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U. S. Department of Agriculture
630 Sansome Street
Room 717
San Francisco, California

San Francisco Feedlot and Range-Sales Report and The Western Term
tnal Review. These two reports are issued each Friday on the same sheel
The “San Francisco Feedlot and Range Sales Report” is a review o
these sales in Arizona, California, Nevada, and Utah. It also contains :
summary of the Denver and Spokane range-sales report. The “Wester
Terminal Review” reviews the week’s livestock trading at seven wester!
terminal markets and the meat trade at three Pacific Coast markets. The
seven terminal markets are: North Portland, Los Angeles, S])()k;mt'
Stockton, South San Francisco, Ogden, and Denver. The three meat
trade areas are Los Angeles, San Francisco, and the Seattle-Portland-Ta
coma area.

San Francisco-Oakland Bay Arvea Semiweekly Wholesale-Meat-Trade Re
port. Issued Tuesday and Thursday, this report covers the trade for thi
area and also includes a summary of the trading at the other major whole
sale meat centers. These are Chicago, Los Angeles, New York, and th
Portland-Seattle-Tacoma area.

One of the major outlets for Wyoming feeder lambs—the feedlot
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Western Early Lamb Report. This is a seasonal report issued from Febru-
ary to May. During this period it is issued each Monday. It contains a
review of conditions, prices, and related data on the contract selling of
sheep and lambs in California and other Western states.

U. S. Department of Agriculture
Agricultural Marketing Service
Crop Reporting Board
Washington 25, D. C.

Agricultural Prices. A monthly report listing, by states, the prices received
for principal crops and livestock products, index numbers of prices re-
ceived and paid by farmers, and parity prices. Issued at the end of the
month, this outlines the situation as of the fifteenth.

Calf Crop. This report is issued twice a year, in February and July. The
February release lists the number of calves born the previous year, while
the July release lists the number born and forecasts the expected number
to be born in the current year.

Cattle and Calves on Feed. Issued quarterly in January, April, July, and
October. Covers the leading 21 cattle-feeding states. It gives the total
number on feed by states; by classes: by weight groups; and by length of
time of feeding.

Commenrcial Livestock Slaughter and Meat Production. Issued at the end
of each month. It gives the number and live weight of cattle, hogs,
sheep, and lambs slaughtered in commercial plants by states, meat pro-
duction by species, and lard production for the United States.

Early-Lamb Situation. Released in May, this report presents the situation
in the 10 important early-lamb states California, Arizona, Texas, Mis-
souri, Kentucky, Tennessee, Virginia, Idaho, Washington, and Oregon.

Inspected Stocker and Feeder Shipments from Public Stockyards. This in-
cludes monthly data for cattle and calves, sheep and lambs, by market
origin, and state of destination. Issued about the 22nd of each month
in the Weekly Market News.

Lamb Crop. This report is issued in March and July. The early (March)
report gives the situation for the 10 important early-lamb states—Cali-
fornia, Oregon, Arizona, Texas, Missouri, Kentucky, Tennessee, Virginia,
Idaho, and Washington, while the July report gives the number of lambs
saved by states.

Lamb-Feeding Situation. Conditions as of November 1. Issued annually
in November.
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Beef feeding is a typical scene on Wyoming irrigated farms

*Livestock and Poultry Inventory January 1. Annual report listing the
number, value, and classes of livestock and poultry by states at the begin-
ning of each year.

Meat Animals—Farm Production, Disposition, and Income. Annual re-
port released in April, presenting data for the previous year by states.

Mohair Production and Value of Sales. This February release presents
the number of goats clipped and mohair production and value by states
for the previous year.

Pig-Crop Report. Quarterly report issued during March, June, Septem-
ber, and December. All reports contain information on current inventory
numbers and on number of sows farrowing. In addition, the June and
December reports contain information on indicated farrowings and num-
bers for the coming quarter.

