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Edna was reared in Lincoln, Nebraska, where she was born on
September 30th, 1901. When she was in high school her family
moved to Douglas, Wyoming. She remembers Douglas as a beau-
tiful sleepy little town, with lots of trees and grass. A

really nice place to live

After graduation she attended the University of Wyoming, where
she met her husband to be Frank Kershisnik. Frank and Edna were
married, in the catholic church , at Douglas, July 3, 1923,

They then moved to Rock Springs where Frank's folks lived.

The first thing she remembers seeing from the train window,
was like a big metal frame. There were about thirty steps up
one side, then you walked over the tracks and another thirty
steps down the other side. This was the only way one could

get from one side of Rock Springs to the other, at that time.

She had never lived in a mining town before. It seemed to
her that here was very little pride taken in the homes. Very
little grass, wooden sidewalks but few of them. No paved

streets, and the mud was a foot deep when it rained.

It seemed Bitter Creek just wandered all over Rock Springs,
you were always having to cross it on little bridges. There
was always the worry that it would overflow its banks. When
they lived in their house on M Street they were in a position
to get water in their basement, but most of the flooding

occurred down on West Flat.

The North Side State Bank was here when Edna came, a rickety
old building. In fact her husband fell down the elavator

shaft once and broke his ankle

The Rock Springs Commercial, a grocery and dry goods store,
managed by her father-in-law and where her husband worked
was located at the end of Pilot Butte where it turns to go up

to Union Merc. There was also Miners Merc, and Stockgrowers
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but Edna found it absolutely necessary to shope at Rock Springs

Commercial as long as Frank and his father worked there.

For the first six months in Rock Springs, they lived in an

old rock house on Gobel Street. The woman who owned it lived
there too. There was only one bedroom which Frank and Edna
used, and the owner slept on the davenport in the living room.
The lady fixed her dinner early so when Frank came home at
6:00 P.M., Edna could have the kitchen to fix their dinner.
Then for a year or so they lived with Franks folks until they
built a little house right next door on M Street.

This little house on M Street was to be their home for a num-
ber of years. It had a good sized living room, a fair size bed-
room that held three beds and a kitchen that went all across
the back of the house. They also had a half basement. Before
they moved this house was to hold eight people. Edna, her
husband, their five children and her mother

When she found out she was going to have her sixth child she

told her husband, " I can't bring another baby into this

three room house!" Two months before the birth, they moved
into their home on Pine Street. When she first moved in she
thought she would never fill up all the space!! Now, fifty

years later she has every inch of space used up...

From her kitchen window in the house on M Street, she would
watch the Orientals coming home from work. They would be
marching along and all of a sudden disappear. Later she found
they lived in dugouts. Looked like small rooves that were
sitting on top of the ground.

Later when the Orientals were no longer there and they were
preparing the ground for a school yard, a lot of artifacts were
dug up apparently left by the Orientals. Many different items
including beautiful jade buddahs. Edna and Frank never went to
the site themselves but in the evenings many people would come

down and watch the digging. She doesn't know why the Orientals
left all their beautiful things Perhaps they had hidden them in

the ground for safe keeping and then had to move suddenly,she's
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not sure. This probably was around 1927,'28., And she thinks
that the Orientals may have been moved to somehwere on the

Fast End.of Rock Springs.

There seemed to be more saloons in town then anyting else, but
there were also a few churches. The main ones like the Episcopal,
Methodist and of course the Mormans. And two Catholic churches,
the North Side and the South Side. When they lived on M Street
they attended the North Side in the basement, for a long time
while it was being constructed. Her oldest son was the first
child baptized after it was finished. They attended the South

Side when they moved to the house on Pine street.

When Edna started having babies, they didn't have family plan-
ning. You took your babies as they came and were happy to have
them. And thinking back she says that six sounds like a lot but
she doesn't know what she would do witout Number Six.

She found raising six children back then very easy, tireing but

easy. FEveryone kept their children close to home in those days.

Her mother and she made the boys; overalls, but when it came

to patching, the children preferred the work of a neighbor lady.
In relating a story about when her son Jack recieved a pair of
beautiful blue serge overalls from his Aunt, and he was so tickled
to have them. He looked at them and said "Please don't patch

them Grandma."

