Narration: This

husband ., Cart Elopp who is the

Cks  Linda, when were yvou born?

LE: T was bormn on August 11, 1945
the morning.

Oy Where was that at?

LE: Elizabeth City, North Carol ina
Ok Were you born in & hospits? and
attendance or wars youw boen at homs?

LR D was born dinoan Army hospital .

interviesw is being given to Linda Hlopp

interyiswer .

at

by

approdimately 10:30 a.m. in

did you have anyvoneg in your

My father was in the Armed

Services at the time - he was in the Army. I was bhorn on a
military base in & hospital.

Ckis Was there any trouble with youwr birth?

ks No, none that I recollect.

e Were you the oldest in yvour family?

LE: I was the first born so yes, you might say, I was the
aldest .

Ch: How many siblings followed?



Lkr 1 have a sister who was born in 1948 and in between, I gue
within a 10 year span from the time that I was born, my mother

was pregnant and miscarried about four or five times.

CkK: How many years was youwr father in the Army before he got

outy, and after that, what did he do for & Tiving?

LEes  Dur father was in the Army for about six years and after he
left the Army, he went into the Mavy for perhaps twe or three
more yaars. after he got out of the service, we mnoved to a
small, Tittle mining town in Virginia called Fremont, Virginia
which was in the Appalachian region of Virginie and my father
hecame a coal miner, which he probably did unti!? I was about 11

yvaars old.

0

When your father was in the military, did your mother do any

kind of work?

LE:  No, my mothar was a housewifs. She stayed home and took
care of me and my sister so she didm’t have the opportunity to
work . I really don’t think there were any woman working outside

o

the home in that area that we 1ived In.

Ckr  That probably provided a limited income so what kind of

childhood did yvou have before you went teo Virginia.




LE: With ay Ffather being in service, probably a fairly meager
existence. The military didn't pay very weli. I think my fabher
was making F75-F$100 per month at that time, and mavbe that’s sven

stretching it & bit. When he was a coal miner, he didn’t make

much money S0 wWwe Were a poor familyv.

i

Gk When vour father was in &h

71

= mithary, was he stationed o!ose

to home whers youw cowld get food firom the FPXTD

|

LECE o Whern he was in the Army, we Tived on & base. When he e im

&
i

b

the Navy, wse lTived in ong area and he was away on duty.

Ck i What kind of school did yvou attend when vour father was in

the militaemy™

e

Wall, I didn‘t actually attend any schools while he was in

i

the miltitary. When we moved to Virginia, the very first school
that I attendsd was a pretty small structure because the arsa
that we lived in was very sparssly populated. It was a very
gmall fown — it was a mining town. The kind of school that I
attended, the teacher had three grades in one ol assroom - there
was first, second, and third grade and there were probably a
total of 12 o 14 of us in the classroom,. The tesacher would give
the first grade something to do, then the sscond grade and third

grades something to do. SBhe was constantly back and forth with




ach particular grads. There warsn 't vary many kids goinmg to

that school - mavbhe at the most, sbout &0.

i
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his town in this coal mining area, what was that lTike. Dig
it have paveaed streests? Did yvou have a car? Did your mother

drive vou anyvwhesre?

Ly Yes, we did have a car. The arsa that we lived in was a
little suburb of the coal mining town. No, I don’t think thev
had paved strests. We did have a car and my father taught my

mother how to drive, at great risk - 1t was pretity exciting when

4+

nean

she was learning how to drive because we had a lot o

MiEBEs .

Ck: Was there any foreigners in that town?

LE: No, there were no foreisners. It was basically white -
Hemembaring I came from the south. I cannot recall anv
foreigners. Evéryane couwld speak the same |anguags. There were
very few blacks. I dont remember that there were any

Forel grers .

