
OCTOBER 11, 1981 

.S"WttTWAICR. CoUNTY H\S"TORiC~L SOC.\CT¥ 

EEEANOR AND I WILL PilliSENT A BRIEF HI~TORY OF THE EnGS AND GAEN.::iSLEN FJJ-ITLIES 

AND THEIR RELATIONSHIP. 

AS A PREFACE TO THIS HISTORY I \'/ISH TO RELATE THE FOLLO~·JING: 

NOTHER - ELEANOR R. (EIJGS) GAENdSLEN ~-JAS A RESID&'\J'T OF GREEN RIVER X1@ , 

S~·lEET~-lATER COUNTY li'Orl 70 YEARS (JUNE 1886 - JUNE 1956) 

FATHER - El'.IL A. GAENSSLEN ~vAS A RESIDENT OF GREEN RIVER, SWEE'IWATER COUNTY 

FOR 55 YEARS (FEB. 1901 - FEB. 1956) 

IN THIS FAJ.ITLY HISTORY I vliLL BRING THE EDGS AND GAENSSLEN FAJ{[LIES TO THE UNITED · 

STA'rES AND LATER TO GREEN RIVER, ~VYOHHIG. FIRST THE EGGS F/UJITLY. 
- . BAO£ N, '2~ 

QHANDFATHER - CHARLES EnOS 1vAS BORN IN BADEN :a ERNANY, SEPT .I\ t848. HE CAME 

TO THE UNITED STATES IN 1868 AT .THE AGE OF 20 AND SETTLED IN 
: . r-1 ..... _ 
ST. LOUIS, 110. UPON LANDING IN NEL~ YORK HE TELLS OF SAYING, 

AS I KNE~i I HAD LOTS OF F AlflLY HERE I . 1NINOO;vs -
"I FELf-SECURETBECAUSE SIG~S ON lW'IT E~~OO+la£.:3 READ,HAM & EnGS11 • 

FOR THE FOLL01/JING 18 YEARS HE WAS ASSOCIATED -vJITH BRO~'i1'J SHOE CO., 

AND OPERATED HIS 0\·lN SHOE REPAIR AND SALES BUSI1"ESS. 
R ~ N C! ~ i: f.JJ '-t-, 

GRANDHOTHER - CA.r.L?.OLINE SPINNER (IDGS) ~-lAS BORN IN"BADEN, GERMANY, HARCH 1848. 

AFI'ER THE FRA.l'JCO-PRUSSI~~ \'fAR AND THE UNREST uxniE.XXREX IN HER ... 

NATIVE LAND AND vJITH IWJY OTHERS OF THE YOUNGE.~ GENERATION, SHE 

DECIDED TO ENBARK FOR THE 11 LAND OF OPPORTUNITY, 11 AND_ IN 1871 AT 

THE AGE OF 23 YEARS BECAME A RESIDENT OF ST. LOUIS, HO., vlHERE 

THE FA1ITLY HAD HANY FRIENDS.AND RELATIVES. SHE HAD THitEE BROTHERS, 

H 
KAliL .· AND BERN~RD IN \VY011ING AND FERDINAND IN GERMANY. FERDINAND 

WAS THE GRANDFATHER OF ONE OF OUR KEl1BERS, LOUISE GRAF. 

CAROLIN~ ~PINNEH AND CHARLES EnGS ~JERE l-ir'\.RRIED IN ST. LOUIS, HO. IN 1874. 
· TMfY H,~,.., r-, 

TG3ffis:::±£Nl-BN. THREE GIRLS ~ al}i;S:e: OORN: ELEANOR R. - NOV .,:1875 
7.~ . 

