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pay check. 

Vicki: What do you think it cost to feed your kids a week? 

Feed your family? 

Geno: Them days , there, hell the biggest part, the kids 

would go work on the farm in Hayden. 

Vicki: So they would all go out? 

Geno: For a years wages lucky you made 2,000 dollars 

for the year. 

Vicki: And what year do you think that was? 

Geno: That was in 1954,55. And then I came back here 

to Wyoming in 56. That's when Larry was born. 

Born in Stansbury. 

Vicki: So when you cmae to Stansbury, was it better 

living? 

Geno: Well yea, it was better the coal camp closed in 57. 

Then I had to look for another job so I went to 

gunQuailey. I worked there about 3 years and I 
went to then I went to Stauffer. So that's when 

I started making good living when I went to Stauffer. 

Vicki: Did you have a hard time getting hired at Stauffer? 

Geno: No I was hired first time. No I didn't have no 

problem there. 

Vicki: And you went down in the mine? 

Geno: Yea. 

Vicki: What did you do when you first got to Stauffer? 

Geno: Well I was working out at Quailey then. Then I 

went to Stauffer, then I went down the mine as a 

blaster, for trona. I was a blaster down 

there. 
Vicki: Did they have the hoists and that then? 

Geno: Oh, they had everything. Yea. 

Vicki: So that was a pretty nice life compared tothe 

coal mines? 

Geno: Oh, that's the big life then. Things start coming 

good that's when I had to borrow money for Dorthy ·s 
to go to college. When she went to business school. 

I borrowed a thousand dollars from the credit union, 

When it was just starting. Then she went to business 
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Bob: 

Geno: 

Bob: 

Geno: 

Bob: 

Geno: 

Bob: 

Geno: 

Geno: 

Bob: 

Geno: 

Bob: 

Geno: 

Bob: 

Geno: 

Bob: 

Geno: 

Bob: 

Geno: 

Bob: 

Geno: 

Bob: 

Geno: 

school. She was staying with Lena then, then 

when she finished school. What year did Dorthy 

get married? 

64 She got out of school. 

64? 

She got out of high school. 

64? No she only went to school a couple of years. 

so it's probably about 60, a 66, 67. 71 When she. 

Yea, somewhere around there 66,67. Took a year to 

get out of school. 

Yea. 

Then she met that meathead. 

Yea. 

Then she got married. Now she's paying the conse­

quences down there. I called mama today. She said 

"her and Michel took her to the hospital to get 

her radiation today. So. 

Urn, I'm tired out there them ditches. 

What's the matter? 

Trying to find them lines we lost. 

Whats lines is that? 

The underground across the streets. 

Can't find it? 

Can't find it. 

What do you have to do? 

I'm going to call Ed Perkins now see if he'll 

reroute it for me. Let me go down some other pockets 

we got back. I bet he will it's just trying to 

convince him which way to go. I'll talk to him 

in a few minutes. 

How did you lose them? 

Didn't extend them long enough. Had Rich Tolar saying 

am I out of the curb am I out . I said yea well 

am I find these way out there. Hell. 

Whose fault there? 

Rich Tolar because he said that's where the curb 

and gutter is. I said, "Am out there?" He said, 

"You're plenty far." 

Make him go look for them. 
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Bob: He don't work for the outfit no more. I told him 

come show us where they are. I waited for him, 

he never did show up. I'm never going to have that 

Wendall back or Harry Kessner. Them guys aren't, they 

cost us nothing but money. 

Geno: Hum, you all done or still taping? 

Vicki: Yea, will Geno when you was in Hayden and you had 

seven kids, you had eleven kids all together. Tell 

me, tell us a little about what it was like? 

Bob: Linda was born in the house. Linda was born in 

the house in Hayden. Who was there with her? Judy 

and Dorthy. 

Geno: Yea. 

Vicki: Were they alone? 

Geno: No no, I was home. 

Bob: You just came home. 

Geno: Carlo and Louise was there at the time. When she 

was born. 

Bob: 

Geno: 

Vicki: 

Geno: 

Vicki: 

Geno: 

Vicki: 

Geno: 

Vicki: 

Bob: 

Vicki: 

Geno: 

Bob: 

Geno: 

Bob: 

Geno: 

They were nervous. 

No doctor there. 

