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Ear 1 y Y ea.r s: 

Norma was born in Green River, Wyoming on -, 
I ' 

1921 to Henry and Sarah Buckles. The birth was attended by 

Dr. Charolett Hawks. The house was located where the Arctic 

Circle Drive In is now located in Green River. 

Henry Buckles brought his family to the Rock Springs 

~:t , . ._ e a bE? c a. usE? the U n i on F' ,::~ c i -f i c: had h i red h i m f CJ t.... h :i s a b i 'I :i. t ·~ .. 

t.o play b~:\~:;t.~b.c:~.ll. Hf:'!:! lt\1<::\s c:\ pr··c:;ft:~ssional ball pl c:i.v· ~:-?!r·. Ht.~ 

moved the family to Reliance when Norma was two years old. 

::3he! :::.a.ys f.)f f.:€:::1 iancE· ~ '' I ,, .. ·emE?mbt.:::r' it bE~ing a wondE•rful 

it.tl t~ pl <~ce t.o ~--_;.J.J.:se chi l dr"E?n and ·1 ivte in.'' Thf:? town v·J,:::a.~:; 

located. Middle Camp and Lower Camp or Sandt.own where the 

h ouses an other buildings were located. There were no ethnic 

neighborhoods 1n town. 

The houses consisted of only four rooms but were of 

fairly good construction. Early they had no indoor 

plumbing.Water was supplied by an outside faucet used by 

several families. It was piped in from a well located West 

of town. Baths were taken in a large galvanized tub. The 

toilet was an outdoor privy. 
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The company store was where everything was purchased. 

It consisted of a grocery store~ butcher shop, clothing 

store and miners supply store. Purchases could be charged 

against the miner's paycheck. Many families never saw a 

paycheck because thev owed the company store more than they 

made. Norma said the song, ''I Owe My Soul to the Company 

Store'', is very true as there were many fam1l 1es in just 

that shape. 

There was a company doctor in Reliance who attended to 

the day to day sickness and injuries in town. If something 

major such as surgery or major medical problems arose people 

went to the hospital in Rock Springs or elsewhere. 

The union hall was located across the street from the 

Buckle's home.There were frequent meetings held in the hall. 

Some were very loud and boisterous with the arguments and 

disagreements be1ng carried out into the street. Norma's 

father was the secretary treasurer of Local #905 of the UMWA 

in Reliance for many years. 

Norma attended school in Reliance from 1927 to 1938. 

The schools were a mix of ethnic groups and cultures with 

very few discipline problems. The teachers were e~cellent 

and the high school was accredited by North Central 

Association. Norma graduated from Reliance High School in 

1938. 

Marriage and Family 



Norma married Bob Gamble in February 1942. She sa1d 

they eloped and were married in Randolph, Utah. 

Karen was born on May 5. 1943 in Rock Springs. She 1s 

their only child. Norma has three grandchildren and two 

great grandchildren at this time. 

Norma and Bob 1 ive on their ranch in Burntfork where 

they have 1 ived since they bought it in 1942. 

Norma is a member of several organizations and clubs. 

She belongs to the Order of Eastern Star in Rock Springs 

where she just rece1ved her fifty year pin. She is the 

president of the Sweetwater County Cowbelles an a member of 

the Homemakers Club. 

Emp l o yment 

Norma graduated from the University of Wyoming as a 

teacher. Her first job was teaching in Burntfork for a 

salary of ninety dollars per month. There were twelve 

students in five different grades. A11 of the training she 

had received at the university hadn't prepared her for this. 

The superintendent of schools helped her through the first 

year. The years after that it was easy to teach five 

different classes of arithmetic, spelling and language. 

Norma's teaching experiences are unique because she 

taught in the same schools for thirty nine years~ Many of 

the students she was teaching when she retired had parents 

and grandparents who had been her students. When Norma 



retired in 1985 many of the three hundred people who 

attended the retirement party were these same students. 

Norma still helps with the annual Christmas Party at 

the McKinnon school and occasionally substitute teaches. She 

still tries to keep in touch with the kids because she loves 

In addition to being a school teacher Norma spent many 

hD1 . ..1rs; :i.n the ·:::it.Hnmt:~t""' hr:?l ping in thE? h~::ty·f ].(-"-.?1 d·:::; u ThE7 ·f i,.-"'st 

years a l l the haying was done with horses. When the ranch 

began to mechanize NDrma still used the horses because many 

of the young people they h i red couldn't handle horses. The 

only job Norma didn't feel qualified to do ~as irrigating 

t.ht:.'? h.:::i.y mf~adc::t~·Js # 

Now that Norma has retired from teaching she has become 

active in the Sweetwater Coun ty Cowbelles promoting beefh 

Poli tics 

Norma is a lifelong Democrat in Sweetwater County. She 

attributes part of this to the fact that her parents were 

staunch Democrats in the coal camps and the Democratic party 

always seemed to represent the working people. Norma has 

served as a committee woman for many years. Her first vote 

was for Frankl in D. Roosevelt. She says that she doesn't get 

rabid about politics# 

Changes i n the area 



Norma thinks that the two biggest changes to affect the 

area have been transportation improvements and REA. 

When Norma first moved to the ranch the only power that 

they had was supplied by their own 32 volt power plant. When 

the Rural Electrification Association or REA brought power 

to the area it changed her 1 ife forever. They were able to 

drill a well and pump water into the house. This enabled 

them to add a bathroom and have not only running hot and 

cold water but an indoor toilet. This also brought about the 

ability to receive television. 

Transportation has improved over the years. The road to 

Green River was dirt in 1940 when Norma first came to 

Burntfork. A trip to Green River at that time was an all day 

excursion if the weather was good. If the weather was bad 

people just stayed home. Today families have more than one 

car and drive to Green River and Rock Springs in less than 

an hour just to go to the show. They drive to Salt Lake and 

back in a day now. 

These changes have made 1 ife much easier on the ranch 

in Burntfork, Wyoming" 

Norma's final words in this interview were to her 

grandchildren: I hope ou1~ grandchildren keep this place 

intact. 
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