Sheep and Lambs on Feed January I. Annual report listing the number
on feed by states at the beginning of each year.

Stocker and Feeder Cattle and Sheep Received in Several Corn Belt
States. This is a report issued about the 15th of each month giving data
by states. Included in the Weekly Market News.



Total Livestock Slaughter, Meat and Lard Production. Released an-
nually in May, this presents commercial and farm slaughter and meat
production in the United States for the previous year.

*Weekly Market News—Livestock Division. This report gives a compre-
hensive weekly coverage of the major markets for livestock, meat, and
wool. It also contains special features of interest to stockmen. As this
condenses many of the other reports, it probably is the most complete
single source of market news.

Wool Production and Value of Sales. Issued twice a year, in February and
July. The February issue contains a summary of the previous year’s pro-
duction and sales while the July issue contains production information
for the current year.

Outlook and Situation Reports of the U. S. Department
of Agriculture

Agricultural Situation. This report is a printed monthly periodical con-
taining brief reviews of current marketing and economic developments
affecting farmers. A charge is made for this report, currently 50¢ per
year. You can obtain a sample of this or any Outlook or Situation report
by writing to the Marketing Information Division, Agricultural Market-
ing Service, U. S. Department of Agriculture, Washington 25, D. C. Sub-
scriptions to the Agricultural Situation are taken by the Superintendent
of Documents, Government Printing Office, Washington 25, D.C.

Administrative Services Division (ML)
Agricultural Marketing Service
Washington 25, D. C.

The Demand-and-Price Situation. Reviews the factors that affect the
domestic and foreign demand for farm products including output, em-
ployment, income and related factors, and commodity prices. This is fol-
lowed by a brief review of farm income and discussion of general trends
in demand, supply, and prices of major farm products. Issued about the
25th of each month.

The Farm-Income Situation. This report presents estimates of cash re-
ceipts from farm marketings, by commodity groups, and government pay-
ments; index numbers of cash receipts and of physical volume of farm
marketings for several preceding months; and estimates, by states, of cash
receipts from sales of crops and livestock. During the year, annual state
estimates are included which show government payments to farmers,
value of home consumption for crops and livestock, gross and net in-
come of farm operators; cash receipts and home consumption by detailed
commodities; and cash receipts from farm marketings by states, by major
individual commodities. Issued five times a year.
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T'he Marketing-and-Transportation Situation. This contains statistics o1
the U.S. average retail cost of a market basket of farm foods, the payment
received by farmers for these products, and the spread between the retail
cost and the farm value or payment to the farmer. Similar data are given
for seven groups of products, for 45 individual food products, and for &
group of cotton-clothing articles and house furnishings and the prin
cipal tobacco products. Special articles concerning marketing and trans-
portation of farm products are included in each issue. Issued four times
a year.

The National Food Situation. Contains statistics on per-capita consump
tion of major foods, nutrients available for civilian consumption, pro-
duction of major food commodities, and retail food prices and total con-
sumer price-index number. Reviews of supply, production, marketing
retail prices, and consumption of major foods are included. Issued four
times a year.

The Agricultural Outlook Digest. This is a two-page digest of current
indications as to the outlook for production, farm employment, demand,
exports, prices received by farmers, prices paid by farmers, and the out-
look for various farm commodities. For the most part, it summarizes
The Demand and Price Situation and the commodity-situation reports.
Issued the same day as The Demand and Price Situation.

Statistical Summary. Prepared for ready-reference desk use, this report
is a four-page roundup of current agricultural statistics. Issued each
month as soon as possible after the release of the Crop Production report
(usually about the 20th) .

Commodity Situation Report. The following commodity-situation re-
ports analyze the supply, demand, price, and outlook for each of the more
important farm products for which adequate information is available.
This information is provided as an aid in planning production and mar-
keting. Tables and charts present current figures on acreage, yield, pro-
duction, market movement, stocks, consumption, and prices with com-
parisons with other significant periods. From time to time the results
of special studies relating to the respective commodities are included.
Of particular interest to the livestock producer are:

The Livestock and Meat Situation, which is issued seven times a year;
The Wool Situation, which is issued four times a year;

The Feed Situation, which is issued six times a year.