No doctor. Would the doctor come to the house? 

Or did you take her to the hospitali 

No, they had to call the doctor. 

And they come to the house, huh. 

Yea. 

Did they have a midwife or something like that? 

No. 

Just the doctor would come • Huh! 

My dad did it. 

How many kids were born at home? 

Just a just Linda. 

Five of us. 

And Ernie, oh all the rest of them were born at 

home. Yea all of them, Bobby, Eugene, Dorothy, Judy. 

There were doctors there at them camps. 

They come to the house. 
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Vicki: So you just send one of the kids to run to get the 

doctor. 

Geno: Oh, call them up on the telephone. 

Vicki: And then they come to your house. Huh, how long 

would the doctor stay after? 

Geno: Until after the baby was born then that was it. 

Vicki: And then who would take care of the baby? 

Geno: Well either my sister would help or somebody would 

come to help or. 

Bob: When had them siamese twins? 

Vicki: What happened when you had those siamese twins? 

Geno: 

Vicki: 

Geno: 

Vicki: 

Geno: 

Vicki: 

Geno: 

Did you deliver those? 

I wasn't home. 

You wasn't home when that happened. 

My wife was with her grandma then, when she had 

the siamese twens. 

Was she right after Eugene? 

Yea, right after. 

So they were your second born? 

Yea, Yea she was with her grandma when the siamese 

were born. I wasn't even there, I was in Colorado, 

and she was in New Mexico. She wanted to go to 

grandmas, so that's where she was at. 

Vicki: Oh, so Martha was home with her grandma when the 

Geno: 

Vicki: 

Geno: 

Vicki: 

babies were born. 

Yea. 

Oh, so they were born in New Mexico. 

Yea. 

Did she have any idea she was going to have two? 

Geno: No she didn't. No 

Vicki: What about the size of the other families? Did 

everybody have pretty large families? 

Geno: 

Vicki: 

Geno: 

Vicki: 

Geno: 

In them days? 

Un huh. 

Everybody had pretty good size families. 

So would the kids go out and find little odd jobs 

to help out? 

Not until they grew up where they could work. Other 
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wise they didn't go until they were in high school. 

Vicki: urn huh. 

Geno: They were to little any way. 

Vicki: Urn huh, How many pounds of potatoes would it take 

to feed 11 kids? 

Geno: Oh, I don't know. My wife use to bake bread. She'd 

bake bread about two times a week. Then meat and 

potatoes and everything was real cheap at the time. 

Vicki: So was that, you had a lot of spagette too, didn't 

you? 

Geno: Yea, had spaghetti and everything. 

Vicki: You made your own noodles? 

Geno: Yea, Made ~ our own noodles, made our and bread,had 

alot of soup. 

Vicki: So you didn't have no pizzas huh? 

Geno: They didn't have pizza in them days. No pizzas. 

Bob: 

Geno: 

Bob: 

Who's that hun? 

Ernie, said he just got there. 

Already! Tell him take mama and buy me lottery 

ticket for tonight. 18 million. 

Take mama and go buy him a lottery ticket for tonight. 

Geno: Where's he going to ? Home club? Mama's got one. 

I bought her one for 4 weeks. 

Vicki: What about, tell me about when you guys lived at 

Stansbury? 

Geno: 

Vicki: 

Geno: 

Vicki: 

Geno: 

Vicki: 

Geno: 

Vicki: 

Geno: 

Well, when we lived at Stansbury there, Bobby and 

Eugene used to give me all kinds of problems. They 

would fight all the time. 

How old were they then? 

Who's that? 

Bobby and Eugene. 

Oh, 

They must have been teenagers, huh. 

Oh they was young. Hell they was they went to grade 

school there. 

Did they? 

They started well, Eugene started school in well 

Eugene started in Colorado. They all went to school 
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there in Stansbury, grade school Bobby, Judy Dorthy. 

Then Jeanette when she was born. She was born~in 

Stansbury. Not in the hospital here but Jeanette, 

Larry was born in Stansbury, Ernie, Ernie was born 

at home. 

Vicki: Who did, was you at home? 

Geno: No. I was working. But Slim Nielson wife, 

she was a nurse then, she was the one took care 

of her. Then we took her to the hospital. I was 

working at the time. But other wise we they took 

care of each other. 

