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Mabel Eggleston was born in Amelia, Nebraska .on May 3, 1915. Her 

parents were Elmer Elijah Enbody and Mable Katherine Gilman Enbody. She 

had tHree brothers and ~ four· si ters. r·Her ~ fi ily had been ranchers in 

Nebraska and they continued to do s o after they moved to Wyoming. They 

moved to D9uglas, Wyoming, ""June 1, 1929. She married Jack G. Eggleston 

on August 17, 1932, in Douglas, Wyoming. She has three children, Warren 

Thomas Eggleston, Shirley Ann Eggleston, and Jerry Russell Eggleston. 

Be ids ranching, sh arove a school bus , from 1950-1976, and was a forrest 

look-out from he pring of 957 to the f 1 of 1979. She retired in 

1979 and is working as a housekeeper and companion. --Sheis . t tng aj:~ ~) 

134 ·-Gatew&y "Vfllage, ROck. Springs.- Wyoming~ 

Mabel said that she w sn't ure why her ~parents moved to Wyoming 

but the best reason she could think of was, "To e wh t was on the other 

side of the hill, I guess . " The . first thinFJithat she remembers about 

Wyoming are, ''rh mud and the fact that there wer no young kids in the 

community . The mud was horrible." She attend d a one room school house 

in Nebraska from 1920- 929. She attended the school in Douglas, Wyoming, 

from 1929-1930 but she did not graduate. She lat r began a correspondence 

course in 1958 from the Am ric n School in Chicago and graduated on ~ J 

July 29, 1960. I asked her about what the schools were like when she 

came to Wyoming and she said; 

"It was different because I had always gone to one 
room country schools. My first year in high school 
was even to a one room country school and then to 
move t Douglas and go into high school and have 



forty, fifty, kid in one room when 1 was used to maybe 
ten. It was a big change." 
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Mabel did not graduate f.r the Douglas high school for two reasons. 

First, when sh went home for the Thanksgiving vacati n here brothers 

and sisters came dOwn with scarlet fever and their home was quarantined. 

The scarlet fever was spreading thorough-out their community. Also, that 

was when the Depression hit and there wasn't enough money to keep her and 

her brother in school and t ke care of the rest of the children, so abe 

and her brother quit school and went to work. Another reason th t Mabel 

stated for not returning to school was that after missing the first year 

after the quarantine :that," ••• by the time it was time to st rt chool 

the next fall why ·I was pert near am rt as the te cher so I didn't go 

back." Aft r Mabel told me that it was to expensive to ke p her and her 

brother in school 1 asked her if she didn't liv with her parent when 

he was gQing to school. She replied, "No, after we come to Wyoming I 

had to stay in town. We lived to far to get b ck and forth. In Douglas, 

she worked for her room and board by babysitting, doing diahe , nd clean-

ing house f r the family she lived with. Her fir t job after that as, 
I 

she described it, "Cooking on a ranch for 1 h y men. •· You got up at 

about 5 o'clock in the morning, had breakfast at six, and you done your 

dishes, there was no · dishwashes, and by 9 o'clock you had to st rt 

preparing dinner so you had it at twelve • . And 1 go 50¢ a day." She kept 

that job for one summer and then when winter ca he went back to helping 

on her families ranch. On the ranch some of her duties involved, milking 

cows, helping ve the stock from one pasture to another, and sh lao 

hauled lumb ~~ the saw ill with a te m and wagon. 1 then sked h r 

if she had ever f lt any different from her brothers in the ork that sh 

could do. Sh told me that this h d never been a probl~ for her. Sh 



said: .~. 

"Rev r, cause ny bing they eoulCI_do I could d too. 
That as the w y 1 a~ reis • l Then eve~ in your 
f ily th re was n ~~ Ro, my brother vas very 
unhappy at me t of ·his life when he as growing 
up b cau e nything he could do 1 was a low d to do t o, 

nd ':ffbe anted to go 1 plae on a date or 1 thing, 
ail~ if wasn't .... whe e 'be ·" t hought ~I · aughta ~ go ·· or i 
thing, why; ' d CJ always said;1 'Well;··. if .. it . isn't ;···:~" 
anyplace fOT. sister-'to · go, · I ·don't think brother needs 
t go either.' And he didn't get too. I never knew ..:~~c; • ._ 
that I wasn't lib rated until they atart d the w n's 
ib ration." 
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Mabel said th t the work on a r ncb now was different from when 

he was a girl in that most of the work i done by chinery. She thinks 

th t lthough thi akes the work e sier and f ster it takes away the slow, 

easy, life that she remembers, and she doesn't like it. She feel th t ·· 

now, "It's hurry, hurry, hurry." When I asked h r if she felt this was 

true in other.-- p tts ·of society she said: 

"Yes, ye I do . I think everybody would be better .. . i 
off if they slowed it down a bit. But I realize that 
in society you've got to work at several jobs to keep 
going. I realize that. But 1 think it would be much J'­

bett r if we could go back to the simple e sy like 
that w had hen I was growing up. obody h d anythi g 
because of the b d depre ion but nobody wanted anything, 
we made with Wh:a ' :We:·th ·d • .., . ~' .. ' - ;· 

During the Depression the weather was very dry and this made it diffi­

cult for r nchers like Mabel nd her hush nd. Th y were unabl to grow 

crops, including the fe d for th ir cows. M bel reme bers that th y h d 

25 pure bred cows and they couldn't giv~ them away. There was no feed to 

take care of the animals. The government had to intervene and buy the 

c ttl for$ 0.00 head. Also, a though it never h ppened to Mabel's 

stock, the government killed the cows that were to poor to buy so they 

wouldn't st rve to death. 