H

Ck: Was there any violencs in the town with unieons? Was thers

i

anything like that or was everything most of the time pretty

paacetul 7



LE:  Fretty peaceful, I think. I don’t recall any unions. Thaers
was a convict camp about two mites down the river from where we
Vived and I do recall “"accidents" happening there gquite a bit.
For the most part, the camp comsisted of black men. I can
remambar my father mentioning that mavbe there were a few white
men there. UOne time these prisoners were playing some kind of

ballgame and one of the prisoners slipped and 211 in the river

®

They didn’t go to a lot of troublie to look for his body because
he was & black man. I711 tel your more about the prejudices

ismaue Tater,

Ck: Did vou attend church reauwlarly and what dernominations wera

5

there?

g Ol yes, I attendesd chuech guite regularly becauss my mother
ariel father made me atternd church. Dhurch as the big social part
of owr sxistencs. Feople attended church on Sunday, somstimes
all day, Bunday svenings, Wednessday eveninegs. It was called
Freawill Baptist Church. It was a Fundamental ist types of church.
Women were not supposed to cut theilr hair, wear Jewelry, make-up.
Vary vary basic fype of raeligion. Lots of praying, footwashing,
speaking in tonguess., We would interact with sther churches maybe
ance a month and have, what we wused to refer to as, dinner on Lhe
ground . EBEvervbody would bring Tunches and there would be all day

preaching, a&ll day singing, and it was a real social tims for the
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kids. The adults were very serious - it was a

-

ol

it
i

T oserious part

o

of their Tives. One thing I particwlarly remanbse was funeral s.
Whenever somsone di=d, the body of the deceasesd would be embal med
at tha fumsral home and then would eamnain abt their house until
the time of the funeral . There was & dead body in the hons foe

mavbe two o thres days. [ was vary scared of death and would

dresam about sesing these bodies.

Ck: Was there any trauma in your family while vou were growing
up, either with yvou or your parents or your sister? anything

that might have changed vour ideas toward 1Tife?

LE: Well probably one of the things that was the bilggest trauma
in my family was my being so 111 as a child. When I was born, I
didn’t have a bridge in my nose and, at the time, it was a
rarity. I forget the medical terminology for it, but they didn’t
real 1y sxpect me to live so I had numergus operations, had my

head shaved, I was in the hospital a lot and this was all priar

1

to the age of six. [ was in and out of hospitals a Tot. My

i

parernts received a lot of publicity, donations were takan, pesople

gave to funds to help with the hospitalzation, and fortunately,

since my father was in the miltary at the time, they paid for &

lot of it, but there were still a lot of medical sxperses that

o

they had to take care of themselves. I guess yvou might say that

was one of the most traumatic things that happensd in my fami
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CH: o vou recall the different hospitals you were in?

LE: Well, I do remember being in the hospital a Tot - it aimos
sepmed Tikse a regular part of my life. I remembsr a hospital in
lL.ebanon and Abingdon, Virginia, the University of Virginia
Hospital , and I also reossber bDeing in the Walter Resd Army
Hospital in Washington, L.C. That was probably one of the best

times that I had in the hospital - they treatsd me in such a

special way. I didn’t realize the reason that I was being

L
o
i

treated so special was bhecause they thought I was going to

maike it harder on

e
o
-
rt

How did vour family take this™ I

2.

yvour family?

LiEs Yes it did. Especially when my sister came along and my
father tried to get a 1ot of Teave from the military and

somet imaes that was pretty difficult to doy, but my mother recalls
staying by my bedside almost constantly. It was very draining on

tham emotionally — it was a prstty bad tima.

Ck:  What nationality was your father and mother and what

generation werse they in this country?

ks I think they were third generation. My mother was part

Indian a&nd Irish.

Tk What type of Indian®




*
LEy Cherokese and my father was German.

Cki: What family ties did they have with their parents or

-

grandparenta? Did they ever help with some of yvour illness and

financia! problems?

LEr My mother’s and father’s parents?

Ckg Tes .

Lz No, they were very poor. My mother and fathesr both came
from a very large family. I think there was 14 in my father’s
family and 12 in my mother’'s family. They came from very |args
families Lthalt were wvery poos so 14 was really gulte the reverse,
It was probably that my mothese and father could afford to take
care of their parents rather than getting financial suppoart from

their famil ies.

~

CHe: Here there any Indians in that area

LE: Not that T recall.

Cke  Did vour father belong to & Union?

ke I think he belonged to the AFL-CIG. I remember him talking

about John L. Lewis & Tot. I remember seeing pictures of him

i

I was qgquite impressed by his bushy sysbrows.




Dy What was sen educatb

Bt

o Tike in fthose dave? hat books were
considered somathing that vou wouwld read in schoo? to give you

morE Losas

i

bout relations with the opposite sen™

LiEs  Well at that age, angd when I was living in Vieginia, and I

Tived there up until I was in the fourth arade, any kind of sex

education was unheard of. You dign’t discuss things like that.

Ck:  Were vou ever Tectured by vour parents on the birds and the

LE s hNever.