Bob: Did uyou want to talk to your mom or not? 

Geno: What did she want? Well we'll have to wait the 

tape. What are you doing? I'm making a tape here. 

Our life history. Make a tape for school. O.k. 

hun let you, o.k. Vic we'll continue with our story. 

Vicki: O.K. 

Geno: Where did Larry go? 

Vicki: I think he went out to that land. I don't know 

where , that land! So in Stansbury did they have 

those mine rescue days? 

Geno: Mine rescue, yea. 

Vicki: That was a pretty big thing for the camps, wasn't it? 

Geno: Yea it was. Used to have em every. I was on the 

rescue. Mine safety. They would have a big celebration 

down town here. At the old timers building. 

Vicki: So you guys would come in to Rock Springs. 

Geno: Yea, Rock Springsyea. 

Vicki: Bring all the kids? 

Geno: Well the biggest part though wouldn't. 

Vicki: Didn't they have the kids would come? 

Geno: Unt uh. 

Vicki: They had to stay home huh? 

Geno: Kids would stay home. 

Vicki: Wouldn't they have competions and stuff? 

Geno: No, not competions between all the mines all company 

mines would be Stansbury, Reliance, Winton, Superior, 

and each mine would have a team in there. 
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Vicki: Uh huh. 

Geno: So. 

Vicki: What about urn, was there a lot of people related 

to each other in the camp. Like brothers would 

come? Were the people from all over? 

Geno: 

Vicki: 

Geno: 

Vicki: 

Geno: 

Vicki: 

Geno: 

Vicki: 

Geno: 

Vicki: 

Geno: 

Vicki: 

Geno: 

Vicki: 

Geno: 

Vicki: 

Geno: 

Vicki: 

Geno: 

Vicki: 

Geno: 

Vicki: 

Geno: 

From all over yea. All different nationalities. 

Some from all different states. 

What about a doctor, was there a doctor there? 

Yea, yea, company doctor he'd come to the camp there. 

Did he live right there? 

No he'd come to the camp there. He lived in Rock 

Springs. 

He'd visit the camps, huh? 

He'd visitthe camps. Spend an hour the people 

wanted to go down see him, they wanted a prescription, 

they would give you the pillsthere. Wouldn't 

cost nothing. Cause you'd pay so much to the company 

for a doctor. 

Oh, so that was just taken out of your check? 

Yea. Then you had the doctor there. 

How big was your house in Stansbury? 

It was a four room house. Basement, full basement. 

Judy's house came from there. They were company 

houses there. 

That's where they came from? 

Yea. 

There was a lot of people out at Stansbury, wasn't 

there? 

Well there's about 150 people even more. 

Did everybody have yards? 

oh well some had yards, some didn't. 

But you could grow one? 

You had to put your own house in I mean your 

yard in. 

Did you put your own in? 

No we didn't have on, no. 

Didn't ya? 

No, we did'nt 
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Vicki: So what was there in Stansbury, there was a store? 

Geno: A pool hall, and a 

Bob: post office 

Geno: Post office, soda fountain. Louie Tomasi 

had the bar there. He had a pool hall and bowli~g 

alley. 

Vicki: So Louie lived there? 

Geno: Yea, he ran the bar. 

Vicki: What about Carlo and Louise, did they live out there 

too? 

Geno: Yea, they lived there too, yea. 

Vicki: What about Josephine and Curly? 

Geno: They lived out there. They all lived out there. 

Vicki: Was Josephines and Curly married, well they must 

Geno: 

have been married. 

Yea, they got married in Winton. yea they got 

married in Winton. Yea. 

Vicki: So the train would come right out there and pick 

the coal up? 

Geno: Yea out to stansbury. 

Vicki: Where did the kids go to school1 
Geno: They had a big school grade school in camp there. 

Then when they got to 6th, 7th, grade they go to 

Reliance, bus them to Reliance. That's where they 

had the high school. 

Vicki: So had did they heat your houses? Did you use coal? 

Geno: We had a coal furnace. Yea. 

Vicki: Did ya! 

Geno: Yea. 

Vicki: So you could just get the coal for free, then couldn't 

yea? 

Geno: NO you had to pay for that. There was nothing free. 

Vicki: Nothing free? 

Geno: Oh, but coal was cheap then about three dollars 

a ton. 

