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WHAT ARE ARGHIVES?

® DEFINITION: MATERIALS THAT ARE CREATED IN
THE CONDUCT OF AFFAIRS AND KEPT DUETO
THEIR VALUE

® TYPES OF MATERIALS
® DEFINING A NATION'S IDENTITY
® GAPTURED DOCUMENTS




IMPORTANGE OF GERMAN ARCHIVES

s

® WHY THE GERMAN ARCHIVES?

s * WHY WERE THE DOCUMENTS IMPORTANT TO THE
e ALLIES?




GIVILIAN ARCHIVISTS, NOT MILITARY

® EARLY IDEAS OF PROTECTION

® ERNST POSNER

* SOLON BUCK

® WORKING WITH THE MILITARY




WAR DEPARTMENT POLICY

U5 CONFIDE NIAL COUALS SRITI. . CONFIDENTTAL

a3

== * 1943 — WAR DEPARTMENT WANTED TO PROTECT
DOCUMENTS, MONUMENTS, AND ART WORK IN THE WAR
o s ZONE THAT WERE ANCIENT AND IRREPLACEABLE

® ADOPTED POLICY TO PROTECT CULTURALLY SIGNIFICANT
LANDMARKS AND RECORDS AS BEST AS WAS POSSIBLE
WITHOUT COMPROMISING MILITARY OPERATIONS

o ° DECEMBER 1943 — GEN EISENHOWER EMPHASIZED THE
= POLICY AND ASKED ALL COMMANDERS TO COMPLY

15 CONRIDENTIAL EOUALS BHivisH CONFHOINTIAL




ENTERING WAR ZONES

® WAR DEPARTMENT WORKED WITH NARA AND CIVILIAN GROUPS

® NARA PERSONNEL SERVED AS ARCHIVES OFFICERS IN WAR
AREAS, CONSTRUCTING LISTS OF RECORDS BEHIND ENEMY LINES

® GUIDELINES DETAILING CONSERVATION AND PROTECTION
TECHNIQUES CREATED BY ARGHIVES STAFF TO AID
COMMANDERS WHO MAY HAVE VITAL ARCHIVES AND
MONUMENTS UNDER THEIR CONTROL

® US SAW PROTECTING RECORDS AS AN ESSENTIAL STEP IN
HELPING COUNTRIES RECOVER AFTER THE WAR. RECORDS
WOULD BE USED IN GERMANY TO PROSECUTE WAR CRIMINALS
AND AID IN DENAZIFICATION AND DEMILITARIZATION EFFORTS



BATTLE FRONT ARGHIVAL METHODS

* HANDBOOKS WERE HANDED OUT ON WHAT TO LOOK FOR AN HOW TO CARE FOR GERMAN RECORDS
© SOLDIERS TRIED TO KEEP ARCHIVES IN THE BEST POSSIBLE CONDITIONS

® T0OO OFTEN WERE THESE ARCHIVES MISHANDLED

© SLOW DECREASE IN TRAINED ARCHIVISTS




DOGUMENTS MOVED TO ALLIED TERRITORY

° WAR DEPARTMENT AGREED TO WORK WITH BRITISH WAR OFFICE TO GAIN AND DISPERSE INFORMATION

® DUETO AGREEMENT ON JOINT CUSTODY, MILITARY INTELLIGENCE RESEARCH SECTIONS (MIRS) WERE
CREATED IN EACH NATION'S CAPITAL

® LONDON MIRS — SHORT-RANGE INTELLIGENCE
® WASHINGTON DC MIRS — LONG-RANGE INTELLIGENCE
® CREATED STUDIES THAT WERE USED TO THE ALLIES’ ADVANTAGE IN PLANNING TACTICAL OPERATIONS




1949-46

® DOGUMENT CENTERS

® POST-WAR USES
® MILITARY HISTORIES
® U.S.AIR FORCE
® NUREMBURG WAR TRIALS
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NUREMBERG WAR TRIALS

® OCCURRED 1945-1949
® INITIAL TRIAL: OCTOBER 1945 - OCTOBER 1946
° INDICTED 24 TOP NAZI OFFICIALS

® REDULTED IN DEATH SENTENCES, PRISON
SENTENCES, AND ACQUITTALS




NUREMBERG DOCUMENTS
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NARA REGORD GROUP 242

® OFFICIAL DESIGNATION: NATIONAL ARCHIVES
COLLECTION OF FOREIGN RECORDS SEIZED

® ESTABLISHED IN 1947 FOR RECORDS THAT HAD BEEN
CAPTURED FROM THE AXIS POWERS DURING WWII OR
SEIZED AT THE END OF THE WAR

® GOMPRISED OF MORE THAN 680 UNIQUE SERIES,
CONTAINING MOSTLY GOVERNMENT, BUT A FEW
PERSONAL RECORDS AS WELL

® UAST MAJORITY OF RG 242 IS KNOWN AS THE CAPTURED
GERMAN RECORDS
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GERMAN NATIONAL IDENTITY
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QUESTION OF ACCESS

- 4
® MATTER OF INTERNATIONL COOPERATION
® AMERICANS HAD GREATER ACCESS ‘
»
-
P
%" TooOnOoEEnoad
\
b | von Lebensmitiein, - ] ! 2
Menfdenu Tieren [ ?f
bis um \
15




GCONDITION OF RETURN

® VIOLATION OF INTERNATIONAL LAW

® ORIGINAL ARRANGEMENT DESTROYED

® ALLIES POSSIBLY SAVED THE DOCUMENTS
© SHIPMENTS OF REGORDS RETURNED

® OVER 70,000 ROLLS OF MICROFILM




IMPORTANGE

® NEW PRECEDENT OF CAPTURING DOCUMENTS
FOR INTELLIGENGCE

® ARCHIVES CENTRAL TO A NATION'S IDENTITY
® CONTINUATION IN HISTORY