Ck: What did you do to seek information in vour puberty stage to

Tearn more about sew?

LEr When I was in my puberty stage, I was living in another part
of Virginia at the time and we read books that would show

axn education,

i

diagrams. In health class, we touchsad a bit on

but never about pregnancy, birth control.

Ck: What were you expected to do around your house in your

youngse years?

Lk When we moved to Hampton, Virginia...

DEr How old were you when you moved to Hampton?
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LEs Ok, T was about ten. My father started working as a

mechanic at that time and my mother started working as a

bookkesper and so my sister and [ were supected, when we came

home from school , to do all the chores around the house. My

sister and I Titerally kept the household going. We did washing,

ironing, cooking, cleaning, evervthing that was to be done around

i

the house.

Cke: What forms of discipline were used i+ you didn’t do what wvou

were asked to do?

s

LE: My father once or twice might have slapped me. [ can barely
recall his disciplining me becawse 1t hurt him to have to
discipiing me#. I got talks from my fathesr - he would talk to me
and tell me how much I had hwet him o and that I really showldnt
do things 1ike that — i+ I had dons somsthing that was
dispieasing to him. I had so much cespect for him and loved him
s0 much that was more than enough to take cars of any punishment

that I needed. UOn the other hand, my mother was a very stern

disciplinarian. 5She would probably beat me within an inch of my

T

e had a

]
]

1ife,. Todey that might be considered child abuse.

o

she would stap me or make me 3o out and cut a

L

varey bad tempsr an

E

switch From off the tres and she would beat me with that around

the legs or the lower part of my body.




Chkr How old were you when you started dating? What restrictions

wara placed on you when vou started dating?

LE: Well, I was going steady at the age of 12, but going steady

meant that the guy could come to my house and sit there under my

i8]

father’'s supervision and watch TV. He could spend the evenin
with wus — mavbe four or five houwrs - and then I could walk Rim to
.

the door and kiss him goodndiaht. was not alliowed to go out in

£

po

< until I was 146, and thsn

i

a car with a mamber of the opnosite

when I went out, I couldnt go oot without double dating with

another couplsa. My father was very stericth and he didnt want me

-
T

to get into any kind of trouble so he kept a pretty watchiu! eye

a
]
bt
= |
ey

over me most of the time. Tt was guite awhile bhefore I ha

nd started dating.

i

bind of social 1ife 3

Ckr When you wers voung, and in yvour ftsen-age vears, did you so

harce bo see any famous people?

a1
i

to any bands or did vouw have ¢

LEs Mo, not really. I Just went to sock hops every Friday night
ar any chance that we couwld, but I don't ever recal!l sesing any

famous psopla?

Gk Did vou dreink and party a 1ot during vour tsen—-age years?
LE: Mavbe about the time I was 17 - I started making up for lost

&
ix

time so avery chance I got, I was partying and having a gn

time .

I




e What did vou and your fFamily do for recresation in tha home
or were thers any special places that yvou and your family Tiked

to go?

LEs  We Tived on the Chesapesake Bay and we ussad to go to the
beach & Tot. For family type of sntertainment, we'd go to the
beach or take a wvacabtion togesither, My family liked to play cards
a lot. We would play monopoly and I particularly snjoyved working

Jigsaw puzeles.

Ok When did vou meet your first spouse”

Le When I was 23, I moved to Washineton, 0. C. and was working
t the Wax Museum part time. I was working for & faw firm - it
was a very interesting Jjob by the way — and the lawyver was a
Tawyer for the Food and Drug Administration. I didn't really
have any social life right away so I decided to get a part-tims
Jjab and make some extra money. While I was working there
part-time, therse was a guy who was working as a security guard
and I was working as & cashisr. The security guard became my

first husband.

Cks How Tong did you go with him before you got married?

LE:  About six months. We Tived together about thres of those

siy months.

| &
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CEr o THd yvou have a wedding or were you married by a Jdustice of

the pesoe’

LE: A justice of the pepace. We went to Maryland, Upper Marlboro

County, Marviand, to get married.

Ck: What were the restrictions on marriage then? Did yvou have
to have a biood test or were you advised on family planning by

anvorns up thaere?

LE: We dicdn’t have to have a bhlood test. A1 we had to do was

il

swear that we had never been married before, show some

identification, and we were married by a Justice of the peace.

Ck: Did vouw have any children by your first marriage?