Vicki: How long would that last? Would that last quite 
a while? 

Geno: No, all depends on how cold the winters was. Like 

sometime you go through 12 ton of coal. 
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Vicki: Did the winters seem worse then than they do now? 

Geno: Well, a~out the same. Just now there's tough on~s 

here too. 

Vicki: Then after Stansbury, where did you guys go? You 

went to Reliance didn't ya? 

Geno: We moved to Reliance, then I went to work at Gun 

Qualey. Then I worked there three years, then 

I went to stauffer. 

Vicki: So when ~ did your wife go towork? When did she 

Geno: 

Bob: 

start working? 

Oh, my wife started working in the cafe hell. 

55-54 probably. 

Geno: Yea. 

Vicki: Was that when the women started going to work? 

Geno: 

Vicki: 

Geno: 

Vicki: 

Geno: 
Vicki: 

Geno: 

Vicki: 

Geno: 

When she went to work? 

She was working in the cafe. Others were working 

sooner than that. 

Were they? 

Yea, why? She started working 54-55. 

What made her decide to go to work? 

Well things was hard, we had to have extra money. 
You had all those kids at home. 

Yea. 

It took two incomes. 

It took two incomes and then some. If uyou could 

get it. Yea, she worked at the cafe there. She 

was a cook. 

Vicki: Did she work day shift? 

Geno: She used to work graveyard. 

Vicki: She'd work a graveyard. 

Geno: Yea, she work graveyard then get home in the 

morningto take care of the kids and I'd watch them 

at night. 

Bob: aside. 

Vicki: After Reliance Geno, then you went then you worked 

there? 

Geno: I lived ther but I didn't w~~k there. 
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Vicki: You lived there but you worked at Qualey? 

Geno: Then we moved to White Mountain. Then White Moun­

tain 7 years. About 7 years, Bobby? 

Bob: Well I got married in about 1962. I got married 

in 1962 and you already lived there then, no? 

Geno: 

Vicki: 

No, Reliance then. 

So when you was in Reliance was Bobby the first 

one married? 

Geno: No, Eugene. 

Vicki: So you had two married then in Reliance? 

Bab~ ~ Yea, Judy was before me. 

Vicki: So you had three married by then. So you still 

hadwhat? Eight at home? 

Geno: 

Vicki: 

Geno: 

Vicki: 

Geno: 

Bob: 

Geno: 

Yea. 

So you moved to White Mountain. 

White mountain, yea. 

So you worked at Qualey then? 

No,no I was working at Stauffer. 

Tony was born in Stansbury, we brought him home 

Christmas Day. 

He was born in the hospital here. The day before 

Christmas. 

Bob: Yea, The 24th. 

Geno: Yea. 

Bob: Larry was born in White mountain, I think. 

Geno: No, Stansbury, 56, Larry was born in 56. 

Bob: 0.1. Yea you're right. 

Geno: Yea, Larry was born. 

Bob: What year was Tony born bor and Jeanette. 

Geno: Born in Stansbury, well she's born in Rock Springs. 

Bob: Well so was Tammy born out there too daddy. 

Geno: Where Stansbury. 

Bob: Yea. 

Geno: Debbie? 

Vicki: Martha got real sick when Tammy was born, didn't 

she? 

Bob: 

Geno: 

Before then, remember in turner, we used iron our 

own clothes. 

Oh yea. 
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Vicki: How long was she sick for? 

Geno: 

Bob: 

Geno: 

Bob: 

Geno: 

Vicki: 

Geno: 

Well quite some time. Her teeth was bothering her. 

She had down. 

Down. 

She was way down. 

Kids, will I gotta go. 

Where's Larry? 

I don't know where he went. 

to white mountain then you 

Until 1959, when did I buy 

69. bought the house here. 

O.k. so then you moved 

lived there. 

this house? No no 60, - . 

Vicki: So you was working at Stauffer when you bought this 

house? 

Geno: 

Vicki: 

Geno: 

Vicki: 

Geno: 

Vicki: 

Geno: 

Yea, I was working at Stauffer. 

Oh, when you moved in this house, how many kids 

did you still have at home? 

Well, I had all but 3, had 8 had 8. 

You had 8 when you moved in here? 

Gene was married already Bobby, Judy, had 8. 

