to tide him over during these strikes.

It was a different story in 1955-56, however. At this time
&@ﬂhunn Pacific Railroad decided to convert all its trains frem steam
engines which burned coal, to diesel engines. Since coal was no longer
in demand, the mines were forced to close. This action effected between
six to nine thousand men in the Rock Springs srea. Many families moved.
Bill stayed and worked nine different jobs that summer. He was emplioyed
by the Union Pacific Railroad for one year when hired by FMC, a trona
mine..

At FMC, Bill was in underground mining again. He worked for
ten years there when ill health forced him to the surface and to a desk
job.. He continued there for another eleven years and then retired.

Bi1l, of course did not spend all of his time working. As
most Wyeming-ites, Bill is fond of hunting and fishing. He served on
the board of the Holy Gommunioﬁ Episcopal Church for about twelve years.
For thirteen years he was a scoutmaster with the Boy Scouts. He said
thiss was one of the most rewarding experiences:of his lifei’-

When listening to the tcped'intérview, one will notice at

times: that Bill's voice is choked withe emotion. As he remembered his



family, the hard times they. had, the joys and the heartaches they shared,
Billi realized and expressed the love they had for one another. Looking
back, Bill had this to say of his life, "I have ahd many experiences in
my life time, from childhoed up to retirement, and' I would never, never

take anything in exchange for it.'"



NAME: Zﬂ . Zséﬁ Z;‘éz;ﬂc
PRESENT ADDRESS: /4 20 zg!‘j z"/ 5 @gd,‘w

1.-Present profession or occupation: W Hcntr

2: Occupations followed in the past (give dates):

Place of birth: WM/ Zfe,

4. Date of moving to Wyoming: - /v?-r ’W}’

5.-Full name of parents (give mother's maiden name)MM "7‘ 7

6. Names of brothers and sisters (and to whom married): W M

OS2 E ) ? /
oo -«ff“"w /"MM/ vt | B gﬂ/??/ 0«‘7

- 7. Schools attended (glve tes): //064 -t 9/9- ;f

3. Date of birth: §-2-/32

A9232 ~ -
Tn 2] 4752 M 257 ;/’-"”"’;";,
8. .aces o readence in Wyoming~ (gi¥e dates): : . -"M"u,
o, Lemedl - /ZR3~ 1925 /r:.r JYJW 1226 =1 15
-4&.&,, /',ﬂ,/,(/- —1T42 7 d{ ,,41,@? 7S~ Vokaooy
9. Military ’s:e? (dates, awards, area served, rank, etc y: I IP7p
~/TH2". =/ Cloew
L#" QWW g /15TA ﬁ\? 2 Jae
10. Political offices held (give dates): Wﬂ"t/ ’F
5 il
/\/W

11. Political affiliation: 4Dceef.

12, Reiigious affiliation: wﬁ'?/“" MM"“
13. Marriage (spouse's name, date and place of marriage): ('%‘ﬂ/ et
Movedf Lpb 20 - /943 . sem E-.L,‘ M«\

14. Children (names, dates of birth, grand hlldren etca):

15.-List-of clubs and societies of which you are a member:

W{«&«r Aeiy Coligay



/
Ar \
y BIBLC ?
N / 2

ﬁaﬂ&h m
Qo .
12-32v- Jo X

Al
7/% 2L~ 1" e
7 . 2E895" /.
: o
/:«—»u/ W ey //“)jﬁﬁ/ i3 WW
\’ - b éLd @V\‘hc& )
]/0/1 ijyml y //ﬁ7 D 4
7//4% or4 rA4AsH
Oulle i
ol

Y/
éw 7=-77-« /3
3-
-(& —
'7.
i R - 36k 7// /
J Somo Py KC”""‘
,()4%- %” o
/ . - /9%
Y, K- 2A-357 - |
3-/4- 58 . -

é/‘/’\,lﬂe E > g b
{-o wté/ '
» f_, ; .25 &5
o?-w// —ZOPAd : |
Az, i -
v"—ﬂd;&[ |
fg '( /-l - 58
12T b |
/. - a3 |



	image1427
	image1428
	image1429
	image1430
	image1431
	image1432
	image1433
	image1434
	image1435
	image1436
	image1437
	image1438