CAROLINA (LENAJ - JAN. 187(l 
l-z., 

CLARA I. - AUGUST 1J.88l 

THE IDGS F Al'IILY NOV ED FROH ST. LOUIS TO GREEN RIVER, ~lYO. (POP. LESS THAN 5UO J BY TRAIN 

IN JUNE 1886. THEY ACQUIRED THE BIG HORN HOTEL ~-JTITCH ~vAS IJOCATED ON E. 1ST SO. ST :J 



THI8 LCCATION NO:·l IS IN THE RAILROAD YARDS. AFTER OPERATING THE HOTEL ~"0 . .1. 3 YEARS 

(1889-)J.IT ':lAS LEASED FOR ONE YEAR , THE FA!v1ILY dENT TO GER¥1ANY TO VISIT RELA.TIVEB uAND 

FRIENDS. THEY RETURNED TO GREEl'~ RIVER IN 1890 AND CONTINUED ~XKHE OPERATION 
the 

OF HOTEL AND CHARLES OPEI\TED THE FIRST SHOE STORE IN GREEN RIVER NEAR THE EnG.:> HONE ON 

~. 
)If; 1ST SO. STREET. THE HOTEL SALOON \-lAS AN ACTIVE E.ST.ABLISIDvlENT ~tliTH THE COWPUNCHERS 

RIDtiNG THEIR HORSES INTO AND SHOOTINGwUP THE PLACE. THEY OPERATED THESE BUSINESS~ UNTIL 
E K i> ,, ,,\S \ c ~~ 0 .~ 

1917, AT ~'J1ITCH TI11E THEY DISPOSED OF ALL THE SOUTH SIDE PROPERTY FOH~ THE U. P. R. R. YARDS·. 
Th£ <;·~~~S.Sl'N \1oMi 

~. IN 1918 THEY HOVED TO THEIR NEiv HOHE ON THE NORTH SIDE (Nmv ~:W FLAl,liNG ~ 

GORGE 1·lll). 

NOTHER ATTENDED ELEHENTARY SCHOOL IN ST. LOUIS PRIOR TO HOVING TO GRE~N RIVER. SHE 
. ' 

COHPLETED HER EDUCATION IN THE GREEN RIVER SCHOOL &"YSTEl-1; ST. MARY 1 S OF Tllli ~vASATCH 

ACADEI-l!J- dALT LAKE CITY, UTAH; ONE YEAR IN GER1'1ANY; AND THE UNIVEH.SITY OF \VYOMING. 

HER. HAJOR STUDIES INCLUDED ART Al'JD NUSlC. 

t 
ELEANOR EDGS AND EI{[L GAENSSLEN ~1ERE HARRIED IN GREEN RIVER SEPT. 7, 1908 . ~ 

-~J~ 'IHt:: .. t:~G:S HOM~ 5Y REV. W.t.\.)::~"'-~~\£Y, ?~SioR, t:V~htSTo~),WY.o.­
~ 5 CHILDREN BOH.N 110 THIS UNION: 

~, ~ 11 ~\!, "::!~'!( 9. 
CARL A. - AP~l910 (FREDS TAXIDl!:RNY BLID.i 
EI-ITL A. - 11A.RCH 1913 ~DECEASED JUNE', 1979 j 
ELEANOR C. - SEPT !·61915 

e;,.,.. T 0 R. • - ~ 0'\'
1

, "2.1 l C( \\ - AUG\ ~C( I'< 
. J I 

MARY· f"~6. 3
1 

\<:<1..o- Fcs. ~1 1q-z.c 
(T30 CHILDREN DIED IN INFANCY) 

r . n ' \ ~ ELEANOR '>TILL NO'.·l RELATE THE ACTIVrriES AND INCIDEN~ IN NOTHERS LIFE 

death o:f 
THE DATES of1.THE EGGS FANILY ~~ ALL IN GREEN RIVER: 