What about Christmases when your kids were all 

little? 

Well they used to get pretty good Christmas ~ . 

When the kids were little. 

Vicki: Did they? 

Geno: Yea, them days there here in Rock Springs, the 

mines would have a the Union used to give them 

Christmas candy and everything else, toys, they 

had a good Christmas here. 

Vicki: A lot better than yours, when you was little huh? 

Geno: Yea, In them days they did'nt have no Christmas. 

They didn't they would have that one toy and a bag 

of candy, and that was it. 

Vicki: What aobut holidays? Do you remember any other 

holidays that were big? What about Easter and that, 

when you was little? 

Geno: Well Easter we would just have a family get together 

not like now. You would have eggs but you wouldn't 

die them. You would have hard boiled eggs. 

-- .. ... ... ·-- ......,'-' ....... '::.---
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Vicki: Uh huh. 

Geno: But there was no dye then. Thanksgiving was no 

big day then either. 

Vicki: Did you have a turkey then? 

Geno: If you had it but they were. Thanksgiving was 

nothing big. No big celebration like today. 

Vicki: What about 4th of July? 

Geno: 4th of July would be a pretty big day. But the 

holidays not like they are today. 

Vicki: So people are a little more patriotic than they 

Geno: 

are today? They appreciated their freedom a little 

bit more. 

But today they do more celebrating and they make 

it a racket any more. Make it a big racket any 

more. The holiday them days they didn't have no 

mothers day no Fathers day and if you had a birthday, 

you're just a year older, no birthday party either. 

Vicki: So when you was little Geno, did you have any aunts 

or uncles around? 

Geno: No huh. No not at the time. 

Vicki: Did you ever meet your grampa or your grandma? 

Geno: I never did know my grandma and grandpa on neither 

Vicki: 

Geno: 

Vicki: 

Geno: 

Vicki: 

Geno: 

Vicki: 

Geno: 

Vicki: 

Geno: 

side. 

So where were they? Did your parents gt married 

in Italy, or did they get married over. 

No, I think my dad got married in Italy yea. 

And then him and your mom came together. 

He came first and then after my grandma and grampa 

lived here on my mother's side. And they moved 

to New Mexico and never did see em didn't even know 

where they were at. 

So tell me about when you met your grandma and grandpa in. 

I met my aunts. 

In 1980? 

Yea, I met my aunts never did know them until then. 

What lets see, so you never grew up with any 

cousins or relatives. 

I had an uncle, had cousin of mine came from Italy 

in 1949. 



Page 27 

Vicki: Who was that? 

Geno: Veristo. 

Vicki: So did he live in New Mexico too? 

Geno: Yea he lived in New Mexico. 

Vicki: So did you guys grow up together? 

Geno: No, it was 39 when he came. Not 49, 49, 39. 

Vicki: So was that your dads brother or sister. 

Geno: 

Vicki: 

Geno: 

Vicki: 

Geno: 

Vicki: 

Geno: 

Vicki: 

Geno: 

Vicki: 

Geno: 

Vicki: 

Geno: 

Vicki: 

Geno: 

Vicki: 

Geno: 

Vicki: 

Geno: 

No, that's my mothers side. My mother and his mother 

were sisters. 

Urn. 

Same aunts I met in New Mexico. 

I see. 

And then when Ernesta , when she came that's his 

sister. 

Did your dad have any brothers? 

No. he had four sisters. 

He had four sisters. What about yuour mom's family? 

There was a three sisters and one brother. 

When yuou was little do you remeber your dad telling 

you stories? 

No, he wouldn't tell us no stories. 

He wouldn't tell us stories. 

No stories no. 

Did he speak Italian at home all the time? 

All the time, that's all he knew. 

Did he ever learn English? 

Ho, he knew English. 

But he spoke the Italian. 

He spoke Italian and thats all. The 

Language was always Italian there, very little 

English. Until he started getting older then he 

stopped. 

Vicki: So did you learn English when you went to school? 

Geno: Yea, that's the only thing you had to know was English. 

Vicki: Was there a lot of kids speaking all different 

languages, when you guys started school. 

Geno: Yea, there was all foreigners there all different 
nationalities coal camps. There's Italians, Slavs, 
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English. There's all different nationalities. 

Very few colored people there. They had their own 

place to live. Very selden see them. 

