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rtual Shrines act similar to and as meanin
as Spontaneous Shrines?



Julia Lawton’s The Dying Process

Physical Body

Social Body

Slow/Old Death

Sudden/Young Death

Death occurs when biological
functions cease.

Death occurs prior to physical
death due to the disruption o
sociality.

Death occurs when biological
functions cease.

Death occurs simultaneously
with physical death- sociality is
extended by shrines.




Spontaneous Shrines-

Personal collection — Nederland, Colorado




Media & Publicity

http://wwiitpyy wigylb fugs frigdblagsithe 200304/ 26187896 3578788685 TS o tling-rmdtiggtion-
thursdaysialeastigptiemthiursdays-developments




Second Life — Tom Boellstorff

Virtual communication and relationships are meaningful.

Participants see their virtual interaction as

meaningful communication, when it may not be.

Alone Together — Sherry Turkle

Virtual communication hinders interpersonal interactions.




Research

Facebook Profiles

Luke — 20 years old : suicide
Phillip — 16 years old : automobile accident

Lisa — 16 years old : automobile accident

Tom — 52 years old : died suddenly in sleep

Memorial Pages

Phillip and Lisa —16 years olds : automobile accident
Jenni — 14 years old : multiple stab wounds

Steve — 44 years old : cancer




Research

Facebook Profiles

| can't believe you are gone. You were a | love buddy. | will always remember the
beautiful person. | know that you will be good times we had together. your always
missed very much. with me man.

Wish you were by our sides tonight with
the football team!.. You better watch our
game 2mro night!! And help us out!! I'll
think about you every snap!! You will

always be apart of our family! | love you _ .
brotherl! v Merry Christmas, wish you were here ¥

Happy birthday beautiful! | miss you like
crazy! Hope there's pink balloons up there

)

It's been a year without you guys. | have thought about you two a lot.
Everything has changed sense you two left our town and our school. You
guys would be seniors this year and graduating. Well you guys can have your
graduation with God.v
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Research

Memorial Pages

Love, laughter, and time are the most powerful medicines.
Never forget the ones we have lost but don't let the fact
that we have lost them weigh you down to the point of no
return. We will see them again someday.

Like - Comment - Share gi6l 51

A year ago today, a sister, a friend, a daughter, a cousin, an
angel was taken away from us. We still to this day carry her
in our hearts and she will always be with us shining down
on us even on the rainiest days. Her smile was contagious
her laugh was filled with joy. A year ago she was with us,
and a year later she still is.

Like Comment - Share




Research

Memorial Pages: Jenni’s Profile

Results of media exposure:

We didn't know her either but she is
always in our thoughts in prayers and we think of her
everytime we drive on Plainfield and see the cups in the fence
with messages to her. LOVE those!

wheres the page for the countless number of black kids that
died in the hood today?




Research

Community: Facebook Profiles versus Memorial Pages

Facebook Profiles

Thinking about you a lot man, still can't Happy birthday kiddo... Congrats on being
shake the feeling that you're gone. 17, you're still a youngin to me though :P
miss you daily buddy.

Memorial Pages

so nice to know that your still in our memories and hearts!
we talk about you everyday! ¥ hope your having funnn!

Like - Comment - Share

Like - Comment - Share

We still miss you.




Analysis
- Public Space

- Unofficial Origin
- Site to commune

- Politicized

- Virtual Implications




Conclusion

- Virtual shrines mirror spontaneous shrines

- Facebook profiles provide the space where the deceased exist socially

- Memorial pages form a community and allow politicization.
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