Lk: No, I didn‘t,

Ck: What did your husband do for a living?

LKz My husband was in the Army - a recruiter for the ArmY »

7}

Dig you continue to work after you got marvied?

LE: Yez, I continued to work. I had worked for the Tawyear for
some time and then I worked for an insurance agency. hen we
moved . He was transferred to Chicago. I got a Jjob thers as a

clerk in an insurance agency.




Ok How did yvour first marriage last?

LE:  Approximately three years, We started having difficulties
in the second vear of our marriags and he started working
part-time to supplement his income. He was wanting fto get out of
the Army. He did get out and cowldn’t seem to make an adiustment
to lidfe on the outside so0 he decided to become a career soldier.
He worked part-time in Chicaego in addition to his recruiting

duties with the Army.

B
rt

Cke: Was thsre anvithing that you and yowr husband did special

that TimeT Did vou belong to any oiube?

LEs  No, it was a rather dull marriage. We didn’t do much of

anything socially.

Ck: Boing back a little bit, what was the first Jjob that you

aver held?

L The first job I held was as a clerk in & deyoieaning stores,

i{

I hagd that sdob o about three months.

Ck:  What wers the working cornditions on that Jjob?

Lk

]
12

Himk the pay was about #2.45 per hour and the working
conditions were pretty gsood. 1 Jjust seemsd to work a lob and
didn’t make much money. That Job was not what I wanted to do for

the rest of my Tite.



.
Ck:  How many hours a week did yvou work?
LE:  Around 30-40.

Ck: Did you have holidays off and paid vacations?

—
H
-
s

I wasn’t there Tong encugh to get & paid vacation. I did
have holidays off - mostly Jewish holidavs, because the owner of

the store was Jewish.

Cke  What was the next Jjob that vou had after that?

et

Ly One of my girlfriends that I had gone to high schoocl and

col lege with, her dad was a lawysr, & corporate attorney, so whan

weEls

iy

I dropped out of college, he gave me & Job for about 45
as a legal secretary. I workaed for him for about two vears.

That was an exciting Job. He used to go to Euwrope during the
gummer and I was the only one in the office. Since I lToved aoing
to the beach, I would call the answering service, have them pick

T

up all the calls, and I would spend the day sunning and

]

ring on the beach.

—

Ti

oci

]
3]

Ck.:  What happensd after that job?

LEes Well, I decided ] wanted to live in the big city. I was
tired of Virginia. I decided to strike out on my own and go to

1

Washington, D.C. That‘s when I moved to Washington, D.C.

/5
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CEar  That’'s where you met yvour husband?

Lk Right.

Ck: After you moved to Chicago and got a divorce from your

hushand, what was 1ife | ikg after that?

LE: Ferhaps I’d better back up a little to answer that question.
In 1970 my firset husband., who was working at a hotel, had met
somsone therse by the name of Carl Hlopp and my First husband and
I had never done anything 1ike go to the racetrack or exciting
things like that so this friend that he met, who was a doorman at
the hotel on LaBalle Bireet, became a friend of ours and we went
to the track whers he showsd us how to gamble amd do o soms Fun
things thaet we had never cone betore. My first impressions of
this Ffriend, Carl , were prebtty negative. Carl ssemed like a raal
macho individual to me and I wasn’'t used to anyone |ike that. He
had his hair slickad bhack and he wore short-slesved t-shirts with
Mis cigarettes rolled up in the sliesves. That Just totally
tuwrned me off. I thought this guy had a real macho image, but
the more I got to koow him the more I got to like. I thought I
wouldg lTike o have a relationship with him. After my divorce,
Carl and I stertsed seeing each obthsr and 1t wasn’t long ather
that, that we started living together. That was bachk in 1771.
The first date that we sver had wes Washington's birthday and

we've hesn togethsr ever Sincos.




Ck: dWhat led you to come to Rock Bprings, when did you come to

Rock Springs, and what Ted up to vour coming to Rock Springs?

