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Green River I V·lyo. had a population of around 3_.000 \··v·hen Celestino 

Cordova first n1oved back to v·lyo. Ce 1 est i no Cordo•.,.•a .. Nas born in Charni sa 1 .. 

Nev·t Me::<ico. t·1r. Cordova rnarried V·/hen he V'l'as 23 years of age - and - had 

six chi 1 drenl 3 boys and 3 girls. He got his first job at 16 as a surnn-ter 

help laborer for the Union Pacific I he later joined the Army v1hen he v·tas 

18 years ol dl having thought at the t i rrte that it vvas the "vvorst thing that 

had ever happened to hi rrt. 

Being young and h o rrt e s i c k.. he rn i sse d hi s fa rn i l y and f ri ends I but 

decided later as he got use to be i n g a vv a y - to make a career out of i t. 

After serving his country for over 20 years .. t1r. Cordova retired at the age 

of 39 and then returni nQ to Green River for vacation. There V·/as a lot of .... 

vv o rk at the t i me I so he V'l' en t out just to see i f he co u 1 d get a j obI hoping 

not to !~et anything and vv·as hi red at the first p 1 ace he v·tent. Sol he stayed 

in Green River rnaki ng it his horne. t1r. Cordova '•Norked for Texas Gulf for 

18 years .. thus retiring for a second t i rne .. at the age of 61. 

As a kid_. t1r. Cordova retr1en1bers that v·tor~=~ is \.Yhat brought peop 1 e out 

to this cold windy state .. thus~ causing the gro·vvth of this area to increase 

quite a b i t . Hi s father vv o rk e d for the Union P a c i f i c R a i 1 road I vv· h il e his 

rn other stayed horne ra is i n g the fa rn i1 y. At the t i rn e.. there V'l' ere 9 k i d s i n 



11 vi ng roorn. They use to put a rnat tress on the floor in the different 

rooms to accornrnodate all the family tYternbers for sleeping at night. t-1r. 

Cordova says., "Vale didn't have plutYtbing." He recalls having to carry ··Nater 

in buckets frorn a local vvater purnp. He didn't have to use an out house 

though. He says "V.Je had a roorn in the back of the house that "vve v1oul d use 

to empty the buckets in .. especially in the \·vinter Vofhen it \Nas so cold." t1r. 

Cordova does rernerrtber having e 1 ectri c heat at the t i rne in his hon-te. His 

farnily kept ·vvarrn in the vvinter by a coal stove and v1ooden stove. 

A f ri end of hi s dad· s.. a 1 on g vv· i t h hi rn s e 1 f or a brother V·/ o u 1 d go to Rock 

Springs in a pick: up truc:l( to pick: up this co a 1 once a v1eek, or ·vvhenever it 

·vvas needed. "Mail ·vvas received at the local post office .. they had a 

vvindovv· you vv·ent to .. to ask for your rnail .. " t'lr. Cordova says. A special 

occasion for hi rn vvas going out to eat or payday at the "Nev·t Grand'' a 1 oca 1 

diner. A t1usi ness that v~~as passed on frorn generation to generation .. this 

vv·as the place to eat. Another treat -vvas that of a carnival or a rodeo. 

"Going out vv·ith girls ......... as also fun," Mr. Cordova states.(He ·vvhispers this.) 

Recalling his hunting days, t·1r. Cordova says,"t1y dad ·was a great hunter. 

V·le hunted deer and rabbit... Other foods v·tere purchased at a sma 11 grocery 

store right around the corner fron1 his horne. 

Clothes vvere purchased frorn a clothing store in Rock Springs_. as ·vve11 



as sorne toys. r--lr. Cordova rernernbers his n-1other se··Ni ng c 1 othes for hi rn .. 

but not a 1 ot. 

As he recalls the toys he used to rnake .. you can see hirn slipping back 

and vi sua 1i zing the process of this invention. \1\li th a srnil e .. he states .... v-Ie 

used to use sardine boxes to rnake toy trucks. v.Je'd put ·vvheels on thern 

and use rubber bands to rnake thern run." Parades back then ·vvere pretty 

rrtuch 1 ike vvhat you see today. 

The railroad Vias already here ·vvhen he n1oved here .. but he did enjoy 

riding the train. r1r. Cordova says .... I use to 1 ove to ride the train. In fact .. 