In addition to these reports, there
is a short-term regional outlook re-
port for livestock issued from Denver,
Colorado. This report, “The Western
Livestock Round-up”, has been a
joint experimental report of the U. S.
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agricultural colleges of the 11 Western
states. It is now available to interested
stockmen, who can obtain it through

their county agent’s office.



Private Reports, Magazines, and Newspapers

This section deals with the most
familiar publications issued by pri-
vate agencies or publishing compa-
nies. For this bulletin they have been
divided into two main categories: (1)
special reports and (2) livestock mag-
azines and newspapers. The reports
of the first group deal primarily with
economic and political developments
affecting agriculture but may cover
many fields such as methods of pro-
duction, feeding, and marketing.
Those in the second group are more
of the general-interest type. There
are a great many newspaper and mag-
azine-type publications in this gen-
eral - interest field. Their primary
function is not that of presenting eco-
nomic information. If all these were

Doane Agricultural Digest
5144 Delmar Boulevard
St. Louis 8, Missouri

presented here, the list would go on
page after page. Hence only the ones
published locally, or those published
outside this region that contain arti-
cles pertaining to this region and
that have a circulation of over 1,000,-
000 readers, are listed. Enough inter-
est in these publications has been ex-
pressed to warrant listing them here.
This is not meant as a criticism of the
rest ol those published outside the
region and distributed in Wyoming.

Fitting a description to private pub-
lications is difficult. Often there is
a great variation between issues; how-
ever, a general description of each is
given.

The first section includes special
reports and advisory services.

A bimonthly report of a more technical nature giving advice on production
Y .

and marketing of agricultural products.

Kiplinger Agricultural Letter
1729 Fourth Street, N. W.
Washington 6, D. C.

A weekly release in letter form keeping abreast of current economic and
political developments affecting agriculture.

Livestock and Grain Bulletin
Pickell and Sons

176 West Adams Street
Chicago 3, 1llinois

A bimonthly report on happenings in the livestock and grain business.

Livestock Market Digest
P. O. Box 2040
Billings, Montana

A monthly magazine published by the National Livestock Auction Associ-
ation. It carries articles concerning auction markets.
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National Livestock Market Service
139 North Clark Street
Chicago 2, Illinois

This weekly report contains articles reporting supply and demand. It als
contains forecasts and summaries. Published by the Research Department ol
The National Livestock Producers Association.

Northern Plains Round-Up

Box 774

Alliance, Nebraska

A weekly leaflet covering the terminal markets and the auctions in Wyoming,
Nebraska, Colorado, Montana, Kansas, lowa, and South Dakota. It also
covers country sales that are available and includes a section on livestock
wanted and for sale.

Washington Farmletter

Farm Reports, Inc.

1835 K Street, N.W.

Washington 6, D. C.

A weekly letter keeping the reader abreast of current economic and political
developments related to agriculture.

Washington Farm Reporter

National Agricultural Research, Inc.

744 Jackson Place, N.W.

Washington 6, D. C.

A weekly report covering scientific, political, and economic developments in
agriculture.

The next publications are those from outside this region.
Cappers Farmer

121 West 8th Street

Topeka, Kansas

An illustrated monthly magazine of general agricultural interest.

The Farm Journal

Washington Square

Philadelphia 5, Pennsylvania

Printed in four editions, Eastern, Central, Southern, and Western, this
monthly illustrated magazine contains sections on production, marketing,
and outlook information. It also contains a section for the homemaker.

Successful Farming
1716 Locust Street
Des Moines 3, Iowa
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A monthly illustrated magazine containing articles on agricultural production,
marketing and outlook. It also contains a section for the homemaker.