Edna and her mother washed twice a week, Mondays and Thursdays.
By hand until they moved to the house on Pine Street where she
had a double tub Dexter, which she thought the world of. They
would both iron, one upstairs and one downstairs, to keep things
going. In between there would be cleaning and baking to do.
Though there wasn't anything that she really disliked, one of her

favorite tasks was putting the kids to bed......

Entertainment back then was hard to come by either because

of finances or just being busy raising children. They had a
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radio and really looked forward to listening to the shows.
Ocassionally they would attend dances at the Slovenski Dom,

but were not included in the Slovenian holidays. To go to a
pciture show would take a lot of advance planning as no one had
a lot of money back the. Mostly it was visiting over the fence
with the neighbors.

As the children got older they got interested in arrow heads.
Edna doesn't remember finding any at firs. But once they came
upon an Oriental graveyard. There were just wooden boards for
markers and there was food on some of the graves. Some of them
had the bones dug up because the Orientals believed no one
rested in peace until their bones were back in their native
land.

They used to also go up along White Mountain and found some
lovely heads there, hardly any chips. Their collection grew,
until her youngest son framed them. They have about sixty or

seventy frames of their "family project".

Frank liked to fish and would go to Pinedale with his brothers.
Sometimes they'd load the car with the kids and the whole
family would go.. The raods weren't paved then, and you just
rattled over the worst roads that you could imagine. Sometimes
they would have to stop and build a road through a creek. It
took hours to get there, even in a car. But they had a good
time and made wonderful friends. Sometimes they would spend
the night-just bed all the kids down somehow. One thing that
she still remembers is the smell of baking bread in Margeret

morcrofts house!

Edna was the one sho most disciplined the children. When she

would scold them, Frank would just stand back and..."Yeah!"

Frank earned $125.00 a month at the Rock Springs Commercial,
and handled all the finances. Edna always felt they were at
povertys door almost. Whe used to feed her family on a pound

of hamburger by using lots of crumbs and corn meal.
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The only epidemic Edna remembers is on of Scarlet Fever around
1935, Just she and one of her sons got it in her family. Her
mother stayed and took care of her, all the rest of her family
was quarantined out of the house. They stayed at Grandmas next
door. The doctor visited every day but she doesn't remember

him leaving any medication.

Though they lived in the mining town of Rock Springs, they
seemed rather isolated from the events of the miners, good

or bad.

There seemed to be quite a bit of violence but it seems to her
that is quite a bit now also. The only thing that seems to have
effected her family directly, was before she came to live in
Rock Springs. One of her husbands uncles was killed in the
mine. Before that another uncle had a butcher shop across the
vacant lot by Finer Cleaners. He and his son were closing the
shop for the night and two men came in and killed the uncle and

robbed the store

The Prohibition did not seem much of a problem to them either.
Her father—-in-law ordered carloads of grapes, for the store to
sell, The Slovenians and Italians made their own wine at home

which was legal.

She thinks that the depression probably effected the area but
it seemed to her that things were pretty depressed anyway.

They made out o.k.

The hardest time for them and the main thing she remembers about
WWII was that their oldest boy was in the &;; He was in
E;335>1n the Battle of the Bulge. They got notice that he was
e in the hospital. This was around Christmas
time = They did not know if he was injured or not It was a very

hard time for the family.
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Edna says she likes to brag a "little bit". She has six child-
ren, all went to the university and all married. She has
twenty grandchildren, and eightteen great—-grandchildren.. They
are all very close and keep in contact though it is getting
awfully hard for to write anymore. She is very proud of her

whole family. They are very supportive of her and she of them.

By todays standards it might seem that Edna lived a very hard
life. But listening to her talk, it seems like it was a very
full and rewarding life. Lots of hard work, but lots of fun

too. She seemed to make the most of what she had and where she
was. Like she said, "It did not occur to me to like Rock Springs
or dislike it. It was where Frank was and so we made the most

of it," Seems like life would be a lot better if more of us

had that attitude a little more often then we do. Having more

choices is nice-but maybe sometimes we have to many.
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