Vicki: They didn't have no place to live. 

Geno: No, they a place, yea they had a place. Just for 

the colored people. 

Vicki: Urn huh. 

Geno: But they wouldn't be with white people. 

Vicki: How did you~~ dad find out about coming, how did 
he end up in New Mexico? 

Geno: Well he went to work in the mine there. he came 

here and. 

Vicki: Did he? Who did he hear about it from. 

Geno: Well in them days there. Hell they come to the 

United States. Well I think he had a cousin there 

in New Mexico there he went there. That's how he 

ended up there. Then my grandpa came first, he 

was here. Then my dad came. 

Vicki: Oh! 

Geno: My dad come in 1907. My grandpa worked here for 

awhile, then he went back to Italy. 

Vicki: Oh, he just came and worked for awhile and then 

why your grandpa was here your dad came? 

Geno: My dad came and he stayed here. He never did go 

back to Italy. 

Vicki: He never did go back. So did your dad and your 

Geno: 

grandpa never did see each other after then. 

No, never seen each other after that. That was 

the last time seen each other. Then when I went 

to Italy, I asked a cousin of mine if she had any 

photographs of my grandma and grandpa? She said 

no. In them days they wouldn't take no picture 

so then one day we was there, me and my wife went 

there and she come up and said here, look what I 

got for ya. Here she had a picture of my grandma 

my dad and two of his sisters were in it. He was 

about 8 years old when they took it. I never did 

see one of my grandpa. She said she didn't have 
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any. So then I did know they had a pictur e either 

of mother still don't know if parents they have one 

but I got one of my grandma and grandpa. Then the 

two of my aunts there was my aunt in California there. 

Then I had an aunt on my mothers side. My I don't 

remember her, but I seen the girls small then tho~e 

in a coal camp too. 

Vicki: So you can remember him a little bit? 

Geno: No, I don't remember him just very little. 

But then I never seen any more him after that. 

I didn't know about my relation until 1980 on 

my mother's side. Then Ernesta in Italy there she 

carne cause her brother was living in Walsenburg then. 

That's when he died in 1985, her brother. She carne 

1985. That's when we went to Italy in 86. She ne~er 

did, that's the first time she seenher brother too. 

After he carne here and he was a young man. 

Vicki: Uh huh. 

Geno: He went back when they had the war there and he 

never did get to see his mother or sister. He had 

two sisters atthe time living. He never did see 

them, until she carne in 1985, and she seen him then. 

She carne in July and he died in September that year. 

Vicki: When you was raising your kids do you notice a big 

difference from when you raised your and now that 

your kids are raising kids? 

Geno: Well, when I was raising my kids they settle for 

what we give them you know, there was quite a few. 

They was all satisfied. They didn't get the best, 

but they all got their education and they take what 

you give ern. Today though they all got cars and 

none of them want to work anymore. Like kids in 

them days. 

Vicki: Did urn was you real strict with your kids grades 

and school? 

Geno: No, they come horne with a passing grade, that's 
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Vicki: 

Geno: 

Vicki: 

Geno: 

Vicki: 

Geno: 

Vicki: 

Geno: 

Vicki: 

Geno: 

Vicki: 

Geno: 

Vicki: 

Geno: 

all you could ask for. I didn't look for them to 

be A. I didn't look for them to be a genius of 

any kind. As long as they come home with passing 

grades. You know that't all I care for they all 

did good in school. They wouldn't be A students 

Dorthy was an A student. But the rest of them you 

know get passing grades. Dorthy was the only one 

that was an A student. She was brite. 

And all your kids graduated didn't they? 

Yea, all but Judy. 

All but Judy? 

She quit her senior year. 

She quit her senior year. 

All the rest of them finished school. 

What are your feeling on Wyoming? How do think 

Wyomings been to you? 

Wyoming's been good to me. I can't complain about 

Wyoming. Wyoming's been good to me. I come here, 

I always made a living for my family. An I retired 

here, enjoy. I got my own place to live with. 

Nothing to worry about, and I got a good bunch 

of kids. All my children respect me and my wife. 

That's what we got to be thankful for. My kids is 

all good. 

How many grand kids do you have? 

23 

How many Great grand kids? 

