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Poslcard, Kimmel Kabins and Jenny Lake Store, Jackson Hole, c. 1940. Author's co llection 

HEDRICK'S POINT CUNNINGHAM CABIN 

John D. Rockefeller, Jr. , and his family visited Horace 
Albright in Yellowstone in July 1926. Albright took 
the family on a tour of the Jackson Hole area. The 
spectacular scenery of the Tetons made an impression 
on Rockefeller and his wife. Both were disturbed by 
the commercial developments encroaching on the 
Leigh-String-Jenny Lake region . 

On the return trip to Yellowstone Albright stopped 
near this point on the bluff overlooking the Snake River. 
(See photograph. page 14). Albright described it: 

It was particularly lovely that afternoon. The shadows 
of the Tetons were already reaching across the river 
bottoms, but Antelope Flats, the lands around Blacktail 
Butte and the distant hills cutting off Jackson from the 
Gros Ventre were still bathed in sunshine from a clear 
sky. As we stood on this little "rise" and absorbed the 
beauty of the scene spread before us, I told Mr. and 
Mrs. Rockefeller of the meeting at Miss Noble's cabin 
three years earlier and the plan to protect and preserve 
for the future this sublime valley.6 

Rockefeller's commitment to preservation of the 
valley may have come from stopping at Hedrick's Point. 
That winter, Rockefeller requested Albright's report 
and map discussing the proposal outlined at this point 
overlooking the Snake. Rockefeller made his deci sion 
- acquire lands throughout the valley to protect the 
scenery and preserve the wildlife. 

The Snake River Land Company was incorporated 
on August 25 , 1927. and purchase of the lands began. 

Directions: Continue north on the wagon road until 
you rerum to Highway 191. Tum right (north) and 
then turn left at the Cunningham Cabin Historic Site. 

J. Pierce Cunningham lived in Jackson Hole for 40 
years. This homestead, established in 1890, formed the 
nucleus ofhis Bar Flying U Ranch. Cunningham served 
as postmaster, game warden and justice of the peace. 
When Teton County was organized in 1923, he was 
chosen as one of the commissioners. From the parking 
area there is a short trail to the buildings. A guide to 
the area is available. 7 

Reports of a horse stealing operation based in Red 
Lodge, Montana, appeared in many newspapers during 
1892. In April 1893 , two suspected horse thieves, 
George Spenser and Mike Burnett, who had wintered 
at Cunningham's Spread Creek Ranch, were shot by 
posse members. Later investigation revealed that the 
leaders of the posse were not U.S. marshals. 8 

Directions: Continue north on 191 to Moran 
Junction. Turn west and continue to the Oxbow Bend 
Turnout. 

OXBOW BEND 

Laurance Rockefeller inherited his father 's love of 
nature and interest in conservation. He took over the 
Jackson Hole Project in 1945 and developed tourist 
attractions that would appeal to those visitors in the 
valley for only a short visit. One of these attractions 

6 Letter, Horace M. Albright to Mr. Wilford Neilson, "History 
of the Snake River Land Company and of !he Efforts to Preserve 
!he Jackson Hole Country for the Nation," (Jackson: Snake River 
Land Company, 1933?), 24. 

7 Cunningham Cabin Self-Guided Trail. (Moose: Grand Teton 
Natural History Association, 1985). 

8 Elizabeth Wied Hayden, "Shoot Out at Cunningham's Cabin," 
Teton 8:29-31. 
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DirecTions: NorTh of Leek's Lodge is a pm·ed road 
leading to the Unh·ersity of Wroming/Notional Pork 
Sen·ice Research Cemer. 

UNIVERSITY OF WYOMING- NATIONAL 
PARK SERVICE RESEARCH CENTER 

The original ranch was established in 1890-91 by John 
Dudley Sargent (descendant of artist John Singer 
Sargent) and Robert Ray Hamilton (descendant of 
A lexander Hamilton). Marymere. Sargent"s name for 
the ranch, was among the early attempts at dude 
ranching. 