GRAJ:~DFATHER - CHARLES F.lliki ~ tiUG.-z,1921 - AGE 72 
GRANDHOTHER - CAROLIN1~ illGS - APR!*J..9 34 - AGE 86 

. tNOTtT4)DAUGBTER - ELEANOR (EGGS) GAEN:JSLEN - Jjlll,TE'\956 - AGE 80 
DAUGHTER. - CAROLINA tLENAJ IDGS - HAY1,:1953 - AGE 76 
DAUGHTER - CLAH.A I. t ffiG.:3) HARRIS - FEB~ 1976 - AGE 94 

ALL THE EGGS FAHILY AILE DECEASED. 



o r' 

NOH :r:=.Hlrtdtr..fuliS!i THE GAENSSLEN FANILY. 
M£"1x \ t•.ns c ~) 

GRANDFA'rHER - CHARLES A. (CARL) GAENSSLEN ·viAS EORN IN~ lUNGOO:r-1 OF 
\tt-l 

~-lUERTTEMBERG,GERB1UfY APRIL 1841. HE CA11E TO THE UNITED STATES 

~-liTH HIS PARENTS IN 1851 AT AGE 10 YEARS. TID;Y SETTLED IN 

CLEVELA1'1D FOR A SHORT TIME AND THEN IvlOVED TO CHlCAGO WHEHE 

THEY REMAINED. IN LATER YEARS CHAH.LES o ~dl'l'ED AND OPERATED 
' ' 

A HIDE TANNING AND LEATHER BUSINESS . ~VITH CONTRACTS FOR HIDE~ 

FROH THE LARGE PACKING COlvtP Al~IES SUCH AS ARMOUR & COtofr ANY. 

HE HAD TANNING PLANTS IN CHICAGO, CLEVELAND AND BUFFALO, N.Y. 

HE WAS ALSO ACTIVE IN 1-'IERCANTILE PURSUITS, .PROPERTY AND 

FINANCIAL AFFAIRS. 

B 0 'R 'N , "' f"l i: t·l e R.a:> ~ N 

GRANDHOTllliR- LINA Sib.GEL (GAENSSLEN) WAS ALSO A NATIVE OF vffiERTTEHBERG, 
'2. 

GERHANY, BORN JUNE i844 • . WITH HER PARENTS SHE CA1-1E TO THE 

UNITED STATES M~D SETTLED IN CHICAGO IN THE 1850 1S AND LIVED 

THERE UNTIL HER DEATH. 

LINA SIEGEL AND CHARLES GAENSSLEN ~-JERE HARRIED IN CHICAGO IN 1867. 
"'Z.l I 

THEY HAD FOUR SONS: HUGO F. - SEPT. 1869 
q~ 

ID~UL A. - APRIL 1872 
~~ 

OTTO R. - JUN~ 1876 
') 

CARL A. - JUNE 1884 

AT . THE TIH.I!; OF THE FJU.10US CHICAGO FIRE IN OCT. 18'11 T!llill1 HOl·lE ·~vAS DESTROYED A.LuNG 

',·liTH THOUSANDS OF OTHERS. IN JUNE 1891 ~·JHEN OUR FATHER ENIL A. ;·!A~ 19 YEAR~ OLD) 
AI f-=l G. t::: .. 5 0 J ~ ''i (-=\ \~ t: ''"' ~-, ''-' E:' en-· 

HIS FATHER CHARLES
1
i\,•lA.::> KILLED~IN THE CHICAGO STOCK YARDS ~JCENGINB vffiiLE IN THE 

PROCESS OF CONTRACTING TO BUY HIDES. LINA AND SON E11IL A. CONTINUED TO OPEll.t\.TE THE 
i S:S W ~R i:: Sc~\~ 0 .. 

BUSINESS&6F011 A Nill1BER OF YEARS UNTIL THE TANNER;l ., U'l'. DURING 
'Z.o, 

THEIR HARRIED LIFE AND UNTIL HER DEATH, BEPT. 1918 AT AGE 74, LINA ~'lAS ACTIVE A~ 

A HOU~::K,ITFE fu~D HOTHER, CIVIC LEADER AND ACTIVE lN SOCIAL AFFAIRS. 