8 

Do you remember any things when you kids were grow­

ing up that was funny that drove you crazy then, 

but now you laugh about? 

They get in a lot of mischef you have to think 

about it now that they all turned out pretty good. 

No of them got into serious problems. You know 

that we have to worry about so. One thing about 

them they respect the parents real good. They ain't 

a one of them that we ask to give us a hand they 

wouldn't do it. 
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Vicki: 

Geno: 

Vicki: 

Geno: 

Vicki: 

Geno: 

Vicki: 

Geno: 

Vicki: 

Geno: 

Vicki: 

Geno: 

Vicki: 

Geno: 

When you was raising your kids did you a, How did 

you instill that in them? 

Huh 

How did you teach them respect. Were they allowed 

to talk back or any thing? 

Well, no they wouldn't talk back cause we'd give 

em heck. Tell them the got to respect. 

Urn huh. 

You never talk back to your parents. They never 

would. One thing about them they never treated us 

bad and they listened to us. But they never would 

insult us or treat us mean. We never had no problem 

with them. 

When you was growing up, did you talk back to your 

dad? 

No. 

What would happen if you did? 

He'd beat me up if I talked back to him. 

Did he do that to the girls too? 

Same thing. 

Would yuou get the belt or a 

You'd get the belt or anything you have to walk 

the chalk line with him. You wouldn't get in trouble either. 

Vicki: What about when your dad had company. People came 

over, were you kids allowed to talk or were you 

supposed to be quiet? 

Geno: Well a goes upstairs and listen and you don't talk 

back. Just listen to them. 

Vicki: Things have changed a lot haven't they? 

Geno: Oh yea, todayt he kids they do the talking and you 

got to shut up. They don't respect any more. Dif­

ferent world altogether. 

Vicki: What about the labor and the difference in the mines, 

when you started and now? 

Geno: Well when I started mining it was contract mining 

you had to earn your own wages then you had to. 

It was pick and shove and they pay so much for tonage. 

You didn't get any tonage out you didn't get no money 

either. Where today everythings advanced, all nice 
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mining, with mining equipment and you don't have 

to work as hard as them days. Today you're guarantee 

of a daily wage, where them days if you didn't make 

it you wouldn't have nothing. There was times where 

you couldmake it either. So a lot of difference. 

Every thing advanced so fast that you can't believe 

it a different world. All modern equipment, every­

thing's advanced where people don't have to wrk as 

hard for a living. Out in the mines anyway. But 

other wise other jobs different too. Well then today 

you got better wages in them times you didn't some­

times you'd would have to work for $1 a day. 10¢ 

an hour during depression tim~~" Then you couldn't 

get you 10¢ to work. 

Vicki: What do you remember about the depression there no­

Gene: body didn't have nothing no money, no work, and 

was working you was lucky well in them days there 

you had the drought that killed the animals so cause 

they was nothing to eat. 

Vicki: you just go out and get you a deer be some thing. 

Geno: If you go over there during a drought when its kill­

animals. The best ones are killed off for the people 

to eat other wise they didn't have any there was 

no work. But there was no work to be had. Until 

1932 when Roosevelt got in thats when they had cc 

cabs. You know government jobs that's when people 

started getting on their feet a little bit. 

Vicki: What do you think about Roosevelt? 

Geno: He was # 1 president that's why we got all our benefits 

today. Social security wasn't for Roosevelt. We 

wouldn't have no social security for retirement an 

organized labor. They did a lot for all our pensions 

and everything today. If it would be for organized 

labor, wouldn't have the benefits we have today. 

Vicki: Now, when your dad retired did he have any? 

Geno: He just had s.s. and that miners pension was just 

starting. 50 dollars a month at the time s.s. 
was real small then it just started out then it was 

real small. 
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Vicki: You got anything else? Can you think of any thing 

else? 

Geno: 

Vicki: 

Geno: 

That's about all. That's about all. 

Do you have anything you want to tell your kids? 

Well, all my grand kids I got 23, all my kids all 

been wonderful all my all my daughter in laws all 

one ~big happy family here. And we all get along. 

We got to be thankful we're all together. 

Vicki: Do you have anything you want to say about the future 

Geno: 

Geno? 

Not much I know about the future. Not from me any­

way. The futu~efor me is as long as I get enough 

to eat any ways. We'll see you Vic. 
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