The publications in this next section are regional livestock magazines and
newspapers.

Denver Record Stockman

1820 Curtiss Street

Denver 2, Colorado

This is a weekly newspaper summarizing the livestock market activity at
Denver and other western markets. It also contains articles of other inter-
est to stockmen.

Montana Farmer Stockman Round-Up

Montana Farmer Inc.

Great Falls, Montana

A bi-monthly release, this paper contains a coverage ol the major livestock
markets and articles of general agricultural interest.

The Utah Farmer

175 West South Temple

Salt Lake City 1, Utah

Published two times a month, this magazine contains articles of general
agricultural interest and covers national market trends.

Western Farm Life

616 Washington, Box 299

Denver 1, Colorado

Published twice a month, this magazine contains Denver and other western

market reports as well as articles of general agricultural and homemaking
interest.

Western Livestock

414 Boston Building

828 Seventeenth Street

Denver 2, Colorado

A monthly publication of general agricultural interest to western stockmen.
Western Livestock Reporter

P. O. Box 2559

Billings, Montana

A weekly newspaper featuring articles ol general interest to the stockman
and summarizing official U. S. Department of Agriculture market reports.
Wyoming Stockman Farmer

110 East 17th Street

Cheyenne, Wyoming

This paper is published the tirst ol each month. It contains articles con-
cerning marketing activities in Wyoming and the United States. Also contains
articles of general agricultural interest.
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The above list includes the more mentioned that in the area of countr:
important reports containing eco- sales reporting a considerable amoun
nomic information. There are short- of information was lacking. Let u
comings in some of these reports, but  now take another look at this.
they are still useful. Previously it was

An Examination of Livestock-Sales Reporting

The ofticial United States Department of Agriculture market news that
we now receive has not kept pace with the widening market resulting from
a pronounced change to direct sclling in the country. The market-news
service today resembles the service evolved in the 1920’s. This was before the
development of improved transportation and communication made possible
the movement of the majority of the sales from the central markets to the
country. With few exceptions, the meat of the market news consists ol
central markets sales, and only slight mention is made of auctions and direct
sales. The reason is easily understood when you think of the difficulties of
obtaining country-sales information. The great distances involved are a big
deterrent in themselves. Moreover, to be complete, the report should include
information on time of weighing, cutbacks, shrinkage, weight, grade, and
other important factors of the sale. In addition, country-sales reports should
be checked with both the buyer and the seller.

How serious the lack of reports of country sales is depends upon the
answer to the question: “Are comparable grades of livestock sold in the coun-
try and at the central markets?” More livestock are sold at country points
than at central markets. Figures show that less than two-fifths of Wyoming's
cattle are sold by the producer through terminal markets. Thus the minority
of sales receives the majority of attention in the market reports. If the live-
stock sold in the country are of a higher quality than those going to a central
market, the reporting of central-market sales may serve to lower the price ol
the livestock sold in the country. If the higher quality animals are sold in
the central market and are reported in regular market-news channels, this
might inflate the price of the lower quality animals sold in the country. There
are many opinions on this, but the majority believe that for feeder livestock,
at least, the better quality animals are sold at country points.

No United States Department of Agriculture market reporters are sta-
tioned in Wyoming. The nearest reporters are stationed in Billings, Mon-
tana: Ogden, Utah; and Denver, Colorado. The reporter at Billings covers
primarily the markets in Billings. However, he is assigned the task of also re-
porting country and other auction sales in southern Montana and northern
Wyoming. This is quite a task for one man to do thoroughly. Until recently,
the same situation existed for the Denver reporter. However, since the fall
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[ 1957 a reporter has been stationed in Denver with the express objective of
reporting country sales. This man is assigned to cover northern Colorado,
southern Wyoming, and western Nebraska. This is still quite a large terri-
tory to cover well. He is able, however, to obtain considerable information on
ountry sales from the feedlots which receive livestock in these areas.
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