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Photograph taken by Brittany Pofahl – March 18, 2012
https://www.facebook.com/RestInPeaceMichaelKatie?fref=ts#!/photo.php?
fbid=3603436687363&set=o.384969088188870&type=1&theater



Virtual Shrines act similar to and as meaningfully

as Spontaneous Shrines?



Julia Lawton’s The Dying Process

Physical Body

Social Body

Slow/Old Death Sudden/Young Death

Death occurs when biological 
functions cease.

Death occurs when biological 
functions cease.

Death occurs prior to physical 
death due to the disruption of 
sociality. 

Death occurs simultaneously 
with physical death- sociality is 
extended by shrines.



Spontaneous Shrines-

Photograph taken by JoAnna Wurst– March 8, 2013
Personal collection – Nederland, Colorado



Media & Publicity

Photograph taken by Mario Tama/Getty Images/ NPR– April 25, 2013
http://www.npr.org/blogs/thetwo-way/2013/04/25/178963978/boston-bombing-
investigation-thursdays-developments

Photograph taken by Kevork Djansezian/Getty Images/ NPR– April 22, 2013
http://www.npr.org/blogs/thetwo-way/2013/04/25/178963978/boston-bombing-investigation-
thursdays-developments



Second Life – Tom Boellstorff

Virtual communication and relationships are meaningful.

Alone Together – Sherry Turkle

Virtual communication hinders interpersonal interactions.

Participants see their virtual interaction as 
meaningful communication, when it may not be.



Research

Facebook Profiles

Memorial Pages

Luke – 20 years old : suicide

Phillip – 16 years old : automobile accident

Lisa – 16 years old : automobile accident

Tom – 52 years old : died suddenly in sleep

Phillip and Lisa –16 years olds : automobile accident

Jenni – 14 years old : multiple stab wounds

Steve – 44 years old : cancer
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Research

Memorial Pages: Jenni’s Profile

Results of media exposure:



Research

Community: Facebook Profiles versus Memorial Pages

Memorial Pages

Facebook Profiles



Analysis
- Public Space

- Unofficial Origin

- Site to commune

- Politicized

- Virtual Implications



Conclusion
- Virtual shrines mirror spontaneous shrines

- Facebook profiles provide the space where the deceased exist socially

- Memorial pages form a community and allow politicization.
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