


SOCIAL IDENTITY AND SCHOOLING
Social Identity Theory:

— - Social identities are formed as
we begin to associate our own

deﬁ"m"f ovsell personal identity with that of a
social identity group’s identity. (Race, religion,
! etc.)
via
v ‘ - Children, adolescents and
social °atel9°"7-a“°" adults act upon group identity in
facilitates order to preserve groups
interest.
distinct social groups _
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For a society to reconcile from recent
or past history of violence members

WHY IS THIS IMPORTANT? from both groups must:

A) Mutual Understanding: Gain
empathy and understanding of

Our social identities dictate how we ‘ , :
others’ perspective.

understand others and influence
intergroup relationships. B) Build skills to deal with future
indifferences through cooperation.

C) Begin the process of forgiveness,
healing and truth telling

Handbook on Peace Education
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FIGURE 16.1. Nature of peace.




“Education ... has too often
been manipulated in the
pursuit of domination
and oppression ... to
maintain political,
economic, and social
imbalances ... to
engender prejudice and
to fuel animosity and
antagonism upon which
violent conflict is based.”



PEACE EDUCATION AND RECONCILIATION

Reconciliation: the process and goal
based upon mutual understanding of
everyone’s needs, fear and
aspirations to move beyond culture
of violence and division.

Peace Education: is the recognition of
post-conflict societies the active
and important role of schools in

shaping the attitudes, memory and
cooperation of future generations.

Maria Montessori and John Dewey




THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK FOR PEACE

EDUCATION
INTEGRATED
PEACE EDUCATION EDUCATION
Aimed at te_aching ypung All social groups are represented
people the information within societies education

attitudes, values, behaviors

) o system, physically and within
and perspective to maintain

curricula.
peace.
A)  Compulsory CONTACT THEORY
B)  Ethnically, culturally, and Increased interaction and
religiously integrated contact, under specific
C) Emp_hasize on inclusive conditions, would reduce
curriculum hostility improving intergroup

relations.




CONTACT IN INTEGRATED SCHOOLS

Mutual
2. Dependent Understanding and
to complete a Valued Educational

mutually Experiences
1. Equal Status beneficial goal.
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BACKGROUND AND HISTORY OF NORTHERN

IRELAND
i | | | 50% Protestant
40% Catholic Nationalists Unionists / Loyalists
Wish to see Northern Who want to remain
Ireland reunified part of the United
with the island of Kingdom

Ireland




OFFICIALLY RECORDED:

3,000 PEOPLE DIED
30,00 INJURED
AFFECTED BOTH

PROTESTANT AND
CATHOLICS



RELIGIOUS DIVISIONS

Catholic/Protestant children are largely taught separately
Catholic/Protestant teachers are largely trained separately
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* 51% of pupils in NI are Catholic
- 36% are Protestant

- 3% are other Christian

- 1% are non-Christian

- 9% have no religion recorded

There are 1,044 schools in NI
of which 62 are integrated

SEGREGATION

Most adults have had little exposure to the
‘other’ group, in their childhood or young
adult lives, except for limited daily
interactions.

- Due to Residential and School segregation




NORTHERN IRELAND’S EDUCATION SYSTEM

Catholic Maintained Protestant Controlled
Schools Schools

90% of children (176,000) attend
either Maintained or Controlled

Integrated Schools
N I _—
”

Northern Ireland Council for Integrated Education

62 Grant Funded
Schools

21,500 pupils




Table 8: How have you come in contact with people from other

ethnic backgrounds?

N %%
Other students at school 399 80
:;T._?lff going out (for example, to a cinema or 133 27
Through my part-time job 127 25
In my neighbourhood 89 18
Through a sports club I attend 80 16
[In a shop or restaurant 67 14
Staff at school 65 13
Through a youth or community project 64 13
Through my parents’ work or social life 53 11
As part of my family 44 9
As part of inter-school projects
Travelling to school
Other

Source: 2008 YLT survey




OUTCOME OF CONTACT
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Interpersonal @
@ Relationships

Increased friendships,

Intergroup

Relations

contact with others, Interpersonal
creating lasting Relationships were the
meaningful building blocks for
relationships between intergroup relations.

children of both groups.




IMPORTANCE OF CURRICULUM

Limitations and Challenges:

Teacher Preparation

No well defined curriculum determined
by the state, but left to Governors
of Education, teachers and local

administration.

Education for Mutual Understanding
- Overcoming a legacy




IMPLICATIONS FOR NORTHERN IRELAND

Integrated
Schools

CROSS-
COMMUNITY Shared

CONTACT Reconciliation EdUCatIOI’]




“None of us is born intolerant of
those who differ from us.
Intolerance is taught and can be
untaught ... But in this area, as in
others, prevention is better than
cure. We must work to prevent
intolerance from taking hold in
the next generation. We must
build on the open-mindedness of
young people, and ensure that
their minds remain open.”



