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 Post 1970s separation 

 Internal Homogeneity 

 http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QdlIE_7
Qv-s

 Theriault Party Polarization in Congress

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QdlIE_7Qv-s


 Red State / Blue State divide 

 Abortion and homosexuality 

 Fiorina Culture War? The Myth of a Polarized 
America



 Self-Identification (37%) vs. Consistent (15%) 

 Southern Realignment, Intellectual Aptitude 

 Keith et al. The Myth of the Independent Voter



 How People Vote

 Partisanship as a Social Identity 

 Partisan Voting 

 Fiorina Retrospective Voting in American 
National Elections and Green et al. Partisan 
Hearts and Minds
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Average for Moderates and Ideologues
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Consistent and Inconsistent Moderates over Time
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Attribute Population Consistent Moderates Inconsistent Moderates

Information 2.38 2.3 2.02

Black 12.7 7.1 12.5

Interest 2.87 2.83 2.55

Political Discussion .872 .858 .777

Party Identification 2.05 1.83 1.72

Internal Efficacy 1.41 1.36 1.27

Attributes of the Overall Population, Consistent 
Moderates, and Inconsistent Moderates



 Moderates make up more than half of 
Americans 

 Moderates are not ideologically consistent 

 Consistent Moderates are well informed and 
interested 