W It will take & little bit of time to tell this teo you, but
at the time I was working in Chicago for a man who had properties

in Aspen, Colorado. T worked for him for about three yvears and
told him that I wanted to take a vagation out to Aspen. Carl and

I took a vacation out to Aspen armd lToved it out West! We decided

o

that we wanted to Tive oult West., When we got back to Chicaao, I

i
iHi

told my boss that I would work for about another =iy months, but

thaen we wanted to move Lo Sspen. I asked for his helg in finding
& Job out there. He did help me and T got a Job in Aspen as
reservatlions manager. Carl got & Job working for the Fithi

County Road Department. We Tived there from June of ‘76 through

February of '77. We were in Aspen tha yesar that they had no
anow.  They cut back on the hows thet I was working because

reservations were being cut back and since there was no snow,
there wasn’'t much for the road orew to do, Carl wasn’'t working
much ither. One of the interesting things that happensd when wsa
were living in Aspen -~ perhaps it happened a yvear before we moved
there in the spring of 74 - was Clauwdine Longet shot Spider
Sabich. That was a really big thing in the town of Aspen. When
we wera living there the trial was going on and her husbhand, Andy
Williams, was at the trial evervday. According to the newspapsr

accounts, she shot him in ocold=biocod {(Jjealousy was the motive),

17




but because of her celebrity status, she had to spend 30 dave in
the Aspsn Jail. She only spent the week-ends thers and the Jail
cell was fived up for her stay., Needless to say, there was a lot
of resentmant and hate for her there. Spider Sabich had guits a
reputation a&s an expert skier and he was guite a celebrity on the
ski circuit and sveryone in Aspen had a 1ot of respect for him.
The last time we visited Aspen, mavbe five years aso, we found
out she was still living there and was married to the Tawyar who

had defended her.

We oid ses quite a few cslebritiss thers -~ Dene Mackman, Don
Ernotts, Diana Ross, John Denver, Jack Nicholson, and Cher. Aspen
was a nics olace to Tive., Aessthetically, it was a gorgsous
pltace, but we couldn’t afford to live there without Jobs. It was

A veEry sxpensive nlaces to ive,

Carl took off on the road, deciding to do a Tittie exploring to
see where we could move next since we needed to find work and
marn a living so he went to Las Vegaes and came back to get me.

We went to Las Vegas and lived from February theough mid-April in
lLas Vegas. It was very difficult to Ffind work there too. We

cowld only find spot 1aboe.

Orie mnight we happened to be in one of the casinos there and

prings that

1

s

someone tald us about an aobscure lTittle town in Rock

i

was daoing a ot of hiring. Thie was in 1977. We decided thal we
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needad to maks some money and get our Tives togethesr so we made
plans to Teave Las Vegas. We decided since we had 1ived together
for so many years and we loved sach other, why net taks the big
plunge and get married in Las Vegss. We got married on April 14,
1977 and we were married by a justics of the peace in Clarke
County and I think we were married at high noon. We then got on

fum,

the road and headsd for Rock Springs, Wyoming.

We arrived in Gresn River, Wyoming and it was snowing that niaght.

3

We slept in the car becauss thare was no placs to stay. The naxt

morning when we arrived in Rock Springs, we immediately want to

Tt

Job Seevice to see about Jobs. They told us we couldn’f get
Job umless we had a place to §ive.,
We couldn’t find a placs to live bhecauss there weren’t any places

availabls,

place to

£

Sk Obviously vou stayed. What did vou do to find

Tive and what did vou do about Jobhs?

s It was very hard to find a place to live. There was nothing

it have th

L
-

advertised in the newspaper and, of cowss, wse di
mormay Lo buy a home and what we did sge in the papesr was orices
that were astronomically out of sight. There were no rooms Lo
Frent in motels. We lTived out of the 4% Fontiac that we had — 1t

was very bia and roomy -~ for about four days. We had arrived in

town on Friday and we slept in the car out by the Husky on




Interstate BG. On Monday Cardl went back

found a Jjob working for BL

While he was working on the second day -

negause Darl was working pretty hard and

that he should have to siesep in the
]

kad to a woman thare by the rnams

Mer of ows plight. I asked her

Frac ace we ocoultd rent or 1F she knew

anything, She sald no, but she odid know

=

e

4

thare that had & small place to rent

she wouwld ask him about it. We were

| ancugh

7

didn’t have much monsy - hardly

s@surity depos but I did meselt wiith

s e ol

make arrangemants to pay him somsbthing

fime. He said we Tooked Tike honest

MOVE LN . Tk was a threse coom housse

:

sald he would Tet us Tive there until

fim. That was the first place we 1ived

=

lived there for about a year. We were g

thers. We had left a11 of our stufs in

we mesded to get that out and

would mesd a bigeer place fto 1ive,

Fasther and Jack Bunming lived acrpss ths

Rad a mouse for rent -~ BO% Young Avenues

@] ing Donstructian

o1

that had

wirtually
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bedroom house. After a yvear of

we moved to 809 Young Avenus and rented that houze.