Mabel said th t World War II changed things on the r ncb. Sh 

xplained th t: 

"You couldn't get he p n the ranch. Everybody w nt : .. , ,. 
to war, and they w nt to nition and to hip 
yards, and ~ one ~ thing and another. as nobody 
left to h lp on the anches, so j st a d our 
ranch out nd moved to town f r tho ~ year • We 
orked in town, 1 cl rked in tore and my husband 

worked for geophipica c , they ent round testing 
for oi 1, size agraph type,, then aft r the war as over 
we come back to the r ncb. Started all over again. r· 
Cours 'd had to get rid of the cows and one thing 
and another, so we had to buy c s and start over. Still 

e· ·baH t e and." 
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She also said that fter ~he war things were til changed because out of 

the men that returned many of them did not ish to return to work on a 

ranch. It was then that r nches began turning to the use of machinery. 

The ·· weather: also played part in Mabel's becoming a forrest loo • :' 

out. Sever 1 dry years forced her hu band to take a job as a forrest 

look-out on Black Hall Mountain, south of Saratoga. The next spring he 

was transferred to Laramie Peak division of th M dicine Bow Nation 1 

Forrest. She r ined on the ranch for ye r or two more taking care of 

the stock but it wasn't enough to keep th m going so in the 

she applied for th look-out position on the Ester Brook tower and got it . 

She was the first woman to work with that ere but she did not have any 

trouble with th When she needed them for fir they list n d. She 

lso had another honor: 

"At one time I had the dubious distinction of being one 
out of ight women in the United States that had that job 
with that authority. There were a lot of women look-outs 
but non of them had the authority that 1 had to di patch, 
do my own dispatching, send my fir cr ws. It took a 
while to earn that, but 1 did it." 



Mabel has many memories from the time wh n she was a forrest look-out. 

One of her first memoiri~s is r corded here. 

"One tim , the first year I was on th tower we had a 
large forrest fir and my husband was on the ame tower 
at that time because when you worked twenty-four hours 
a day you got to have relief, and I gave a fire order to 
to the office in Laramie and they had to relay it thorough 
another look-out 'cause I couldn't reach the office at 
that time and I ordered, let's see, there were a lot of 
fire tools, and then one thing in particular was a power­
saw. The man on · the other look-out was an Englishman 
with an accent as broad as this table and I listened 
to him give the order and checked them off of my list ,~ 

a he gave them. He gave everything and then pretty 
soon this fire chief in the office came back and said, 
'Kennedy Peak, would you please ask Fletcher Park what 
the ••• she needs with a parasol in a forrest fire?' 
I aid, 'Kennedy ~ea\<, would you pl ase tell him that 
it is a pow rsaw and spell it for him, and not a para­
sol. That was one. We got a chuckle out of that 
afterwards." 

Mabel was a look-out until the fall of 1979. She received ~ny awards 

during th time she was working. She says that she could be rehired 

anytime she went b ck to them. She was highly respect d and received 

recognition for her work on s veral occasions . 

I~- She . ~s a housekeeper and companion for a woman confined to a 

wheelchair now. She was friends with the oman's fath r and has known 
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her since sh was a child. Mabel lives with thi woman and her husband 

at 134 Gateway Village, Rock Springs, Wyoming. Mabel's hub nd died 

July 25, 1971. They had to sell sev ral acres of their ranch during 

1943 and 1944 but she~ still owns 120 acres of it in Douglas, Wyoming. 

She is leasing the land at the pres nt time but as she stated, · ·1 

"That's still mine." I found Mabel Eggl ston to be a very interesting 

person and her stories about her life to be worth sharing with others. 
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I. -Present profession or occupation:~~<¥-~~ 1?7&, 
. . . $u.& ~ /7'6-o -~ 

2. Occupa tlons followed m the past (glve dates): ~~ ~-~~..:I'-I9S7J -/?.?c 

3. Date of birth: S/ J / / ~ Place of birth: tl~ '77~' '7 

4. Date of moving to Wyoming: 9~;_,.j, 19' d7 9 

S. - Full name of parents (give mother's m~id~n1 nam~) ~ ' !) " ,1~ ~~ 
~ ~""-· ~· cp;~ k~At- ><AAU • 

6. N.~es of brothers and sisters (and to whom married): 

lf:Lo ~/ fi- 9 !l loJ ~ 77-d-r 
7. Schools attended (give dates):} - 9' ~( __ jJ ;J 

5}te {i>o k~v-re5foVl de Vl5"e- 'q-!.2 ~ ~' 
-C'vo {)ll 1·'1<; Y' - lq~O~ /9:;;. 9 - )93 0 -~ - f9tttJ 
8. Places of res i dence in Wyomi ng (give dates): £J 

~;;;f_f', /((,;?9- /9'79- 1'779- 19%'2n·'S. 
9. ~lilltary servlce (dates, awards, area served, rank, etc.): 

~ 

10. Political offices held (give dates): ~ 

11. Political affiliation: ,~~ 
12. Religious affiliation: ~~~~~ -

13. (lt~r~abe (si;o~;~ name, date and place of ~~riage): ~ 
~~-G'~· ~/719.3~ ff~ "(Jil 

14. Children (names, dates of birth, grandchildren, etc.): 

15. -List ~ of clubs and societies of which you are a member: 

N olv e_.-
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