\ 



• \ I ... .. 
I _. 

IN 1895:, OUR FATHER, E1{[1 A. GAENSSLEl\J CAI1E TO GREEN RIVER FOR A VISIT vJITH HIS 

EROTHEH HUGO 1>1HO OPERATED THE SHEET~vATER BRE1;·JING C011P ANY. HE RETURNED TO CHICAGO 

'~I TO GET HIS BU;JIN'ESS AFFAIRS IN OHDER. TH.&"'J mN FEB. 1901 HE RETUiiNED TO GREEN RIVER 

TO HAKE HIS HONE AND ~·lAS ASSOCIATED vJITH HIS BROTHER IN THE BRE~{[NG COHPANY AS OFFICE 

HANAGER , ACCOUNTANT AND STOCKHOLDER. THE s r.VEET:lATER BHE';ITNG CO., BEER ':lAS FAMOUS 
rxct:Ll£W ·cvcr ~·D 

THROUGHOUT THE i·JEST. ir,vAHDS FQR,\'rHE BEER ~VERE ~AT THE COLUHBIAN EXPOSITION, CHICAGq 

ILL. IN 1890; THE UNIVERSAL EX..0 0SITION, ST. LOUIS, ~10., IN 1904 ; AND THE LEVJIS & 

CL.l\.RK CENTEl~JI.AL EXPOSITION, PORTLAND ORIDON IN 1905. 
1':1... 1\i o <4 s s lf SgtS~ l 9oS - \a. \ I e 

DADDY SERVED AS S~·JEET.dATE.lt COUNTY DBP111TY ~ A1m ACTING""-ASSES~ORAVfrd)H l 902-lffbt:. HI.:> DUTIES 
l\ V' £!J"T o<::. K 

TOOK HIH TO THE OUTLYING SETTLEivlENTS, RANCHES, SHEEP C~tHPS1 .. ~h.T)~E.·JAYS, ETC • ., TRAVEL 

TO THESE AHEAS 1t~AS >miX BY TEAN AND BUCKBOARD. · INASHUCH AS DADDY HAS NO HORSEHAN, HE 
. . . ·-:- u. . ... · ...... -._, 

HAD FRANK KIDD , A LONG TIME RESIDENT OF THE AREA, DO THE CR4.UFrnuNG AND cARE ~ TH~ 
TEAM. FOR THE NOST PART THEIR MOTEL ACCOMODATIONS ·~lAS:!: A TENT AND BEDROLL. 

A. 
PRIOR TO COMING TO r,·lY01·:1ING DADDY ~vAS EDUCATED IN PRIVATE LUTHERN SCHOOLS IN CHICAGO. 

( 
~, 1 ~ 

• ELEANOR ·~·JILL RELATE THE I~""TEHESTS, ACTIVITIES A11D INC I DEN~ IN DADDYS LIFE I 
\ . I 

DATES AND PLACE OF DEATH OF THE GAENSSLEN FAMILY: ll1 

GRANDFATHER - CHARLESt CARL) GAEl\JSSLEN - JUN.i!:41891 - AGE 50 
20, 

GHANDHOTHER - LINA GAENS.::iLEN - SEPT.i'\1918 - AGE 74 
'7;l-J 

SON - HUGO GAEN.::iSLEN - DEC.Al931 - AGE 62 
1.5, 

SON - ENIL A. GAENSSLEN - FEB.~ 19.56 - AGE 83 
~(o 

{CHICAGO/ 

tCHICAGO) 

( GllliEN PJ:VER) 

(GREEN RD!ER) 

SON - OTTO R. GAENStiLEN - OCT.'1 1942 - AGE 66 lPAEUS, FRANCE DUIUNG NAZI 
z·r, · OCCUPATION) 

SON - CARL A. GAENSSLEN - APR."1966 w AGE 81 (CHICAGO) 
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