The first few months we wers hereg, ]| was collecting

from the Job that I had in Aspen, Colorado and Cael

in the oil field. Thies gal that T had talked to at

]

T

me, since I wasn’'t working, if I waz intesrssted

voluntesr to help someone Tearn Bow to read or help

their BED. I started working as a voluntesr for Rig
the old school district building on B Btreet. About
afttar I voluntesred, the dicsctor of the progeram, Ja
told me there was an openins for a part-time volunte

comrdinator. I applied for the Jjob and got it. It

hours per week, but 1t sventually went to 39 hours p
40 hours pee week , and now 1t ssems 1ike foraever.,
The Right to Read program Tost its federal funding i

thern came under the auspices of the Collsge in 198BZ.

work ing +for the program for 12 years.

CEs During the time that you've hesn hers, have you

il nesses, vou had any sicknessss, and wheres we

attendad for these illnesses or sicknessss?

LEe I don't know if it’'s Rock Bprings, if it’'s the
it sesms as 1if I've besen sick svery vear that ws’'ve

unemp! oyment
was working
OFASE asked
i heing a
them get

nt to Read inm

Twn weshs

)

nE SBhapilero,
i
was only 20

s owesh , Lhen

fad any
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Fack im 7%, 1 had a tuba® pregnancy. Carl and I had besn
wanting to have children for a long time and that definetly

Timited ow chances of having childeren after that. I had surgery

at the hospital herse in Busetwater Tounty.

I had atways heard that the medical profession Teft much to be
desired in this area and I guess I found out when I wesnt in to
the hospital with fthe tubal preghnancy. In‘the firet place, T wes
mis—~diagnosed by De. Harrison who told me I was not pregnant.

After missing several periods angd enduring much pain, ong day the

pain was so gereat that I had to go to the emergency room.  Thay
discoversed that I was three months preghnant and as & resul it of

the mis-diagnosis and my tube buesting, I almost died.

Since that time, I've had various stomach surgeriss and i+ 1 had
to bhe hospitalized, I preferred going to Salt Lake Dity. Ths
medical facilities there seem to be beitter. The medicasl

facilities in this aresa lsaves mush o be desired.
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Ok Were you involved in any extr-curricular achtivid

L T wanted to becoms involwved in the community Dscause we
Tiked it. At First thought it was an ugly town -~ it was culture
shook coming to this are. It was by far guite a switch from
Faspen, Colorado. It was the kind of 5 place that made yol want

ta get involved in community activities. 1 saw an article in the



paper whare they were recrditing pecple to help in the Humans
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hmby, ogot involved in that and have been with the Humarnsg
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to have the shelter out by the Husky
and r. Radosevich would take cares of any of the pets that nesded

i

shots . Feople would come and “dump? animal

rt

1VE

i

there and no

i

us any monay bto take care of them. Other than contributions from
peraons within the community, we had no funds to operate, and

aventual ly we had to shut down the facility that we had cut

e ., IT'm still somewhat invoived in that although there’'s

it
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anothar organization in town that helps animal s.

The bigeest involvement T had was with fthe YWEA., That was from
1978 until 1983, First, I was a member and then I hecams the

secretary for the board of directors and then I served as
prasident of the beoard from 1981-1%83. There was a trensndous
nesd forr women’'s right especially in this area. There were a 1ot
of women whose husbands worked in the oil fields or the mines and
the women bed no outside activities so the YHOA was a ssrvice
that provided ol asses and help for these women ., During oy beem
as board president, we were instrumental in Finding and setting

up the safehouse for hattered womesn.

Ck: How were you able to maintain your Tife in acgordance to the

way other psople were Tiving? Thers wereg peopls living in thse




desert in tents and prices were high. What was your Tifestyle

Tik

i

Wi We had a nice place to live. Car! had a good Job and was

ses a jot of peoplse living in tents

s 8

mak ing esood money. We di
and campers sspecially off Interstate 80 -~ not too many around
town . There were guite a few people Tivimg out by the Husky and
in cars.  Home people lived in make-shift dwellings out in the
desert . Frices were extemsly high. Things werse not convenient
and available as they were in the bhig oity. T owas very
convenlent. A& Tobt of the time, if vou wanted fto get somsthing,
vou had to go to SBalt Lake Tity - and that’s sven true today. IF
vou wanted to make big purchasss, you could purchase things here,
ut vou couwld get whatsver you needed a Tot cheaper in Salt Lake
City so vouw had to weigh whether you wanted to buy 1t here and
pay mare for it or go to Salt Lake City and spend the time,

enaray, gas, etc., and get something for a more reasconable price.

