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Ruth Jones was born to Isaac and Fanny Berry 

~QI\) Ooi'YISo/1/ 

"ft7. J-1,6 ~r 

on September 

27, 1918 in the Bapt1st Memorial Hospital in Sheridan, Wyom1ng 

during the time of the coal communities. The coal mines were the 

reason for the families residency in Wyoming. Puth'::; father 

Isaac was an exper·ienced mine worker fr·om West Virginia. The 

family lived in a large house in Sheridan, Wyoming. 

ran a boarding house. She gave men that worked in the mines that 

had no famil1es a meal and a place to stay. 

Ruth remembers the move from Sheridan to Rawl1ns v1vidly, 

because her mothers nose burned so badly that the skin feel off. 

Ruth and her younger sister Edith were very young and thought 

that their mothers nose had f~llen off. -he fam~ly move~ to 

Rawlins be~ause Isaac had a job in the local m1ne as the foreman. 

·r·l . ' . J t I ·1e2 ffilnf:1 ~;,upp,.lt~C ·~·'H2 1 OCdJ f L.lf:? 1 because there was n0 

~.Jood t r::;. l:lul' n. The family later moved to West Virginia. Isaac 

worked in the mines and Fanry ran a few d1fferent businesses. 

They lived the te for three years before moving bac~ to Wyoming. 

The Berry's first residency was in Superior. 

when Edith and her saw the town for the first time. It made t ht.~m 

cry for a week because there was nothing there. F:u;; h' '::; f o:\ t hei' 

worked aga1n at the mines, but this was the f1rst time he worked 

f<:::r'( i:;'\ Ul"ll ()n. He was not u~ed tc an eight hour day and a forty 

hour week, w1th two days off. Ruth's father ga1ned a respect for 

onto Ruth's beliefs as well. Before the ur1on Ruth"s father did 

not know what a vacation was. 
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The people of Superior were of many national1ties. Ruth had 

many friends of different cultures and customs. Every one in 

Superior got along like one b1g family. No one was any better 

than anyone else. The kids had to make up their own fun most of 

the time, but there was places for the kids to go. Every 

Saturday night there was a dance, and there was a pool the W.P.A. 

built for the summer months. Roller skating was also very 

popular. Televisions were not being sold at the time, but there 

was radio. The programs have not changed much since that time 

She said that there was probably more according to Ruth. 

politics back then. The town of Superior was unique in that the 

water had to be brought in by truck. There was pluming in the 

homes but there was no sewer so people had to use an outhouse. 

With a population of only three thousand the school was not very 

big, but it did have a football and baseball team. There were 

also clubs and other school sponsored activities such as the Glee 

Club and Pep Club. The school also had a band and a choir. Ruth 

belonged to the Pep Club and she also sang in the choir. 

The Berry family did not have to leave Superior to buy 

groceries because the town had its own stores. The only 

entertainment the town really had was the bars. For something to 

do the Berry family would go to Rock Springs for the day. The 

trip had to last a whole day because it took much longer to get 

to Rock Springs because the cars did not travel that fast. A 

five hundred mile drive would take two to three days. During 

this time Ruth cannot recall the speed limit on the roads. 
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Ruth's first impressions of Roc!~ Springs were not much 

greater than those of Superior. She remembers the railroad being 

the most fascinating thing in town. On Ruth's early visits to 

Rock Springs she remembers that the trees on Ninth Street were 

just saplings. The town had about the same ratio of different 

nationalities. There were a lot of Chinese people and Mormons. 

The town was also very qu1et. There was not much v1olence In the 

thirties. 

In the Fall of 1937 when Ruth was eighteen years old she 

left Superior and her family to move to Denver, Colorado to go 

into nurses training. While Ruth was in nurses training she met 

many friends. One of these friends would change her life. Her 

friends brother Ed Phillips was cute and Ruth took a liking to 

the man. In nurses training it was not allowed by the program to 

be married. To avoid any problems the couple ran away to 

Randolph, Utah to get married on a weekend. Ruth almost missed 

her ten ovclock curfew back at the dormitory. A few months later 

Ed JOined the navy air force. Ruth moved back to Superior with 

her first child Patty when Ed went to fight in World War II. 