I use to ride the bus to Rock Springs just to ride the train back .. rnostly 

they vvere freight trains... He at tended sorne school in Green River .. having 

appro;d rnate 1 y 30 students in a class roon-t. Not graduating frorn high 

school .. later graduated after doing the rnilitary service. Mr. Cordova 

definite 1 y rernetY1bers ha\,.i ng to ·vva 1 k to schoo 1 ··Nhen he .. Nas younger. He 

says .. " I never heard of school busses back then." The vvinter-s vvere 

extretYtely hard for he \·valked about a rnile or so. He never belonged to any 

sports in schoo 1} but did p 1 ay sports vvi th other kids. Baseba 11 back then 

.. Nas the most popular} that he could remernber. 

t·1r. Cordova rernerrtbered his first Qirl's .. but doesn't recall his first .... 

kiss. His favorite rnusi c is Countr!J.lv1estern and his f a•.,.tori te artist is 



Pats Clinching. He 1 i stened to rnusi c rnost 1 y by radio. There vv·as a lot of 

prejudice back then .. he says .... r··1ost places ·vvoul dn't seP·le bl acksrnith .. his .. 

or Indians .. if you vveren't vvhi te .. you ··Nere nothing... He vvent to church as a 

chi 1 d and still does. His re 11 gi on is Rot11an Catho 11 c. He doesn't ever reca 11 

divorces back then. But .. N i t h hi s re li g ion it V·l as n · t a 11 o\.Y e d t• e cause it _1 us t 

··Nasn't con•n-,on back then. r··1r. Cordova doesn't rernetnber alcohol being 

illegal or ·vvhen it becarne legaL But he says .. " I vvas an alcoholic for 20 

years." And he rernen-tbers looking in the \"vindo'·N of the O::<ford Club-a bar­

he vvasn 't of age then. 

There v·tas one bank .. it ·v·v·as in Rock Springs. People lived frorn payday 

to payday so t here ··Nasn't rnuch need for a bank for his farnily. 

His favorite n1agazi nes are: "Pl ayboy"(he ·vvhi spers) .. and "Sports 

Illustrated". Hi s fa v ori t e book i s any t hi n g by Lois La n1 a r.. and hi s fa v o ri t e 

n1ovi e star vvas Betty Grable. He vvas t·ascinated by her beauty. His tnost 

tYternorable fad \.Yas grovving a rnustache and a Pacheco haircut. 



r·1r. Cordova rernernbers the Boorn in the 70's there vvas a lot of v·tork. 

Housing vv·as hard to corrae by because there v·tas a lot of people n-.o .... •ing to 

1 ook for ·vvork .. but there Vv'as no housing to accornrnodate then. 

He believes that this area is a good place to grov·t up in. That the 

country is beautiful .. if it vvasn't for the v·ti nd and the co 1 d_. it V·loul d be 

perfect. 



Natura 1 Disasters: The ··.·vi nter of 1 948 to 1 949 ··.·vas the vv·orst 'vVi nter t·1r. 

Cordova rernen-tbers. He says_ ... There \¥as a lot of sno'vv. The tovvTt "vvas 

para 11 wzed. The traffic didn't rnove and it v·.tas co 1 d." 
'"' 

Holidays: Christrnas w·as his favorite holiday. ~1r. Cordova says .... I loved 

receiving presents." The farnily vvould go out and cut their ov.;n tree. They 

decorated it vv·ith popcorn strings and bulbs .. but never had lights on the 

tree. 

Politics: t1r. Cordova says that he believes politicians ··.·vere as crooked 

back then as they are today. He cotes nov ... · and has a 1 vvays voted si nee he 

V'las of age. He a 1 so is a Dernocrat. He believes the president ·vve have 

no··..v has done a good job. He says .. "We have had better presidents but then 

-vve·ve had · ... vorse." He also believes that sorne day it's possible that ·we'll 

have a woman president. He says_." I'm all for it .. if a vvornan can do the 

Job... He fee 1 s the country today i s get t i n g better. 

Professionals: Green River had 2 doctors in tovvn. Everyone vvent to the 

Doctor's office for services. Even pregnant ··NOtT1en. Babies vvere then born 

in the hospi ta 11 vvhi ch \·vas in Roc I< Springs. This vvas the on 1 y hospi ta 1 in 

the area. Tirnes had already changed by the tirne that doctors had rnade 

house calls .. never having a need for this service- a doctor never came to 

his horne. There ··Nas a 1 so a 1 oca 1 dentist .. but ~1r. Cordova had never 



(]) 

visited one unt i 1 he joined the Arn-.y. 
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