When we passed throwgh Rock Springs the first time in 19746 ~ we
were lTivimg in Aspen, but going to Yellowstone on vacation — we
got off Interstats BO at the OJubtlaw Inn, they wers in the orocesss
of paving Elk BEitreet. I remember looking at the road which was
unpaved going noeth for abouwt three mites and thinking what a

3

dirty, filthy pltace to Tive. It struck me as a "“on
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Sirce that time there have bszen lots of improvements in Rock



Springs. We have now "beautified" the town. It's more Tiveable.
It's & prettisr ftown. One of the big improvements has besn the

family recreation center and the sxpansion of the Dellezse. Ine

of the thinas, if I were to Took at Rock Springs and think of

something that could really be changed in this area to spruce up
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the city, would be to rid the area of all the trail
Thay really are & distraction. They seem to be full of garbage
and T would Tike to sse the City mabke more of an sffort to make

this part of FRock Springs attractive. On the whole, I'm sretty
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satisfied. I Tike Rock Springs. y wE

lisadvantagesd now. I wish thers was mors diversity within the

L

Dounty and the Btate. We may be forced to leave and T would hate

for that to happen because I Tike living here.

G What tvps of friends have yvou met here? Have they

P

nflTuensaed vow 1Tife in any way?
¥ Y ¥

Lits I have a Tot of good friends. What do vou mean by "what

C:  What twvpe of people do vouw enjoy associating with and haow do

their opinions of the town influence you?

Cke  What’'s youwr best memory of Swaetwater County®




LEs I think one of my best memories of Swestwater County would

-

be when Cacl ang T decided to open a business. Carl wanted o

open & taxidermy business and in ow wildest dreams, we had neve
considered anyithing like that. This is one of ths gresat
"American desams’ Lo own YOLE OWn DUSINSs5. I think in & place

Tike fthizs vou have the cpportunity to do things like open a
business. This wouldn’t be sc esasy to do in other places and I

thought when we gpened our business this place was really great

becauze Tiving in Rock Springs zave us the opportunity to do

fe

nat .

G What s the biggest change in the country SINceE you wars

R
WL

L The biggest changs in the counterv?

Ck: Yesh.

LEEs There’'s besn a lot of changess as far as women’s rights —

they have more equal ity, thers’'s more eoual ity of races.  Whern 1

i

grew wn in the south, macism as a way o

b

Tite. I remembsr- going
to the bheach and there was a "white” section of beach, which of
courss was bigger and then a "colored" sesction of heach which was

gmal Ter. In the department stores and public places, thare was a

o
¥

"white" rest

¥

~oom and deinking fountain angd a "ool gred" rasteoom”

and drinking fountain. There was segregation at the Wenlworith
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Store and sven my Riah schoo? , Hampiton High Bochool , oot of

students, we had one token Yocolorsd". I remember my father

zaving ho me that e would eathee ses ne dead than ses me
colored” man. They had Lo it at fthe back of buses, and Hampiton
Irmstitute which was about thress miles from where wes §ived, had
maryy demornshrations for sgual ity.  This was happening feom
19401553, We had a "oolorsd? woman working for s and she was

ot @l Towed o wuse our bathroom and she wasn't al lTowsd o sat

from &y of owe dishes.

¥

As far az I'm concerned fthis has bhesen the biggest changs and
probaibly one of the best, although T fthink we still have & Tong

way to go.

pusstion T would Tikse to asbk vou. What would Tike
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to Tesve to owvouwe grandohildeen o heirs, some words that might

Relp them in thair fubturs.,

-

LEr America s the greatest place to Tive, It's the JTang of
apportunity . We have fresedoms and clabts here that othsee
countries desam of and opportunities that other countries do not
afforgd . Slwayvs hold Americe olosse Do vowe heact and be peowd o

e an Smerioan .

e T want to thank you wveery much, Linda, for this intesviaw.
Tt will be complieted on April J0, 198%. Thank yvou aonce




LE s Thank wouy honsy.
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