They l1ved with her mother while Ruth worked in Doctor Burksell's 

office and at the local drug store there in Superior. 

When Ed came back from the war the family moved to Rock 

Springs and Ed got a job at the sheriffs offi c e. The family 

bought a house on 1040 Lyle street. Ruth had two more children, 

Joan and Eddie. Ed senior would never see his son. Ed was shot 

in the line of duty and killed. Soon after Ruth remarried to a 



man by th~ name cf Bill Jones. 

Bill wcorkPcJ f•.•l" the 1.--Jy•.:•ming ~li~~h~Jay DEpartmr-mt, ~1nci orH:~ de:1y 

ele•,ten months:; L:.d:;f.:?r Bill fell be~~ind a tru:k •n~hile it wc:\s ba.:L(lng 

up and he was ran over and killed. Ruth would never remarry 

again. 

Ruth alon~~~ w1th the~ rt.~st o::of amet-iC<.:i sew new tPo:hno:.olo:•gy 

o::o:::oming in th<::? •..Jay of tel<-::1vi~,1o::on. Although radio was around 

When Ruth's first 

Putf, stdtecl 

there were more politics on televis1on 1f the 1350's. To:• keep 

Ruth has taken part 1n clubs and organizations such as 

The Homemakers Club, American Legion, Eagles, The Eastern Star, 

and she .::dso particlp;;.ited in the P.Td-;. when hel" o:.hildr·en went to 

s;•.: hoo 1 . 

In 1':15~-5 .:dtm- Ed's death F:uth was given a jc•b with the 

police department. Her job was in re~ords. At times Ruth worked 

in di spatd1. Back in the 1950's F:ock Springs had the only radio 

f•:•r mi 1 e<::;. The Rock Springs radio covered Vernal, Utah, Green 

River, and Evanston, Wyom1ng. Every o:.all went through the Rock 

Spr1ngs radio. Everything from weather up dates to criminal 

A.P.D's. Radios for the police departments were finally in all 

Wyoming towns by 1959. Technology has changed Ruth's old job. 

Today everything is now ran by computers. It 1 s <'~ t c•t a 1 1 y 
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different system. There are no more files of paperwork on people 

because of the computer. Ruth worked for the police department 

until 1984, when she retired. 

Since Ruth has been retired she has been busy with many 

different activities. After her father died she has been taking 

care of her 97 year old mother, Fanny Berry. 1::::utl·1 f.lnds tirr'C:' to:) 

She belongs to the Women's Club and 

enJoys going shopping and to luncheons with her friends. F:uth 

h<::\S <;=;i ~,; rfl'arldch:i.l dren. Holidays and special occasions take place 

at Ruth's house on 1040 Lyle Street, the same house she has lived 

in s1nce she and Ed moved tn Rock Springs. 

Since Ruth has lived in Rock Springs she ha~ seen many 

changes take place in the town and in the world. 

Ruth fir~t moved to Rock Sprin~s they grew a qarden. 1'1o·::~t: of Lhf:? 

people who lived around the area that Ruth l~ved did grow a 

The U.P. owned the land where 

their house was built and water was free to the people who lived 

on their land because the U.P. brought the water in. 

places in town around A, By and C Streets the water was 

expensive, so gardens were not very popular in that part of town. 

t'l€~dical ~3E"r·vicE'~~ h<::~VE' also cl·1anoed fr·oal th€7! fir·st years-, in Ro•::k 

Springs. The U.P. hired the best doctors they could. 

doctors worked in the mines. Each doctor had his own m1ne to 

take care of the mine workers 1njuries. With the decl1ne of the 

coal mines the doctors went out on their own to open private 

offices or to work in the hospital. Ruth has l1ved through three 



wars , World War I, World War II , a n d the Viet Nam War. One thing 

Ruth has noticed is that the economic situation in the United 

States goes up and down. Ruth also stated that a war is what 

usually brings the economy back up from a depression. Ruth 

believes that these trends are normal and they will continues as 

long as the human race does. Ruth's advice to her friends and 

family is to save your money and be of good moral character. 
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