Many strange events occurred during Sargent's 
residence here. In 1891 Hamilton disappeared while 
hunting. After several days. searchers found his 
drowned body two miles below the Jackson Lake outlet. 
There is speculation that Sargent \Vas involved in the 
death but this was never proven. Six years later, a very 
ill Mrs . Sargent was taken from the ranch so she could 
receive medical treatment. Adelaide Sargent died April 
11. 1897. There are many conflicting stories about this 
episode. Some imply that Sargent beat her: others that 
she'd had some sort of accident and her husband was 
treating her illness the best he cou ld. Sargent \Vas 
scheduled to stand trial for the murder of his wife in 
April 1900 but the case was dismissed due to conllicting 
testimony and the lack of substantial evidence. 

After the death of Adelaide. Sargent renamed 
Marymere the Pinetree Ranch. A few years later. he 
remarried. Most people considered his new wife crazy 
because she would set in a tree completely naked. play 
her violin and eat peanuts. 15 John D. Sargent lived here 
until his suicide in 1913. The ten-room cabin was tom 
down several years later. 

Pinetree Ranch \Vas sold for $600 to cover delinquent 
taxes. Lou Johnson. a sa les executive for the Hoover 
Vacuum Cleaner Company. purchased Sargent's ranch 
in 1926. The Johnson home, built the following year, 
is a two-story building because Johnson's wife was 
afraid to sleep in a ground floor room with bears in the 
area. Several other buildings including a boathouse were 
constructed at this site. The Johnson's named their 
residence on Jackson Lake the Mae-Lou Lodge. 

Following the death of Lou Johnson in 1931, Slim 
Lawrence became caretaker of the Mae-Lou property. 
Alfred Berol of the Eagle Pencil Company (became 
the Berol Corporation in 1969) purchased the ranch in 
1936 for $24,300. Construction began on the Berol 
Lodge in 193 7. A new name was adopted - - AMK 
Ranch- representing the first letters of the first name 
of each family member. The Berol home is a single-

story structure with windows looking out at Jackson 
Lake. Today. the master bedroom serves as a research 
library for the University of Wyoming. 

Alfred Berol was notified in 1938 that the AM K could 
be condemned as part of the proposed extension of 
Grand Teton National Park. As executor ofhis father's 
estate. Kenneth Berol deeded the AMK to the United 
States in 1976 for $3.3 rnillion. 1" 

The University of Wyoming- National Park Service 
Research Center relocated to the AMK property July 
15, 1977. Research is conducted here on all aspects of 
the Greater Yellowstone ecosystem. Recently. the focus 
has been on the aftem1ath ofthe 1988 forest fires. 

Directions: Lem·e the Leeks ,\farina area and go 
south 0 11 191 & :l87 to the Jackson Luke Junction A 
museum and \'isitor celller is located at ColTer Bm •. At 
the Jackson Loke Junction. take the Teton Park Rood 
to Jackson Lake Dam. There is a small parking area 
on the south side of the dam. 

JACKSON LAKE DAM & MORAN TOWNSITE 

When the original dam was proposed by the Bureau 
of Reclamation. not one word of protest was raised. 
The first dam on Jackson Lake was a crude rock-filled. 
log-crib structure erected in 1906 . This darn washed 
out in 1910 and was replaced by a reinforced concrete 
dam in 1911. The second dam \\as barely finished 
when instructions were received to rai se the lake le\ el 
an additional ten feet - thi s was completed in 1916. 
During the 1980' s additional work was done on the 
darn. 

The argument against the dam arose when park 
expansionists wanted to inc Jude Jackson Lake. Some 
resi dents felt that the dam itself was a violation of 
wilderness. The National Parks Association argued that 
to include a reservoir was a violation of the sanctity of 
a national park. Bob Righter states "'the damming of 
Jackson Lake was an act of environmental desecration 
second only to the inundation of Yosemite's Hetch 
Hetchy Valley." 17 

Amo Cammerer, Director of the N PS argued in favor 
of including the reservoir: "' ... the construction of a new 
reservoir which means violation of another great scenic 

15 Esther Allen. "Strange 1\ lusic atl\ lerrymere." Telon. 9 ( 1976). 
16. 

1
" "Through !he Years at the AI\IK," Teton. 10 ( 1977 ). 2-5 & 

61-64; Kenneth L. Diem, A Tale of Dough Gods. Bear Grease. 
Cmualoupe and Sucker Oil: Jlarymcre!Pine/reel.\!ae-Lou/A.\IK 
Ranch. (Moran: Uni\ersit;. of \\'yoming-National Park SerYice 
Research Center, 1986). 

17 Righter, Crucible for Conser\'alion, I 0. 
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