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For thie project I interviewed Mr. H rry Angelovic 

at 1150 Elk Street in Rock Springe, Wyoming on S~turd~y, 

November 19, 1983 t 9:00 AM. Mr. Angelovic i~ lifetime 

reeident o! Rock Springe and wa~ born in 1931 in the old 

hoepit 1. During th' interview Mr. Angelovic t lked about 

ranching, mining, nd how Rock Spring~ ha~ changed ~ince 

the time when he w e ~ boy here. 

Mr. Angelovic grew up on the xim Ranch ~outh o! 

Rock Springe, where hie !ather orked at the time . . When 

the Gaccie sold their ranching bu~ine~e, Mr. Angelovic'e 

f ther ~eumed poeeeseion of the ranch. Since it w e 

eheep r nch, Mr. Angelovic'e job w e to feed nd t ke care 

of the eheep. He leo helped in the doctoring, docking 

(cutting the lambe' tile), and ehearing. Harry Angelovic 

also worked !or neighboring eheep rancher !or 150 

month plue room and bo rd. He cannot remember any ware 

between c ttle r nchere and sheep ranchere, but his gr nd­

!ather told him stories about euch event~. ~r. Angelovic's 

! ther eold the ranch in 1967, eo Harry Angelovic st rted 

into th construction bueine~e. His construction comp ny 

hae proepered over the years nd he continues to run it. 

There was a lot of coal mining going on when Mr. 

Angelovic was growing up in ock ·pringe. n eidee having 

yoming nativee working in the minee, there ere quit 

a !ew Chinese co 1 miners. The vhinese minere lived in 
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the area surrounding the present Sand'~ Cafe. There w e 

also a co 1 mining c mp where Reese's junkyard and Rock 

Springe nide and Fur re t the preeent. The c mp buildings 

have been torn down. With the variety of races here at one 

time, ~r. Angelovic c nnot recall any trouble between them. 

Mr. Angelovic does not remember any trouble occurring 

when the unions came to Rock Springe. M ny of the minere 

were glad to see the unions come because the unione improved 

the working conditione in the mines and bettered the wagee 

of the miners. John L. Lewis etarted the union in Rock 

Springs for the miners. When the Union Pacific Railroad 

changed from burning coal to burning oil, the coal induetry 

in Rock Springs, as well ae the economy, fell into slump. 

He remembers people saying that Rock Springs was li ble to 

become a ghost town. Fortunately, they discovered trona, 

so comp nies such as FMC and St uffer eetablished themselves 

here. This improved the economic plight of Rock Springs. 

These companies are still producing today, but the current 

market for soda ash has deteriorated. 

~hen Harry Angelovic was growing up in Rock Springe, 

the town was small nough that everyone knew everyone else. 

~ child you would not dare get into any mischief for the 

reason that everyone in town knew both you and your family. 

Mr. Angelovic leo st ted th t when he went out on dates, 

he first had to go nd meet the girl's parents. He then was 
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told when he and hie date should return. They went to 

friende' homes to play cards or to a movie. In addition 

to the movie houses, there w s also a drive-in theatre t 

the time. There w s a little drinking, not too much 

smoking (cigarettes), and nobody used ny drugs. 'J.'he 

entertainment back then, as Mr. Angelovic calls it, was 

"clean fun". 

Before the so called "Boom" hit, Rock Springs wae 

a quiet Wyoming town. Since then the town hae become 

larger in both size and population. A lot of new !aces 

have been coming and going. l eople now often do not 

even know their next door neighbors. 

Even though Rock Springe has changed over the years, 

especially in recent years, the town has maint ined its 

original essence s a mining/railroad town. The sudden 

growth spurt, inspite of the negative ! cets (crime, 

shortages, and overcrowding}, boosted the economy bringing 

in consider ble revenue ·, more jobs, and general growth 

to a prospering community. 
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