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Early Years:

Morma was born in Gresen River, Wyoming on Febroaary 7,

1921 to Henry and Sarah Buckiss. The birth was attendesd by

Dr. Charolett Hawks. The house was located where the Arctic

Circle Drive In is now Tocated in Green River.

Hanry Buckles brought his family to the Rock Springs

area becauss the Union Facific had hired him for his ability

to play basshall . He was a professional ball plaver.
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moved the family fto Reliance when NMorma was ftwo yvears old,

She savs of Reliance. " 1 remember 1t being a wonderful

Tittle place to raise childrsn and Tive in." Thse town

WA

Taid out in thres parcts. Upper Camp where the mines wersa

tocated. Middle Camp and Lowsr Camp or Sandbown where
houses an obther bulldings werse located. There werse no
neiahborbhoods in fown.

The houses consisted of only four rooms but wers
tairiy good construction. Early they had no indoor
plumbing.Water was supplied by an outside faucst used
saveral families. It was piped in from a waell Tocated
of town. Baths were taken in a large galvanized tub.

toilet was an oubtdoor privy.
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The company stors was wherse sveryihing was purchased.
It consisted of a grocery store, bubtcher shop, clothing
store and miners supply store. Purchases cowld be charged
against the miner’s payvoheck ., Many families never Saw a
payvoheok becauss they owed the company stors mors than they
made . Morma said the soma, "I Dwe My Soul to the Company
Storas”, is very btrue as bthere wers many families in Just
that shape.

There was & company doctor in Reliance who attended to
the dav to day sickness and injuries in town. 1§ somsthing
majdor such as swwgery or mador medical problems arose people
want to bthe hospital in Rock Springs or 2]sswheres,

The union hall was located across the street from the
Buckle s homs.Therse were fersguent mestinas held in thse hall.
Soms were very lowd and boisterous with the arguments and
disagresmsnts being carried out into the street. Noroa’'s
father was the secretary treasurers of Local #9005 of the UMWS
in Reliance for many years.

Morma attended school in Reliance from 1927 to 1938,
The schools were a mix of sthnic groups and culturses with
vaery few discipline problems. The teachers werse sxcellent
and the high school was accoredited by North Central
Association. Norma graduated from Relilance High School in

1938 .

Marriagse and Family
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Norma married Bob BGamble in February 19432, SBhe said
they eloped and were mareied in Randolph, Utah,

Faren was born on May 5. 1943 in Rock Springs. Bhe is
their only child. NMorma has theee grandohildren and two
great arandchildren at this time.

Norma and Bob Tive on their ranch in Burntfork where
they have lived since they bouaht it in 19432,

Norma is & member of saveral Dbgani;atimﬁs and ciubs.
She belongs to bthe Oedee of Bastern Star in Fock Speings
whera she Jjust received her fFifty vear pin. Bhe is the
president of the Sweetwater County Cowbelles an a member of

the Momemakers Ol .
Emplorment

Norma graduated from the University of Wyoming as a
twacher . Her first Job was teaching in Burnbfork for a
salary of ninsty dollars per month. Thers were twelve

students in five different grades. A1l of the training she

had received at the university hadn’'t prepared her for this.

The superintendent of schools helped her theooah the first
vear . The yvears after that it was esasy to teasch five
different olasses of arithmetic, spelling and lanouags.
Morma’s teaching experiencss are unigque becauss she
tawaht in the same schools for thicty nine vears. Many of
the students she was teaching when she retired had parents

and grandparents who had besn her students. When Norms




ratired in 1985 many of the thres hundesd people who
attendad the retirement party were these same students.

Morma still helps with the armnual Cheistmas Farty at
the Mokinmon school and mccasimna11y'5ub5titute teaches . She
still tries to keep in btouwch with the kids because she 1oves
them.

In addition to being a school teacher Norma spent many
Fouwrs in the summer helping in the haytfields, The {first
yvears all the haying was done with horses. When the ranch
began to mechanize Norema still used the horses bhecauss many
of the yvoung people they hired couwldn’t handle horses. The
only Jdob Norma didn’t fesl] gualified to do was irrigating
the hay meadows.

Mow that Moroa bhas retired feom teaching she has become

active in ths Swestwater County Cowbelles promobing besd .
Politics

Norma is a lifelong Democrat in Swesbtwater County. She
attributes part of this to the fact that her parsnts wers
staunch Democrats in the coal camps and the Democratic party
always sesmnsd to represent the working peopls. Noroa has
sarved as a committes woman for many years..Hew firat vobte
was for Franklin D, Rooseveld. Bhe savs bthalt she dossn’t get

rabiid about politics.

Changes inAthe area
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Morma thinks that fthe ftwo biggest changes to affect the
area have besen transpoctation improvements and REAS.

When Norma first moved to the ranch the only powse that
they had was supplied by their own 32 volt power plant. When
the Rural Electrification Association or RES brouabt powesrs
to the area it changed her life forever. They wers able to
drill oa well and pump water into the houss. This enabled
them to add & bathroom and have not only running hot and
cold water but an indoor toilet. This also brought about the
ability to receive television.

Transportation has improved over the yvears. The road to
Green River was dirt in 1940 when Norma first came to
Burntfore . & trip to Grsen River at that fime was an all day
grxcursion if the weather was good. I the weather was bad
paople Just staved homs. Todsy families have morse than one
car and deive to Green River and Rock Springs in less than
an howe Just o go to the show. They drive to Salt Lake and
back in a day now.

Thess changes have made 1ife much sasier on the ranch
in Buentfork, Wyoming.

Norma’s final words in this interview were to her
grandohildren: 1 hope ouwe grandohildesn beep this places
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